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CHAPTER 2

SIKHISM: AN INDEPENDENT AND
SEPARATE WORLD RELIGION

Sikhism not part of Hinduism

Sikhism is an independent distinct and revealed separate world religion. Sikhism has
been put at number five in the list of the world religions on the basis of statistics of
numerical strength of the followers of different world religions. Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism and Buddhism are the other Religions in seriatim. However, some Hindu
fundamentalists, at sometime or the other made misrepresentations and false
assertions that Sikhism is a part of Hinduism and Sikhs are only a sect of Hindus.
They are crazy enough to allege every religion in India to be a part of Hinduism. No
other person, following any other religion had made any allegation of this type. It
is due to the misrepresentations referred in the first chapter that have to be discussed
that Sikh Religion is an independent revealed world religion. It is not part of Hinduism;
Sikhs are not a sect of Hindus as otherwise Sikh Religion cannot be rightly appreciated.

The very first chapter of this book has dealt with the assertions that Sikhism is
not a part of Hinduism and Sikhs are not any sect of Hinduism, as some fundamentalist
Hindus had been making false assertions and misrepresentations time and again.
Otherwise there would have been no need for such a discussion. The priority for this
discussion had to be given, as otherwise, it would be difficult for an easy understanding
of Sikh religion. The rejection in Sikhism of all the main concepts of Hinduism — its
superstitions and myths, its worship of numerous gods and goddesses in idolatory,
its religious scriptures, its rites and rituals, its fabric of caste and creed system and
its doctrines and ideology - remain meaningful if Sikhism is considered to be a part
of Hinduism. What sense can be made of this claim when the distinct doctrines,
ideology and religious practices of Sikhism happen to be in total contradiction to
Hinduism and have the originality of direct revelation and is a practical religion for
the present age. The misrepresentation of Sikh religion and the Sikh nation does hurt
the sentiments of Sikhs. It must not be repeated being a mere exercise in futility.

Sikhs never say anything against Hinduism, as every religion has got its own
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58 Religion and History of the Sikhs

Divine thought and its own followers. Everyone must have the freedom to follow his/
her religion and offer worship in the manner one likes. Sikh Gurus had given supreme
sacrifices for the basic Human right of freedom of religion and saved Hinduism from
the onslaught of Mughals. Sikhism teaches co-existence of all religions with due regard
to each religion by everyone and the comparative study of the religions under this
parameter in a bonafide spirit. No body should assert that a religion followed by others
is a part of another religion. It rather should not be a concern of anybody that why
and how the others follow any religion. Religion is a personal conviction for each and
every human being. All the religions lead to the same destination; then why to dispute
over their different methodologies ? All the religions proclaim the same virtues and
condemn the same vices. The only difference is the methodology to eliminate the vices
and inculcate the virtues.

In fact all religions have the same basic theme, the pious relationship of man
and God, admitting the existence of one God, the Creator of the creation. The
relationship between man and man is the automatic outcome of it. The difference is
only in the way of approach to the same issue and in the methodology to come closer
to that supreme being. That is why there are several similarities despite several
dissimilarities in all the religions. No religion can be said to be the part of some other
religion as a separate religion comes into existence only due to its different ideology,
doctrines and religious practices. The founders of all the religions have proclaimed
themselves to be the prophets of God, having personal contacts with Him: through
the high divine emotionalism and convey His message according to His commandments
to the mankind. In the world of religions such a belief exists. The followers of a new
religion are naturally the previous followers of one or the other existing religion.
Rather several religions have the same original founder. Just as the Semitic religions,
the instance is of Prophet Ibrahim. Christ very clearly stated that he has come to explain
the prophetic proclamations of the previous prophets such as |brahim and Moses and
not to contradict them. But Christianity became a separate religion after the name
of Christ though most of his followers previously followed the earlier religions and
the sermons of Moses. Even founder of Islam, Hazrat Mohammed accepted these
previous prophets, but Islam became a separate religion. Its followers were the
followers of the existing religions before their conversion to Islam. At present
Christianity has one third of world's population as its followers while Islam is a little
less than that.

If the founder of Sikh religion was born in a Hindu family and most of his
followers, the Sikhs, were the previous followers of Hinduism, it could be no ground
to assert that Sikhism is a part of Hinduism. It is well known that Guru Nanak had
declined at a very early age to accept the rites and rituals of Hinduism. He outrightly
refused to wear the sacred thread of Hinduism, at the age of twelve because it was
useless. Providing prophetic guidance to the Pundit, who came to perform that
essential ceremony of Hinduism, Guru Nanak said that the sacred thread should be
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in reality of contentment, continence and Truth and it is spun by adoring and praising
the name of God alone that a True thread can be obtained. When the question of
'Sharadh’ ceremony came up before Guru Nanak which in Hinduism is considered as
giving of delicious meals to Brahmins considered to reach the ancestors, he ridiculed
it in strong words that God would cut off the hands of the Brahmins to do His justice
for the role of a go between. Guru Nanak proclaimed that he had the audience with
God who deputed him to convey his message of Truth, Name of God and pious deeds
to the entire mankind and he fulfilled this Divine mission requiring all religious centres
of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam with the prime assertion that there is no Hindu
and no Muslim. He denounced all the customs, rites, rituals and religious practices
of Hinduism. All his nine successors, one after the other, followed in his footsteps and
preached their separate Sikh Religion.

Guru Arjan Dev, the fifth Sikh Guru, specifically proclaimed in his Divine Hymns
that he is not Hindu nor Mussalman, neither following any of the religious practices,
rites and rituals of these religions, All the Sikh Gurus discarded the essentials of
Hinduism and even proclaimed that Vedas, the Hindu religious scriptures, neither
preached nor reached the reality of God. Sikhs established their separate sovereign
Sikh State after ousting the Mughal rulers and Afghan invaders. If someone still dares
to make false assertions that Sikhism is a part of Hinduism and Sikhs are a sect of
Hindus, then it has to be clarified and falsified. It is only due to such a
misrepresentation of Sikhism and Sikhs that a detailed discussion has become
necessary as otherwise it may be difficult to understand the distinct ideology, doctrines
and religious practices of Sikhism. No doubt, to introduce the study of a religion and
its people there should be no need to discuss the negative assertions that it is not
a part of some religion.

Guru Nanak Dev proclaimed :

God has no incarnation

God's secret is not found in the Vedas or the books of the Musalmans;

The great sustainer of the Earth has no end,

God is inaccessible. unfathomable. altogether distinct from His creation,

He cherishes and watches over all creations of the world,

God saveth man through the true Guru's instructions,

God having created the world arrangeth it.

He speaketh in the wind; water, fire,

There is no salvation without the True Guru,

There are no real friends but the Guru and God,

Efface pride and serve the Guru 'O, Nanak and you shalt be dyed with God's love;
Abandon falsehood, pursue the Truth, and you shall obtaineth the fruit of your heart desires,

Accept the true Guru's word as true, you shall be absorbed in God. (Maru Solhe)
(Macauliffe, The Sikh Religion, Vol. 1, pp. 362-364)

To engage in ritualistic practices is of no avail :
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"To give a feast, make a burnt offering, offer alms, perform penance and worship and endure bodily
pain forever are of no avail;
Without God's name, salvation is not obtained, the holy man obtaineth it by Name;
Without God's name it is useless to be born in the world;
Even though, man take up the beggar's staff and pot and adopt the hair tuft, the sacrificial thread
and the Dhoti of the Hindus, go to places of pilgrimage and wander far and wide;
Yet shall he not find comfort without God's name, he who repeateth it shall be saved;
Even though man weave his hair into crown, apply ashes to his body doff his clothes and wander
naked (as Hindu Sadhus);
Yet shall he be not satisfied without God's name; it is under the stress of prenatal acts the man
assumeth a devotional garb.”

(Macauliffe, Rag Bhairo, The Sikh Religion, Vol. |, p. 370)

The futility of Idolatory (in Hinduism) :

"Thou in thy house keepest an Idol, with all its attendant gods;

Thou washest it and worshippest it;

Thou offerest it Kungu, sandal and flowers,

Thou fallest at its feet and propitiatest it to the utmost;

Yet it is by continually begging of men thou clothest and supportest thyself;

For such foolish act shall thou receive the punishment of the foolish;

The idol giveth thee not when hungry, nor preserveth thee from death;

[t is like a foolish quarrel among the blind.

They who make truth their fasting, contentment their place of pilgrimage.

Divine knowledge and meditation their ablutions;

Mercy their idol and forgiveness their rosary, are foremost in god's favour;

Nanak, few there are who make the right way their loin clothes, meditation on God their cooking

squares, good deeds their frontal marks and God's love their food."
(Macauliffe, Rag Bhairo, The Sikh Religion, Vol. 1, pp. 372-74)

And

"Men without divine knowledge sing hymns; (Brahmins)

The hungry mullah maketh a home of his mosque;

One man who earneth nothing seiteth his ears; (jogi)

Another becometh a beggar and loseth his caste.

Touch not at all the feet of those, who call themselves Gurus and Pirs and go begging.

They who eat the fruit of their labour and bestow something O Nanak, recognize the right way."
(Macauliffe, The Sikh Religion, Vol. 1, p. 374)

And

"The Brahmans read the epic poems before devotional acts and cause others to perform them;
But without knowing God they know nothing;

The perverse are separated from God and miserable;

They who obtain the Guru's instructions are pure and shall be honoured at the True court.
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The Niwali feat, the suspension of breath in the dorsal chamber, the turning of brain into a still,
making expiration and inspiration like the Jogis and suspending the breath are of no avail;

Without the true Guru man knoweth nothing: he is led astray in error, sinketh and dieth;
The fool is defiled and the more he washeth the more is he defiled.
The filth of his heart shall never depart.
All religious acts are vain except the repetition of the Name; they are like conjurer's tricks which
deceive the spectators; the six religious duties are contained in the Name of the Bright one.
According to the Hindus foul is the ablution of the Chandal and Vain are his religious ceremonies
and decorations;
False is the wisdom of perverse;
Their acts produce strife;
In the impure man is pride, he obtaineth not the flavour of the Lord;
Insipid the pleasure of doing other than the repetition of God's name."
(Macauliffe, Prabhati Ashatpadi, The Sikh Religion, Vol. |, pp. 378-79)

And

Regarding Ram Chandra, the Hindu incarnation of God, Guru Nanak Dev
proclaimed that if Ram had been God, he would not have lost his wife Sita and he
would have himself healed his half brother Lachhman, instead calling on Hanuman
to do so. It was God, the Almighty who did everything not Ram:

"Ram Chandra mourned in his soul for Sita and Lachhman: He remembered Hanuman and he came
to meet him: The misguided demon, Ravan did not know it was not Ram but God who did this:
Nanak, God is independent, Ram could not erase his destiny for salvation.”

"Without the Guru, there is no Divine knowledge, while without faith no meditation; without truth.
there is no credit; without capital no balance."

These few divine proclamations of Guru Nanak obviously show that he had
discarded the essentials of Hinduism and had presented his divine thought, nucleus
of which is the Name of God, besides Truth and pious deeds.

Regarding the three main Gods of Hinduism, Guru Nanak proclaimed :

"Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are disease afflicted as is afflicted the whole world. They only who realize
God and reflect on Guru's words are emancipated.”
(5GGS, p. 1127)

"Who reflects upon his own self is the knower of God."
(SGGS, p. 151)

And

In Sikhism, there can be no incarnation of God, or any other god and goddess,
as there is only one and one God (formless, unknown, and self illuminated). Guru
Nanak proclaimed :

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com

I\



62 Religion and History of the Sikhs

"God has no form, no colour and no features. Through true Guru He becomes manifested.”
(SGGS, p. 697)

And

“God is casteless. He is unborn, self illuminated and without desires and doubts."
(SGGS, p. 697)

Thus Sikh religion has its own distinct concept of God.
Guru Arjan Dev, the Fifth Sikh Guru, proclaimed that scriptures and rites of
Hinduism are not equal to God's Name :

"| have seen many Shastras, many Samrities (Hinduism scriptures) and searched them all; they are
O Nanak, not equal to God's priceless Name."

"Muttering spells, doing penance, pretending knowledge, all meditation; the expositions of the six
Shastras and of the Simritis; the practice of Jog, the performance of vani religious ceremonies;
The abandonment of everything wandering in the forest, superstitions, efforts of various
descriptions;
Also giving the sacrificial Hom, the bestowal of many jewels, cutting pieces of one's body and making
them a burnt offering. The performance of fasting vows of many kinds. (These are all rituals and
rites and religious practices of Hinduism)
All these are not equal to the contemplation of God's Name;
Nanak, even if it be only once as directed by the Guru.'

(Salok and Ashatpadi (i), ll, Sukhmani Sahib)

Sikh religion is the latest world religion for the present space age. It has no
superstitions or myths with which the Hindu religion is full of. Sikhism leads man
directly to the goal without verbal theorizing as contained in Hinduism. Sikhism
satisfies the developed scientific and juristic mind of today providing the solution of
the problems of modern man without superstitions, myths, and confusions of
Hinduism. Sikhism advocates humanity to be of any race and stresses upon the
brotherhood of mankind, upholding the equality of mankind and individual dignity,
totally rejecting the caste and creed system and discrimination between man and man
on whatever ground.

Sikhism rejects the concept of God of Hinduism and its gods and goddesses and
incarnations of God and their belief in idolatory and provides its own concept of God
(one and the only one, formless, unborn and self illuminated) whose light shines in
all, and unity with that super soul can only be achieved by meditation in the name
of God so as to imbue His Name in one's mind and lead a life of Truth and pious
deeds.

Sikhism rejects the rites, rituals and religious practices of Hinduism of outwardly
search for Truth, self tortures to the body, visits holy places as pilgrimages, ritual baths
in rivers, offerings to Fire and all other to exercises to be futile to wipe out the sins
for emancipation. Sikhism proclaims that everything is inside one's mind. Impurities
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can be wiped out by reciting the Name of God and realising continual presence of
God in one's mind.

Sikhism thus rejects Hinduism by declaring that Sikh religion is the direct
revelation through Sikh Gurus, the Divine message of the creator of the creation, to
the entire mankind. Truth and Name of God helps to enlighten and uplift the mankind
in the present age.

Sikhism and Hinduism in Contradiction on Many Aspects

In fact Sikhism is in total contradiction to Hinduism on all the three main aspects
of religions. These are:

|. The pious relationship between man and God, the Almighty.
Il. Relationship between man and man
1. Way of living

As to the first aspect of relationship between man and God, the Almighty, Sikhism
believes in fatherhood of one and the only one God (formless, unborn and seif-
illuminated) and to always remain under His will and commandments; to meditate
in His Name alone as to abide in his mind, and thus burn one's ego and eliminate
vices to cultivate virtues to lead a Truthful living. Sikhism totally rejects the theory
of numerous gods and goddesses as incarnations of God and their belief in idolatory.
Concept of God in Hinduism and of that in Sikhism is altogether in contradiction and
the mode of worship as well. Hinduism, on the one hand, believes in the numerous
gods and goddesses as incarnations of God, to have been born in the world and their
worship in idolatory. Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva are the prominent gods of Hinduism
and their spouses as goddesses are also to be worshipped in idolatory. Ram Chandra,
the King of Ayodhya and Sri Krishna, the King of Mathura are the incarnations of God
in Hinduism, to be worshipped in idolatory. Numerous other gods and goddesses
including, Varuna - Sky God, Indra - Rain God, Surya - Sun God, Wayu - Wind God,
Agni - Fire God, are also worshipped in Hinduism. Sikhism outrightly rejects all such
gods and goddeses as incarnations of God and their worship in idolatory. This
contradiction is on the very basic aspect of a religion to the concept of God, the
Almighty, and His worship, which can never be reconciled. Thus Sikhism and Hinduism
on this first main aspect, are in total contradiction to each other.

On the second main aspect as to the relationship between man and man, Sikhism
and Hinduism are also in total contradiction to each other. Sikhism believes in
brotherhood of mankind as the creation of the same creator whose fatherhood is
believed in Sikhism. The entire followers of Sikhism one of equal status without any
discrimination on the basis of caste, creed and sex or whatever ground there might
be. Sikhism believes in dignity and honour of each individual and that everyone is
capable to do any type of work for which he is competent. Sikhism gives great
significance to social responsibility to seek justice not for one's ownself but for everyone
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who is victim of injustice. The cardinal principle of Sikhism is that the grace of God,
the Almighty, is present where poor and the so called lowcasts are looked after, and
that there has to be a classless society.

Still further, Hinduism has created the creed and caste system and inequality of
women on sex basis. It has divided society in four castes—Brahmins, Kshatryas, Vaish
and Sudras - giving superiority to Brahmins over all others and the lowest status -
the untouchability to Sudras with the dictum of their sage Mannu. If this division
is interfered with, it would pollute Dharma itself. Ironically there is no consideration
of ability and capability of a particular set of people. The Brahmin, howsoever
incapable and incompetent he would be, would still be supreme while the Sudra,
howsoever intelligent, capable or competent he may be, will remain on the lowest
cadre. Such discriminations based upon caste and creed system and other grounds,
totally discarding the equality and dignity of mankind can never reconcile with Sikhism
wherein love and equally between man and man, is the cardinal rule. There is thus
total contradiction as to this aspect between Sikhism and Hinduism.

The ways of life in Sikhism and in Hinduism are in total contradiction. The way
of life in every religion is based on its own doctrines and principles. The way of life
in Sikhism is Truthful living, and belief lies only in the teachings of Sikh Gurus. Guru
Granth Sahib is to be the eternal Guru and guidance in every matter is to be taken
from it. There should be no belief in any other religion and scriptures. To become
a Sikh and act as a Sikh, the basic initiation procedure of taking Amrit of double-
edged sword and keeping the five emblems of Sikh faith called 5 K's is obligatory.
Unshorn hair, turban on the head, Kirpan on the body besides other emblems are a
must. The prescribed daily routine is of recitation of Gurbani in the morning and
evening and meditation on the Name of God and permanent presence of God in the
mind. Earning by honest means and after meeting one's needs, the remaining is to
be shared with the needy while reserving ten percent of income for charitable and
religious purposes is the dictum of Sikhism.

The useless rites and rituals of Hinduism or any other faith have been totally
forbidden to Sikhs. Belief in Hindu scriptures, Vedas, Purans, Shastras, Samiritis, epics
of Ramayana and Mahabharata, numerous gods and goddesses, and the symbols of
the sacred Thread and Tilak have all been rejected in Sikhism. In Hinduism, the main
stress is on pilgrimages, taking of ritual baths to wipe out sins in the rivers, recitation
of the Hindu scriptures for ceremonial functions by the priestly class of Branmins, to
feast the Brahmins on Sharadhs and Kumbh festivals so as to reach one's ancestors,
have also been outrightly rejected in Sikhism. In Sikhism only the Name of God as
contained in Guru Granth Sahib can wash the sins that take place in the mind of man.
In Hinduism, marriage is solemnized by seven steps before the fire which has been
forbidden in Sikhism, where marriage is solemnized in the presence of Guru Granth
Sahib, for which Anand Marriage Act 1909 has been enacted. This also establishes
the separate identity of Sikhs. In Hinduism, the Hindu law is applicable for all the
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personal matters, which is not applicable to Sikhs, who are governed by their own
customary law in their personal matters. The way of life is thus contradictory in these
two religions.

Bhai Rattan Singh Bhangu, the eminent Sikh scholar of 19th century in his
prestigious book Panth Parkash has stated :

"Sikhs are totally separate from Hindus and Muslims, having their independent religion and
nationality. They do not take the last remains to Ganges like Hindus and neither do any rituals
of Hinduism. They have totally discarded and rejected the Hindu rituals of cotton thread (Janeu)
and the idolatry. They only believe in one and only one God and not Hindu gods and incarnations.
They do not accept the scriptures of Hinduism and Isiam, Ved, Puran and Kateb. They accept only
the Gurbani of Guru Nanak and other Sikh Gurus (Guru Granth Sahib). They do not accept the
caste and creeds of Hinduism. They do not believe in the graves. They do not believe in the Sutak
of Hinduism and neither its ritual baths in rivers. They do not accept the Hindu marks on forehead
or the like Tulsi, Mala, Bodi and Dhoti. They have totally rejected all the rites and rituals of Hinduism
and feel proud to call themselves Sikhs."

Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha, the eminent scholar of Sikh Religion in his book Hum
Hindu Nahin Sikhs are not Hindus;' published in the 19th century to contradict the
allegation of Swami Daya Nand, has given the comparative, contradictory features of
Hinduism and Sikhism :

1. Hindus believe in Gyatri, while Sikhs in Gurmantar—Waheguru and Mul
Mantra as contained in the very beginning of Guru Granth Sahib.

2. Hindus have Mangla Charna of Shri Ganesh Namah, while Sikhs recite
Waheguru.

3. Greetings of Hindus is Ram Ram and Namaste, while the Sikhs offer
Waheguru ji Ka Khalsa-Waheguru ji Ki Fateh.

4, Scriptures of Hindus—Ved, Puran, Shastra, Samirities while of Sikhs is Guru
Granth Sahib.

5. Temples of Hindus—Thakar Duaras, Shivalas, while of Sikhs have Gurdwaras.

6. Initiation of Hindus—Sacred thread (Janeu), Mundan, but the Sikhs take
Amrit-Pahul of double-edged sword.

7. Emblems of Hindus—Mark on forehead, sacred thread, Mala, Dhoti; while

those of Sikhs are Unshorn hair, Kirpan, Kachhera, Kara and Kangha.

Priests of Hindus—Brahmins, Sanyasi while those of Sikhs is Guru Khalsa.

9. Sacred days of Hindus—Janam Ashtami, Ram Naumi etc. While those of Sikhs
are Gurpurabs.

10. Bheta Parshad of Hindus—Choorma, Laddoos, flowers, while that of Sikhs
is Karah Parshad.

@

"Thus all these religious rites, rituals and religious practices on all these matters of Hindus and Sikhs
are altogether different, independent and contradictory and have nothing to do with the other. Sikh
Religion is an independent separate religion, and Sikhs are of separate nation. Those who call them
as Hindus are totally ignorant in this regard.”
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Process of Creation, Sustenance and Destroying Contradictions
in Sikhism and Hinduism

The basic theory of the creation of mankind in Hinduism is full of imaginary
superstitions and unnatural myths. Brahma is stated to have been born from the lotus
flower which had grown in the body of Vaishanav. Brahmin was born from the mouth
of Brahma: Kashatarya from his arms, Vaish from legs, while Sudra from his feet.
Brahma is stated to have told his son Narad that Shivji had created him and Vishnu.
Sita wife of Ram Chandra of Ayodhya is stated to have been found by Janak, her father
when he was tilling the soil, from underneath the earth. Pandav brothers are stated
to be born from the Mantras of a Rishi just like Karan. Kauravas are stated to have
been born from 100 pots in which the collected mass from the pregnancy of Gandhari
had been put in small pieces by Vyas Rishi when she had injured herself in anger.
Dronacharaya, Guru of Kaurvas and Pandavs is stated to have been born from a
wooden pot. Rishi Bhrigu is stated to be the son of fire and Brahma. There are many
such tales that exist in Hinduism. Sikhism totally rejects such superstitions and myths
of Hinduism. Sikhism rejects the division of mankind of Hinduism created from the
very beginning of the creation. Sikhism teaches that everyone is born from the union
of his or her father and mother, and only the God, Almighty is exception-being unborn,
self existent, creator of the creation.

In Hinduism, Brahma is the creator, Vishnu is the sustainer, while Shiva is the
destroyer of the creation. Sikhism totally rejects this thought and advocates that there
is one and only one God, who is the creator, sustainer, and destroyer as well of the
entire creation. Everyone is under His will and commandment directly. The basic
theory of these three self made gods of Hinduism has been denounced in Sikhism.
There is thus obvious contradiction in Sikhism and Hinduism regarding very basic
thoughts of the creation of mankind and the process involved in it. It is natural and
convining in Sikhism. It is unbelievable and mythical in Hinduism.

Sikhism proclaims :

"From the True Lord God proceeds the Air and from Air comes Water, from water God created
the three worlds and in every heart, He infused His light"
(SGGS, p. 9)

"God, only and the only one, has created the universe and shall ultimately destroy it. Without Him,
there is no other second.”
(SGGS, p. 355)

"The creation is in the power of the creator, who by His might is sustaining it
(SGGS, p. 1410)

"The egg born, the placenta born, the earth born and the sweat born beings are all created by God
(one and only one) He is contained amongst all."
(SGGS, p. 595)
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"It is general belief (in Hinduism) that Maya, was created under a designed plan and her three

disciples were appointed. One who creates the world, Brahma; one who sustains it, Vishnu; and

one who destroys it, Shiva. The most wonderful thing is that they cannot see God, the Almighty,

who beholds them. In fact God alone causes everyone to act in the way, he wishes and commands."
(SGGS, p. 7)

"The union of mother and father brings the body into being. On that the Creator, God the Almighty,
inscribes the writ of His will. This writ relates to the gifts, light and giory. Associating with the
mammon, the man loses the Divine understanding.”

(SGGS, p. 989)

Sikhism thus outrightly rejects the unnatural birthrights and imaginary stories of
Hinduism and the three main gods of Hinduism and the duties assigned to them
without understanding the reality of one God, the Creator, who is Himself the sustainer
and the destroyer. The basic concepts of creation, its sustenance and destruction are
in contradiction in Sikhism and Hinduism, which leads to the contradictory concept
and authority of God itself. This contradiction as to the creator and creation is one
of the vital and fundamental aspect, of the two religions which can never be reconciled.

Professor Puran Singh, an eminent scholar, rightly remarks :

"Guru Gobind Singh exactly like Guru Nanak almost in the same phrase dismisses all the so-called
religions and creeds of India as blind superstitions. The gurus liberated man from the slavery of
the Devas and Vedas."

(Spirit of the Sikhs)

According to J.D. Cunningham :

"Guru Nanak saved Sikhs from those blunders in which Indian society had been indulging for
centuries and he instructed the Sikhs for the remembrance of God and truthful character and in
this manner he founded the religion, simple, clear cut and independent and beyond the false rituals
and rites.”

(History of the Sikhs, London, 1849)

Misrepresentation of Hinduism and Islam Names in Guru
Granth Sahib for God

In Guru Granth Sahib, there are several names of Hinduism and Islam. Like Ram,
Hari, Raghunath etc. of Hinduism and Rahim, Allah etc. of Islam are used for God
as those were prevalent and known to the public in those days. Some of the
fundamentalist Hindus have tried to falsely misrepresent that Sikhs are worshippers
of Ram etc. as these names are mentioned in Guru Granth Sahib which is obviously
baseless. If on that ground, Sikhs can be said to be Hindus, then Muslims would be
also justified to label Sikhs as Muslims. Guru Arjan Dev, fifth Sikh Guru, had clarified
it in his Hymns :
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"0 God, people remember you by numerous names, but none of such names is real. Your real name
is Truth."
(SGGS, p. 1083)

Guru Nanak Dev, the founder of Sikh Religion, in the very beginning of Guru
Granth Sahib has given the concept of God to be the one and only one, unborn, formless
and self-illuminated and that God is Truth form the beginning, in the present and in
future as well. How can the names of the God or incarnations of God of Hinduism
who were born in human form can ever be relevant for God, the Almighty, as described
in Sikhism ?

The names of Hindu gods or incarnations of God, wherever referred to the
historical context and the discussion have been separately identified and rejected. |t
is not a new thing in a religion and there are numerous examples. In older times,
Allah was a name for a specific Idol but in Quran it has been used for God, the
Almighty. 'God' was used by Ten tones for their Idol, but it became the name of the
Creator, super being in Christianity when they embraced that religion. Tehorah was
the name of some Devta in Assyria but in Judaism it was used for God, the Almighty.
There is nothing in the names 'but the reality is the true concept of God.

Rightly remarked, Prof. Puran Singh in his prestigious book Spirit of the Sikh,
Vol Il, p. 274, condemning this objectionable falsehood :

"With such a heretical departure from Brahmanical philosophy neither words nor Brahmanical
theories can have the old meaning with the Guru. The main direction of the Guru's mind determines
their new significance and the disciple knows "Raghunath means "The Lord" or Raghuvanisha, Rama
Hari, Shiva, Vishnu; all these words happen to be used by the Gurus. Admitted, and therefore, it
is claimed, the Sikh is the worshipper of Rama and other gods of Hindu pantheon. Nothing could
be more nonsensical.”

"Could not the meanings be what can coincide with the effect, they have produced on the life of

the people and are still producing. Could not the scholar's jobbery be made more reverent to the

spirit of Truth and less obedient to the dead letter of traditional interpretation of Guru's revolution

in religious thought and the noble plant stands above the language and myths of Brahmanical India."
(Spirit of the Sikh, p. 274)

Dasam Granth Misrepresented

Some Hindu fundamentalists refer to Dasam Granth that it contains the
compositions in praise of goddess Durga, and other incarnations of God and some
Hindu gods and goddesses like Chandi di Var, Chandi Charitra and Chaubis Avtars of
Hinduism and that as such Sikhism is proved to be a part of Hinduism. Such elements
rather remain themselves unnecessarily engaged in spreading the importance of Dasam
Granth for Sikhs with such a motivation, though they have no interest in otherwise
accepting the Sikh religion. Sikhs have disputed from the very beginning the bulk of
the compositions of Dasam Granth to be of Guru Gobind Singh. It contains a few
compositions of Guru Gobind Singh in which gods, goddesses and incarnations of Gods
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of Hinduism and Hindu scriptures (Vedas, Shastras, Puranas) have been outrightly
rejected. Guru Gobind Singh had ordained the Sikhs to accept Guru Granth Sahib as
eternal Sikh Guru in perpetuity. In Guru Granth Sahib, all the gods and goddesses
as incarnations of God of Hinduism have been outrightly rejected. The rites, rituals
and other customary traditions of Hinduism have been rejected as useless. The caste
and creed distinctions in Hinduism have also been totally rejected.

Sikhism has presented its own concept of God, (one and only one, unborn,
formless and self illuminated) whose light shines in all without any discrimination.
Sikhism has presented its religious scripture Guru Granth Sahib to be Sikh Guru
Eternal, the nucleus of which is Name of God. Sikhism has advocated human race
as one and brotherhood of humanity with equality to every human being. These are
the teachings of Guru Gobind Singh himself and these are reflected in his compositions.

The praise and acceptance of any god, goddess or any incarnation of God is totally
against the Sikh religion. Thus any composition in Dasam Granth can never be of Guru
Gobind Singh in which goddess Durga and other gods and goddesses and incarnations
of Hinduism are praised and accepted. It is a very sure test. The compositions relating
to Hindu legends have been interpolated in Dasam Granth, which are the translations
of Bhagwat Puran of Hinduism of Chaubis Avtar, and of the Markandey Puran, Adhayas
81-94, written by Hindu Rishi Markandey; this work being of some Hindu poet
translation from Sanskrit of Durga path. It is thus totally false to say that these are
written by Guru Gobind Singh. Similarly, such other compositions are not of Guru
Gobind Singh. The interpolation of such composition in Dasam Granth is obviously
the work of Brahmanical agents as Guru Gobind Singh had warned the Sikhs not to
follow the rites and rituals of Hinduism as Brahmanical cult remains separate from
Hinduism. This Brahmanical Hindu priestly class were the real sufferers from Sikhism
as they had been condemned in Sikhism and their exploitation of innocent masses
were exposed while their superiority over others was denounced. This class was in
the know of such Sanskrit compositions by their Rishis.

Dasam Granth had not been compiled by Guru Gobind Singh. It did not see the
light of the day for over two decades after the death of Guru Gobind Singh. It is not
known with certainty that from whose custody these compositions were obtained to
include in Dasam Granth. Sikhs were in armed conflict with Mughal rulers in those
days. It was thus a convenient time and occasion at the hands of Sikh adversaries
to make such interpolations. It is a self deception to now take advantage of those self-
made interpolations and fabrications. No one can be convinced in this regard.

The American scholar of world religions, who authored his book World Religions.
Geoffary Parrinder took no time to come to the right conclusion, at page 259 as
remarked :

"The Dasam Granth is an eighteenth century collection of miscellaneous works attributed to Guru
Gobind Singh. The attribution appears to be accurate in the case of a few compositions but the
bulk of the collection, consisting of Hindu legends and tales of the viles of women cannot possibly
have been his work."
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Several other scholars of Sikh religion have also analyzed the composition of
Dasam Granth and have come to such a conclusion. There can be no other conclusion.

In fact, Guru Gobind Singh had completed the final phase of Sikhism. He made
it obligatory to keep distinct Sikh identity from Hinduism.

Guru Gobind Singh was very much vocal in denouncing and rejecting the gods,
goddesses and incarnation of the Hindu religion in his Divine Proclamations :

"Why call Shiva God and Why speak Brahma as God;
God is not Ram Chandra or Krishna or Vishnu, whom ye suppose to be the Lords of the world;
Sukdev, Parasar and Vyas erred in abandoning the one God and worshipping many Gods:
All have setup false religions;
[, in every way believe that there is but one God."
(Thirty Three sawayas, XV samaya)

To impute to such a great Guru, the Hindu legends and praises of Durga Hindu
goddesses can be nothing more than a false assertion. The interpolations made by the
Brahmanical mind stand totally exposed and falsified as irreligious. The light can never
be blended by darkness and truth can never be overshadowed by falsehood.

Guru Gobind Singh made it mandatory for every Sikh to be baptized with Amrit
of double-edged sword and possess the five emblems of Sikhism including uncut hair,
turban on the head and kirpan on the body giving a conspicuous separate identity
to the Sikhs, which could be visible from far off distance even to a blurred eye.
Ordinances of Guru Gobind Singh created a mighty separate Sikh nation which wiped
out the Mughal rulers and Afghan invaders and established its own separate Sikh
empire throughout North India with its boundaries touching Afghanistan on one side
and China on the other. Even the British, after occupying rest of India had to enter
into an agreement with the Sikhs not to interfere in the territories of each other. The
separate identity of Sikhs created by Guru Gobind Singh stood as a rock to frustrate
and fail the futile attempts of some Hindu fundamentalists to misrepresent Sikhs to
be a part of Hinduism. If still Dasam Granth of Guru Gobind Singh, with whatsoever
interpolation and fabrications, is misrepresented to suggest that the Sikhs are part of
Hinduism, there can be no more falsehood and misrepresentation.

Sikh Gurus Rejected Hinduism

All the Sikh Gurus rejected Hinduism outrightly. They rejected the gods and
goddesses and incarnations of God of Hinduism. They rejected the scriptures of
Hinduism. They rejected the rites, rituals and religious practices of Hinduism. Guru
Nanak, the founder of Sikhism at the very beginning declared:

"There is ho Hindu: There is no Musalman."

He refused to wear the sacred thread of Hinduism at the age of 12 years, declaring
it to be useless and he was not to follow the religious practices of Hinduism.
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Guru Arjan Dev, the fifth Guru proclaimed :

"I am neither Hindu nor Musalman. My body and soul belongs to God, the Almighty, who is called
God of Hinduism and God of Muslims also. | perform no Hindu worship nor | offer Hindu prayer.
| serve only one and one God and no other."

(SGGS, p. 1130)

(That God is formless, unborn and self-illuminated; altogether in contradiction to the concept of
Hinduism.)

Guru Gobind Singh proclaimed :

"Some are Hindus, some Muslims priests and Mullahs. Consider human race as one. One God is
everyone's only one image, one light. He is the creator. He is the provider and is merciful.”
(Akal Ustat)

And

"The Hindu worship and Muslim, prayer are the same. All men are the same. It is only through
error that we see them different.”
(Akal Ustat)

The barriers of religions were broken; one is neither Hindu nor Musalman, only
the servants or God, the Almighty.
Guru Nanak rejected the gods, goddesses and incarnations of Hinduism:

"Brahma, indulged in ego, and he understood not the God."
(SGGS, p. 224)

And

"Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva (all the three main gods of Hinduism) are decease-afflicted, as afflicted
the whole world. They only who realize God and reflect on Guru's words are emancipated.”
(SGGS, p. 1127)

And

"God has no form, no colour, and no features. Through the True-Name, he becomes manifest.”
(5GGS, p. 697)

Guru Amar Dass, Third Sikh Guru rejected the Gods of Hinduism :

"Brahma, Vishnu, Mahadev (Shiva) remained entangled in three qualities of Maya materialism, and
they spread egoism and attachment."
(SGGS, p. 852)

And

"Brahma uttered Vedas and remained entangled in materialism and attachment, Mahadev (Shiva)
suffered from egoism and dark tendency."
(SGGS, p. 559)
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Guru Ram Dass, fourth Sikh Guru, rejected the Hindu gods :

"Brahma, Vishnu and Mahadev were suffering from three qualities of materialism and were acting
under egoism. They remembered not God, the creator. Only Guru's word understands the Supreme
being."

(SGGS, p. 735)

Guru Arjan Dev, fifth Sikh Guru, rejected the gods of Hinduism :

"Brahma, Vishnu and Mahadev were under the worldly attachments. Only Guru's word remembers
the Name of God."
(SGGS, p. 394)

Guru Gobind Singh, Sikhs' tenth Guru, rejected the gods of Hinduism :

"Brahrna, Vishnu and Shiva, were to be entangled in noose of death.”
(Akal Ustat)

Guru Gobind Singh proclaimed :

"Ye say that God is unconceived and unborn. How could He have been from the womb of Kausalya
(Ram Chander); if whom we call Krishna were God why was he subject to death? Why should
God, whom ye describe as Holy and without enmity, have driven ‘Arjan's chariot' ? Worship, as God,
Him, whose secrets none hath known or shall know."

And

"Why call Shiva God and why speak Brahma as God? God is not Ram Chander or Krishna, or Vishnu.
whom ye suppose to be the Lords of the World;

Sukdev, Parasar and Vyas erred in abandoning the one God and worshipping many gods.

All have setup false religions; |, in every way believe that there is but one God.”

And

"Some worship Brahma as God others point to Shiva as God;
Some say that Vishnu is the Lord of the World and that by worshipping Him ali sins are erased;
Think on this a thousand times, O fool, at the last hour, all thy gods will forsake thee;
Meditate on Him in thy heart who was, is and ever shall be."

(Thirty three Sawayas, XlIl, XV, and XVI)

Worship not Stones

"Why worship a stone, God is not in a stone;
Worship Him as God, by the worship of whom all thy sins shall be erased.
And by uttering whose Name thou shall be freed from all thy mental and bodily entanglements.
Make the meditation of God ever the rule of action;
No advantage can be obtained by the practice of false religion.”
(Thirty three Sawayas, XX)
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And

"Thou hast for long read the Vedas and the books of the Musalmans, but not found a secret in
them;

Thou hast wandered in various places to worship but the one God thou hast not seated in thy heart:
Thou hast bowed thy head to stones and cemeteries, but obtained naught:

O foolish man, forsaking the manifest God, why art thou entangled in thy obstinacy.”

(Thirty Three Sawayas, XXVI)
(English translation by Macauliffe in The Sikh Religion, Vol. V, pp. 318-321)

Guru Nanak Dev rejected the scriptures of Hinduism :

"Vedas speak of and interpret God, but know not His limits; six are the creeds of Shastras, but no
one merges through them."
(SGGS, p. 148)

And

"Eighteen Puranas and four Vedas know not God's secrets.”
(SGGS, p. 355)

And

"Hindus have forgotten the God and are going the wrong way. As Narad instructed, so they worship
idols. They are blind, dumb, and the blindest of the blind. The ignorant and unwise take stones
and worship them. These stones when themselves sink, how shall they free thee across."

(SGGS, p. 506)

"Hindus bathest, washest and worshippest the stones without being imbued with God. They remain
impure and filthy."
(SGGS, p. 904)

"The Shastras and Vedas keep man bound to three modes of materialism and he does the blind
deeds."
(SGGS, p. 1126)

Guru Amar Dass, the third Sikh Guru, proclaimed :

"Hindus recite Samirtis, Shastras and Vedas, but deluded by doubts they understand not the reality;
without following the doctrines and Divine thought of Sikh religion, man understands not reality
and obtains no peace, misery after misery he earns."

(SGGS, p. 113)

Guru Arjan Dev, the fifth Sikh Guru, proclaimed :

"There are many Samirtis and Shastras, which | have thoroughly studied, but none of them reaches
or preaches the invaluable Name of God."
(Sukhmani Sahib)
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Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru, proclaimed :

"Ram (incarnation of Hindusim), Rahim (Muslim prophet), Puran (scripture of Hinduism), Quran

(scripture of Islam), have put forth several thoughts, but | accept none of them. Simritis, Shastras

and Vedas (scriptures of Hinduism) describe several secrets but | recognize none of them."
(Sawayas)

Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikh religion rejected all the religions, practices, rites
and rituals of Hinduism :

"Thorough burnt offerings and recitations of religious books of Hinduism, (HAVAN) God is known
not. The True One is realized by Gurbani, as contained in Guru Granth Sahib."
(SGGS, p. 992)

And

"Even though man may give gracious feasts make burnt offerings offer alms, perform penances and
worship and suffering even endue bodily pain and self torture; (as prescribed in Hinduism) he
obtains no emancipation.”

(SGGS, p. 1127)

And

"Ascetic staff, begging bowl, haircut, sacred thread, loin cloth, pilgrimages to Holy places and
excessive wanderings abroad (as prescribed in Hinduism), bring no peace. Without Name of God,
peace is obtained not. He who utters the Name of God, swims across.”

(SGGS, p. 1127)

"Instead of washing the stone God, if one washes his mind, his filth shall be removed, his soul shall
be cleansed and he will get deliverance.”
(SGGS, p. 474)

Guru Nanak, in his Divine verses proclaimed as to Hindu religion and its
followers :

"You read books, perform your twilight, argue, worship stones and sit like cranes;
You utter falsehood as excellent jewels; you meditate on the Gayatri, three times a day:
You wear necklaces, put sacrificial marks on your forehead, carry two dhotis, and put towels on
your heads;
If you knew God's designs you would know that yours is verily a vain religion. Saith, Nanak, verily
reflect that without the True Guru, you shall not find the way."

(Asa Di Var, Salok XIV)

And

"My brethren, you worship goddesses and gods. What can you ask them and what can they give
you.
Even if a stone is washed with water, it will again sink in it."

(Sorath Ashatpadi)
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The proclamations of Sikh Gurus established Sikhism to be an independent and
original revelation and a separate religion unlike the other religions of the world. Prof.
Puran Singh rightly stated :

"Bhai Gurdas rejects in definite words the so called 'spirituality” as generally conceived by the ancient
and archival Hindu theology of Vedas and Vedantism as something not spiritual as it does not react
on the soul of the people. One feels refreshed at the candid modernity of Bhai Gurdas's interpretation
of the religion of Gurus. To him this cosmological theological literature which has no active hearing
on the life of man, forms and ceremonies that bear no fruit in action, are not marks of living Truth,
but of dead dogma. There is but little thought of forms in the Guru's word whose soul was full
of love."
(Spirit of the Sikh, p. 94)

If anyone still dares to make false and glaring misrepresentations against Sikhism
to connect it with Hinduism in contradiction to Divine proclamations of Sikh Gurus,
it may amount to blasphemy of a religion.

New Divine Thought : Basis of Separate Religion

New Divine thought is the basis of a separate Religion. Such a Divine thought
created a separate ideology, separate doctrines and separate religious practices leading
to a separate way of life in accordance therewith. The Prophet who presents such a
new religion naturally is born in the family following some of the religions prevalent
at that time; he belongs to the country in which the old religions are in existence and
his followers are the converts from the previous existing religions. These facts can
be of no relevance to the independence and separateness of the new religion. It is
only the separate doctrines, ideology and religious practices which establish the new
religion to be a separate one from other religions.

The invalid and untenable reasoning that Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikh
religion, was born in a Hindu family and he belonged to India in which traditional
Hindu religion was prevalent and his followers (Sikhs) are mostly converts from
Hinduism is totally a misconception to misrepresent Sikhism as part of Hinduism.

Jesus Christ, the founder of Christianity was born in a Jewish family and in the
country wherein other religions were prevalent, and his followers were mostly
believers of Judaism or other faiths. Because of these facts, the Christianity founded
by him was never asserted to be a part of some other religion, though he had clarified:

"Do not think that | have come to do away with the law of Moses and the teachings of the previous
prophets. | have not come to do away with them, but | give them real meaning."

Still Christianity became a separate religion from the religion of Moses and is
the topmost religion of the world with more than one third of the world population
as its followers. Similarly, Hazrat Mohammed founded Islam and because of his family
faith, his country and the followers being the converts of other religions, it was never
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asserted that his religion was a part of some other religion. Prophet Mohammed, had
also clarified:

"The Quran is a confirmation of the (revelation) that which was before it (i.e. Torah and the Gospel
etc.)

Still Islam became a separate religion from other religions already existing and
is having its followers, a little less than one third of the world population.

In Sikhism, from the very beginning, proclamations were made that Sikhs are
neither Hindus nor Muslims, the two religions, already prevalent in India. Sikhism
has presented its new ideology, doctrines and religious practices quite distinct and
separate from Hinduism and other religions and faiths without any confirmation of
the teachings of prevalent religions. On the contrary Sikhism rejected the gods and
incarnations of God of Hinduism, with its own new concept of God, (One and the
only one, formless, unborn and self-illuminated). The Sikhs were not governed by
Hindu law as they had their own customary law. Thus Sikhs are not part of Hinduism.
Sir Lepel Griffin has stated thus :

"The Sikhs had abandoned the Hindu faith and with it, the system of law which is the basis of that
faith and which was inseparable from it. For a 150 years, they had been governed, as far as chiefships
were concerned, by another code altogether, and it was as reasonable for them to refer to Mannu
and the Shastras as the source of legal authority as it would have been for Mohammadans who
had embraced Sikhism to appeal to the Shara."

(Rajas of Punjab, p. 338)

One Religion can never be part of another Religion

The repetition of the same rejected and exposed assertions and misrepresentations
can neither be in the interest of the makers nor their religion. These can never change
the status of Sikh religion which has been adjudged to be an independent and separate
religion of the world and neither can change the status of Sikhs to be a separate nation,
which they are on their own merits and having all the ingredients in that regard. The
fundamentalist Hindus should better change their attitude and learn to live peacefully
in harmonious co-existence with all the religions and faiths, which ultimately lead to
the same final destination to unite with God through different paths.

In fact one religion can never be a part of some others religions. Every religion
is based upon its own doctrines and ideology which are always distinct and in some
aspects contradictory, though with some similarities as well. For a sect to be a part
of the same religion, there are only minor procedural differences, but everyone of them
believes in all the doctrines, ideology and religious practices of that religion and asserts
himself to be the followers of that very religion. All of them accept the same founder
or guide of the religion, the same scriptures of the religion and the same rites and
rituals of that religion, besides the way of life prescribed by that religion. For instance
in the 15th century due to the malpractices of the Catholic Church priests, Protestants
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came into existence and they separated themselves from the main Catholic Church
with minor variations. But they totally believed in Christianity, in Christ and his
teachings and in the Bible. They professed themselves to be Christians just like the
other section of Catholics. That section is a part of Christianity without any doubt.
Similarly in Islam two sections of Shias and Sunnis were formed but all of them
professed themselves to be Muslims and followers of Islam, having belief in Quran,
the religious scripture of Islam and in Prophet Mohammad, and in all the doctrines,
ideology and religious practices of Islam. In Hinduism itself there are some sections
but all of them believe in gods and goddesses and incarnations of God of Hinduism
and their worship in idolatory. They all believe in the Hindu scriptures (Vedas,
Puranas, Shastras, etc.) and in the doctrines, ideology, religious practices of Hinduism.
They differ only on the same minor procedural matters and prefer themselves to be
followers of Hinduism.

However, no independent religion can ever be made or professed to be a part
of some other religion with any type of effort at proclamations, however mighty those
may be, as their distinct and contradictory doctrines and religious practices would
always stand in the way, however small those be, in spite of several similarities,
because in every religion there are always some similarities and dissimilarities. In
Hinduism itself there are such examples, for instance, when Hinduism made all efforts
possible to make Buddhism ought to be a part of Hinduism, it utterly failed in spite
of the fact that Hinduism declared Gautam Buddha, the founder of Buddhism to be
one of the incarnations of God of Hinduism because all doctrines, ideology and
religious practices of Buddhism are not akin to Hinduism. The world today accepts
Buddhism to be one of the main five religions of the World, at fourth place, next to
Hinduism, on the basis of the numerical strength of its followers.

In a country there are always several religions and cultures which co-exist
peacefully. Their mutual tolerance and peaceful existence strengthens the unity,
integrity and development of the country. The countries in which there is such
tolerance and peaceful coexistence with regard to each other, have the most congenial
atmosphere and unity of the people, while on the other hand, where it is lacking, there
is internal strife and mistrust particularly where the dominance of one religion and
culture is aimed at. The most powerful country in the world today is USA, the main
cause of which is the freedom of all religions and cultures without any assertion that
one religion is part of the other and one nation is a sect of the other, though Christians
form the overwhelming majority in that country. There will hardly be any religion
or culture in the world which is not represented there, but without any sense of
discrimination or domination. That is the main reason for the unity of the people in
that country and its having become the most powerful in the world. India, calls itself
the biggest democracy in the world but still is not free from the communal strife of
its own people. The narrow minded Hindu communalists should learn from such a
background of the powerful world countries to become superpowers due to the unity
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of their people, though they have migrated from different countries of the world, have
different religions and cultures but enjoy full freedom without any sense of dominance
and insecurity from any section of the majority.

Comments of Scholars of World Religions and the History

It has now been certified by the eminent world historians and by the world
scholars of religion that Sikhism is altogether a separate religion like other religions.
Max Arthur Macauliffe, the eminent British scholar and historian commented :

"It would be difficult to point to a religion of greater originality or to a more comprehensive ethical
system than Sikh religion."
(The Sikh Religion, London, 1909)

Duncan Greenlees., the eminent scholar of religion, commented :

"Sikhism is no disguised Hindu sect. It is a distinct religion like other great religions of the world."
(Gospel of Guru Granth Sahib, p. 216)

Dorothy Field, the British scholar, says:

"Sikhism is a new world separate religion and not any reformed sect of Hinduism."
(The Religion of the Sikhs, London, 1914, p. 34)

Edward Bittencourt commented :

"Sikhism is a wholly new, original and genuinely monotheistic religion. It is an independent religion.
It is the only living faith that gives the healing outlook of life."
(Ranbir Singh, Foreword, The Sikh Way of Life, p. 10)

Edward Geoffrey Parrinder, a scholar of world religions, opined :

"It is totally to be rejected that Sikhism is a mixture of Hinduism and Islam.”
(World Religions, p. 251)

According to John Clark Archer :

"Sikhism, indeed itself reveals something of what in the last analysis religion is. It is an independent
and conspicuous order of its own. The world today needs its message of peace and love."
(Hinduism and Buddhism, London p. 264)

J.D. Cunningham, the eminent British Historian, commented :

"Sikhs are whoily different from other Indians in religious faith and worldly aspirations"
(History of the Sikhs, London 1849)

Lepel Griffin, commented :

"Sikhism has altogether a new code and the Sikhs had abandoned the Hindu faith."
(Rajas of Punjab, p. 338)
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Sheikh Muhsin Fani, who was sent to sixth Sikh Guru and had the eye witness
account, commented :

"Guru Nanak denied the Hindu doctrine of Halool i.e. direct descendant form or incarnation of God
and /ttihad of Islam i.e. direct union of God with any particular body and opposed all the beliefs
of Hinduism."

(Dabistan-i-Mazahib, 1654 AD)

Qazi Noor Mohammad, who came to India in 1764 with Ahmed Shah Abdali as
historian, also has eyewitness account :

"Sikhs had a separate religion of their own. Religiously they are absolutely separate from Hindus
as Guru Nanak founded a distinct religion."

Dr. Neol King, Professor of Religion, University of California, Santa Cruz, USA
commented in Advanced Studies in Sikhism, Page 11:

"Sikhism is a world religion. Not only has its followers in Punjab and all over India, United Kingdom,
United States, East Africa and Oceania and elsewhere. |t spans the great divide between the so called
western religions (Judaism, Christianity and Islam); and the eastern (Hinduism and Buddhism) and
Chinese classical ideologies (Confucianism and Taoism). It has many features which go back to the
primordial pre Arian religion of India. It has all these things, a personal God of love who is one
and active in the cosmos, the idea of Karma, of Moksha. It teaches an idea of balance and of
reciprocal wholeness not unlike but not totally like Yin-Yang, yet in every case, it presents these
ideas on its own terms in a way which makes it different from other religions.”

Prof Puran Singh, an eminent Scholar, remarked :

"Sikh has a tradition and culture of his own, which the Hindu has been unwilling to receive, though
he wishes at times to pat him on the back as a kind offspring. It is unfair for the Hindus to condemn
the Sikhs for their attempts to cut themselves away from the mass of Hindudom. Let the Khalsa
hold on confidently to the message of Gurus and follow it. From that miracles unforeseen will
follow;"

(Spirit of the Sikh, p. 327)

Bhai Gurdas, the first scholar of Sikhism of the Guru's period, remarked:

"Brahma, the main God of Hinduism, knew not the inexpressible tale of God and expressed not
the infinite personality and rather suffered from vanity and pride. Vishnu and his Avtar like Shri
Krishna and Ram Chandra were dualistic and egoistic and knew not the pure spirit. Shiva the
Mahadev was by no means truly Spiritual.” '

(Var 12, Pauri 7)

Bhai Gurdas stated that Guru Nanak founded a separate religion :

"Guru Nanak is the teacher of teachers. His Sikhs washed away individualistic egoism and obtained
true self. The Guru enlightened souls with the vision of infinite beyond the Vedas, Hindu and Muslim
scriptures.”

(Var 13)
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And

"In fact God, the Almighty had deputed Guru Nanak Dev after hearing the wail of suffering humanity
to enlighten it, with His message of Truth and Name of God. Guru Nanak gave salvation to mankind
by True Name. He taught the man to worship one and the only one God, his Creator and Truth
and pious deeds."

(Var 1, Pauri 23)

Sikh Religion is a separate Religion, like other religions of the world. It is the
revealed Divine message of Truth, Name of God. It teaches how to live in the world
but still be above the materialistic entanglements and worldly desires. It converts the
narrow egoistic tendencies of mind towards higher consciousness with the meditation
in the Name of gods, as to make the mind an abode of God and then to turn this
higher consciousness towards all the socio-political activities in one's life with selfless
service to humanity.

The fact, that most of the Sikhs are converts from Hinduism and that Sikhism
has been founded in India must account for the affection and affinity between Sikhs
and Hindus and also by accepting the reality that both these religions are separate
and independent with their own ideologies, doctrines and religious practices, instead
of creating the controversies and rifts between them by making misrepresentations
by a few fundamentalist Hindus that Sikhism and Sikhs is a part or a sect of Hinduism.
There can be no danger to a religion from the other as all the religions still exist and
would exist in the world due to their distinct thought on one aspect or the other. There
should be no fear-psychosis in this respect. The best of each thought should be accepted
and all the religions and faiths should be given due regard and respect by everyone.
The object of a religion is to create love between man and man, between man and
God, the Creator of entire creation and the equality of mankind which should be
promoted for the entire humanity and not negated in the name of religion.
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DT GE
ARTICLE 25B INDIAN CONSTITUTION
AND DANAM,s MISSION STATEMENT

DANAM Mission statement appears to be an academic tool and new
creative idea for Scholars and North American public for absorption of
Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists into Hindu fold. This debate is going on in
India Since 1949 and still going on.”

“Even in Hinduism debate is still going among scholars and community on the definition
of Religion and Dharma. We find many Indians speaking about Santana Dharma with
incomprehension, much like the Europeans”

World has recognized Sikhism as 5" largest Independent Religion .But Article
25 b legally assimilates Sikhism into Hinduism.

L.ARTICLE 25 OF Secular India Versus Sikhism as 5" largest
Independent Religion in the world

1539-1947

Santokh Singh writes “Guru Nanak preached human brotherhood, equality and

sovereignty. His religion is progressive and scientific. Apart from spirituality,
social, economic and political uplift has also been provided. He cogitated and
drew the conclusion that poverty and slavery of the masses was due to

Manuvad” From1539-1708 Independent religion was established with new
Scripture Sri Guru Granth Sahib. Vedas and Upanishads are without doubt the
scriptures of all Hindu systems. But Sikhism completely denies their authority, and
Guru Nanak even calls some of their injunctions to be wrong. The Sikh Gurus were

so clear and particular about the independent and separate identity of their religious
system and the complete originality and newness of its character, that they took
very significant stage which no other religious leader in the world had done. They
specifically compiled and authenticated the Sikh Scripture. Secondly, since the
time of its compilation in 1604 A.D., it is the complete repository of and the final
authority on the Sikh ideology and its doctrines. Since the Gurus called it revealed
Bani, it has been regarded as the Shabad having the sanction of God. The Tenth



16
Master took two important steps in this regard. First, he introduced the Nash \ )

doctrine, thereby making a complete and final break with all other Indian
ideologies. Neither the Vedas and Upanishads, nor any other religious systems is
given any sanction or accepted as authentic. We all know that the Bani of Bhagats
in the Guru Granth is a selection. It is accepted only to the extent it is in
consonance with the doctrines of the Gurus. And even where differences seem to
be suggested, the Gurus have made adequate comments and clarifications. The
Bani of Bhagats outside the Granth Sahib is not given any authenticity. Secondly,
he made the Sikh Scripture not only as the exclusive vehicle of the Guru’s
message, but also gave it the status of the Guru, Guide or Teacher of the Sikhs. The
creation and sanction of Guru Granth as the sole scripture of the Sikhs reveals that
the Gurus were very clear and conscious of its independent and separate character,
and wanted their ideology to remain as such without chance of any addition,
alteration, or any departure from its authenticity or contents.

Sikhs During British RAJ Legally were treated as separate religion and Signed
always separate treaties with Sikhs before 1947. But, since 1949 has become
Hindu subject in India legally per constitution.

2.December 7™ 2012 “introduction of The Constitution (Amendment) Bill,
2012 in the Lok Sabha (Indian Parliament) on 7 December 2012 by Dr.
Rattan Singh Ajnala, SAD M. P. from Khadoor Sahib,Punjab India for
omitting Explanation Il under Article 25". Click on Punjab section.

http://www.ajitjalandhar.com/20121210/
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3.Please note that a Case has been admitted in the Supreme Court of
India on the 15th Oct, 2012 [SLP (C) No.: 18634/2011], about the Issue
of Identity of the Sikhs, Jains, & Buddhists under the Indian Law,
wherein these Communities are (mis)labelled as ‘Hindus’, thus leading
to Discrimination. The Case seeks the Rights that are due to these
Communities, as the Secular India treats all Religions as Equal. The
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Case was admitted by the Chief Justice [of India] Altamas Kabir, Justice
SS Nijjar & Justice Chelameswar.The Final Hearing of the Case is on
13th March, 2013.

4.Article 25 in The Constitution Of India 1949 and postion

of Sikhsim,Jainism and Budhism
click http://indiankanoon.org/doc/631708/

25. Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of
religion

(1) Subject to public order, morality and health and to the other provisions of this
Part, all persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right freely
to profess, practise and propagate religion

(2) Nothing in this article shall affect the operation of any existing law or prevent
the State from making any law

(a) regulating or restricting any economic, financial, political or other secular
activity which may be associated with religious practice;

(b) providing for social welfare and reform or the throwing open of Hindu religious
institutions of a public character to all classes and sections of Hindus Explanation I
The wearing and carrying of kirpans shall be deemed to be included in the
profession of the Sikh religion Explanation II In sub clause (b) of clause
reference to Hindus shall be construed as including a reference to persons
professing the Sikh, Jaina or Buddhist religion, and the reference to Hindu
religious institutions shall be construed accordingly

5.2002 AD Government of India constituted a Constitutional Review
Committee headed by Justice Venkata Chaliah for recommending
amendments in Constitution of India. Insttute of Sikh studies
Chandigarh submitted the memorandum for amending Article 25.
Constitution Review Committee thoroughly studied the issue and
accepted the just and logical demand of the Sikhs to amend Article 25.
The Constitution Review Committee recommended deletion of
explanation II of Article 25 which is controversial portion of Article 25.

(x

o
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This recommendation for amending Article 25 has been lying with the
Prime Minister’s Office for about a decade (2002)
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http://www.lawmin.nic.in/ncrwc/finalreport.htm. The Commission,
without going into the larger issue on which the contention is based, is
of the opinion that the purpose of the representations would be served if
Explanation II to article 25 is omitted and sub-clause (b) of clause (2) of
that article is reworded as follows:-““(b) providing for social welfare and
reform or the throwing open of Hindu, Sikh, Jain or Buddhist religious
institutions of a public character to all classes and sections of these
religions. “By rewording clause (b) and deleting explanation 2,
Sikhism, Jainism and Buddhism will become independent religion
Legally Per Constitution Independent secular and will have equal
recognition and equal representation.

6. “Article 25 Exterminates Sikhism ‘ By Santokh Singh
ABSTRACTS OF SIKH STUDIES, Published By Institute of Sikh
Studies, Chandigarh. Vol XIII, Issue 4.0ct-Dec 2011 /543 NS click
www.sikhinstitute.org Article 25 Exterminates Sikhism

By “Santokh Singh’ member institute Sikh studies Chandigarh

Guru Nanak preached human brotherhood, equality and
sovereignty. His religion is progressive and scientific. Apart from



spirituality, social, economic and political uplift has also been

provided. He cogitated and drew the conclusion that poverty and
slavery of the masses was due to Manuvad. He created an egalitarian
society free from Brahminical hegemony. People were attracted towards
this new religion, which was based on truth and righteousness. As per
Guru’s preaching Sikhs maintained cordial relations with Hindus and
Muslims. Spiritual closeness with Islam, total rejection of idolatry
worship and mythical Manuvad in Sikh doctrine developed grudge in the
mind of Manuvadis against nascent faith. They approached Mughal
Court against the compilation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The king
rejected their petition. They fought against the Khalsa as hill rajas and
approached Aurangzeb who was in Deccan to dispatch royal army to
fight against Guru Gobind Singh. After a long struggle of many
decades, Sikh revolution was successful and people gained sovereignty
from alien rulers. Khalsa blocked the traditional routes of invaders in
the West. Manuvadis brought British invaders from the east. These
selfish elements having no concern for the welfare of masses and having
no patriotism, conspired with Britishers and caused the fall of Sikh
kingdom and got the state of Jammu & Kashmir as reward. Sikh
kingdom was responsible for the present border of Pakistan with
Afghanistan and India’s western border with China, demarcated by the
Khalsa Army. It is regretted that inefficient and negligent Manuvadi
rulers gave Aksai Chin to China on a silver platter.

During British rule, Britishers recognized the independence and
sovereignty of the Sikh religion. When Britishers decided to leave India
they recognized three parties for transfer of power i.e. Hindus, Muslims,
and Sikhs. Sikhs opposed partition. Hindus accepted partition. Sikhs
sided with Hindus as they did not want further bisection of Indian sub-
continent. Sikhs lost fertile lands and prosperous business. More than
half million Sikhs lost their lives during the violence of partition. Itisa
great tragedy and treachery that after gaining power Sikhs were ill-
treated by Manuvadis. Rulers forgot the gesture of Sikhs for siding with
Hindus during the crucial hour of Partition and unprecedented sacrifices
made by them during freedom struggle. Indian Constitution was framed
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in such a manner that Sikh religion lost its independence and Sikh i
religion was subjugated to Hinduism and Hindu laws were made

applicable to the Sikhs. In a strict legal sense, there is no Sikh religion
and Sikhs are a sect of Hinduism or reformed Hindus.

There were two Sikh representatives in the Constituent Assembly of
India which framed Constitution. Both the Sikh members refused to
sign the Draft Constitution on the plea that Article 25 is anti-Sikh, unjust
and communal. Despite this democratic protest this contentious article
was adopted. Constitutions are framed to prescribe parameters for law
makers for safe guarding the interests of minorities and to check
majoritarianism. But Indian Constitution eradicates a minority. Sikhs
are opposing and protesting against this controversial piece of legislation
right from 1950 when Indian Constitution was adopted.

As a democratic protest Sikh politicians publically burnt the anti-Sikh
portion of the Constitution. Rulers have not cared for logic and
reason. Sikhs continued protesting against this non-secular and unjust
law.

Sikh intellectuals and scholars who felt concerned over the large-scale
misrepresentation of Sikh doctrines, misinterpretation of Gurbani and
negation of Sikh philosophy's contribution towards the development of
mankind, organized Institute of Sikh Studies. S Daljit Singh (IAS) a
devoted and dedicated Gursikh, without any ambition for a position was
the guiding spirit. He was backed by others stalwarts like S Jagjit Singh
and retired judges, generals and senior civil servants. Institute of Sikh
Studies (hereafter IOSS) is a non-political and purely a religious
organization committed to act as a watch dog of Khalsa

Panth. Misinterpratation of Gurbani and misrepresentation of Sikh
doctrines is properly replied academically, by writing books, articles and
enlightening Sikh masses during seminars and conferences etc. Dr
Kharak Singh took interest in the publication of the literature produced
by I0SS. He edited several books. He maintained close liaison with Sikh
and secular scholars in India and abroad.



Rulers through their agents propagated that Article 25 is not anti- ILM
Sikh. But Sikhs continued their efforts to get Article 25

amended. Government of India constituted a Constitutional Review
Committee headed by Justice Venkata Chaliah for recommending
amendments in Constitution of India. IOSS submitted the memorandum
for amending Article 25. Constitution Review Committee thoroughly
studied the issue and accepted the just and logical demand of the Sikhs
to amend Article 25. The Constitution Review Committee
recommended deletion of explanation IT of Article 25 which is
controversial portion of Article 25. This recommendation for amending
Article 25 has been lying with the Prime Minister’s Office for about a
decade.

An eleven member bench of Supreme Court of India headed by Chief
Justice Sabharwal observed on 8-8-2005 that Sikhs are part of wider
Hindu Community. Now there is no scope for misleading Sikhs that
Article 25 is not anti-Sikh. It is crystal clear that as per Indian
Constitution, the Sikh religion is not an independent religion, but a sect
of Hinduism like Jains and Boddhis. So, Article 25 legally assimilates
Sikhism into Hinduism. Our national interests demand an immediate
amendment of Article 25, otherwise India would lose its secular
credentials and become a communal state.

The intellectuals and thinkers of IOSS studied the Supreme Court
observation very carefully and promptly reacted. A meeting of Sikh
organizations on the call of IOSS was held on 10-9-2005 in the office of
10SS. Resolution for adopting corrective measures was passed. An
editorial in the quarterly magazine of IOSS was published requesting for
amendment of Article 25 in the National interest. S Santokh Singh,
member, IOSS continued writing articles based on logic and reasons,
and emphasizing the urgency to amend Article 25. These articles were
published in various magazines having global circulation. S Tarlochan
Singh, MP made earnest efforts to get the Article 25 amended. All these
efforts made no effect on Indian rulers.
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It is worth noting that the Sikh Prophet, in the Sikh scripture (Sri Guru
Granth Sahib) categorically declares that Sikhs are not Hindus. When
there is a written declaration by the Prophet that Sikhs are not Hindus,
the politicians have no right or jurisdiction to classify Sikhs as
Hindus. This is a case of naked interference in the religious affairs of
the Sikhs with the intention to annihilate Sikhism. This is a clear case of
bankruptcy of Indian secularism.

It is left to the discretion of Jathedar Sri Akal Takht Sahib to take
cognizance of the blasphemous aspect of Article 25 which opposes Sikh
scripture and is against the declaration of the Sikh Prophet.

10SS wants to make it very clear to the Sikhs that Article 25 of Indian
Constitution legally assimilates Sikhism into Hindu fold. So long as this
Article is not amended, Sikhs are part of wider Hindu community, they
cannot have their own laws like Muslims and Jews, they are to be treated
as Hindus and governed by the Hindu laws. Sikhs have to declare
themselves as Hindus to get their marriages registered, to inherit the
property and to have Income Tax benefits and so on ..... If they do not
want to remain as a Hindu sect and want to have independent status for
their religion, they will have to get the Article 25 amended by omitting
word "Sikh" from explanation II of this Article. Indian constitution has
already been amended for about 100 times. This small amendment will
uphold the secular credentials of India. This is in the National interest
and would strengthen the national integrity. This is just a correction of
something wrong done inadvertently. If not amended, Sikhs will
construe that this piece of legislation was enacted with the intention of
annihilation of Sikhism. The great Sikh Gurus watered the plant of
Sikhism with their own blood by making supreme sacrifices for
righteousness and freedom of religion. Sikhs are to fight with pen to
preserve justice, righteousness and their religion, which is the latest,
most scientific and promises social and economic uplift along with
spiritual high values of life. Let not the monsters of Manuvad whither
up this plant of human brotherhood. This is 21st century and the world
has been reduced to a village. People with secular and scientific
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thinking in India and abroad will come to the rescue of the
Sikhs. American Sikhs have already taken up the issue of amendment of
Article 25 of Indian Constitution with the United Nations. They have
stated in their memorandum: “The treatment of Sikhs in India deserve,
immediate attention of UN” This group is known as Sikhs for Justice
(SEJ).

All are requested to spare their precious time for the service of Khalsa
Panth. Please also enlighten the Sikh masses, with the media at your
disposal that at present for all legal purposes Sikhs are being treated as
Hindus and are governed by Hindu laws. Muslims, Parsis and Jews have
their independent religions and personal laws. All right thinking people
are also requested to utilize their position, power and sources for early
amendment of Article 25.

10SS is always at the disposal of Khalsa Panth and will continue its
efforts to enlighten the Sikhs and right thinking people of India and all
over the world to get the unjust law amended. Let truth righteousness
and justice prevail.

“Bill of Rights” in the Constitution of India
Updated

By: Dr. G. B. Singh

Introduction

Many admirers of India often go out of the way to depict India as the

"world's largest democracy" and a "secular" state, which through its
constitution guarantees fundamental human rights to all Indians -- the
implication being that such rights are in practice as a matter of routine. Yet,
dismaying as it may seem, I have never come across any piece of written
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information analyzing the Indian Constitution itself, let alone all those
enshrined fundamental rights that it guarantees to its citizens. Coupled with
aggressive Soviet-style "active measures" channeled by the Indian
government, several intellectuals outside India have fallen prey to the media
hype. Included on this list are the key members of US Department of State
who upon my inquiry a number of years ago hadn’t even seen what the
Constitution of India looked like, let alone read it! Our academia-based
“India Watchers” and think-tank specialists have also dismally failed to
undertake this task: assessing independently the contents of the Indian
constitution. Instead what I have noticed is this: they just parrot out what
they pick from other sources; obviously without checking the facts.

Before analyzing the rights enshrined
in the Indian Constitution, a few
words on the constitution would be

helpful to readers. The Indian
WE THE PEOPLE OF INDI& naving solemaly - : :
rosaved loconstidle ndia o a SOVEREIGN  constitution (promuilgated In 1950 is

. the longest constitution ever written.
SOCIALIST SECULAB DEIFGOCRATIC REPUBLIC As of December 2007, the
and to secure to all it's cltizen

Constitution of India comprised 395

PREAMBLE

JUSTICE, social, economic and pofical Articles, 12 Schedules, 2 Appendices,
LIBERTY of thaught, expression belief, faith andworship ~ @nd constitutional amendments
EQUALITY of status and of opporiunity totaling no less than ninety-four in

and o promote among them all, number. Include to this list are
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of individualand ~ amendments of previous amendments
IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY the twenty-siih ~ €ncompassing multiple smaller

day of November, 1949, do, HEREBY ADOPT, amendments within its charter. India's

ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION  constitution can safely be
characterized as one of the most

complicated of all modern political
documents available.

Highly placed Indians with some insight into their constitution will often take
delight in saying that it is based on sound fundamental principles derived
from the constitutions of no less than five great Western democracies:
Australia, Canada, England, Ireland, and of course, the United States. It all
sounds great. Even more impressive is when we hear that the Bill of Rights
of the U.S. Constitution has made its way into the Indian Constitution. This
is always followed by a note of special thanks to the framers of India's
constitution, with particular tribute paid to the likes of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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(well-known leader of India’s Untouchable community), who chaired the
drafting committee that devised the Indian Constitution. Justifiably, a
question begs to be asked: Are all things mentioned above true?

To answer that question, one must at least procure the most recent copy of
the Indian Constitution, read it, understand it, and then present the facts as
they stand. I did exactly that, which is why I am writing this article.

I hope the reader is familiar with the first ten amendments (commonly called
"The Bill of Rights") of the U.S. Constitution, which were ratified in 1791.
This information is important since these rights were purportedly imported
into the Indian Constitution. For the purpose of this article, it will be worth
the effort to reproduce the First Amendment of U.S. Constitution, which
states:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Substance

Part III of the Indian Constitution (Articles 12 through 35) constitutes the
entire minutia on fundamental rights. Of these total of twenty-four articles,
Articles 19 and 25 are the only ones
that truly correspond to the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.
Allow me to reproduce Article 19 in its
entirety:

Protection of certain rights
regarding freedom of
speech, etc.

(1) All citizens shall have the
right: [1 7, 1996 T} Anfrerr]

(a) to freedom of speech and
expression;

THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
[As on the 1stJune, 1996} 1
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(b) to assemble peaceably and without arms;

(c) to form associations or unions;

(d) to move freely throughout the territory of India;

(e) to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India; [and]

(f) deleted

(g) to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or
business.

(2) Nothing in sub-clause (a) of the clause (1) shall affect the
operation of any existing law, or prevent the State from making any
law, in so far as such law imposes reasonable restrictions on the
exercise of the right conferred by the said sub-clause in the interests
of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of State, friendly
relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, or in
relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence.

(3) Nothing in sub-clause (b) of the said clause shall affect the
operation of any existing law in so far as it imposes, or prevent the
State from making any law imposing, in the interest of the sovereignty
and integrity of India or public order, reasonable restrictions on the
exercise of the right conferred by the said sub-clause.

(4) Nothing in sub-clause (c) of the said clause shall affect the
operation of any existing law in so far as it imposes, or prevent the
State from making any law imposing, in the interest of the sovereignty
and integrity of India or public order or morality, reasonable
restrictions on the exercise of the right conferred by the said sub-
clause.

(5) Nothing in sub-clause (d) and (e) of the said clause shall affect
the operation of any existing law in so far as it imposes, or prevent the
State from making any law imposing, reasonable restrictions on the
exercise of the right conferred by the said sub-clauses either in the
interests of the general public or for the protection of the interests of
any Scheduled Tribe.

(6) Nothing in sub-clause (g) of the said clause shall affect the
operation of any existing law in so far as it imposes, or prevent the
State from making any law imposing, in the interest of the general
public, reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the right conferred by
the said sub-clause, and, in particular, nothing in the said sub-clause
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shall affect the operation of any existing law in so far as it relates to,
or prevent the State from making any law relating to -

(i) the professional or technical qualifications necessary for practising
any profession or carrying on any occupation, trade or business, or
(i) the carrying on by the State, or by a corporation owned or
controlled by the State, of any trade, business, industry or service,
whether to the exclusion, complete or partial, of citizens or otherwise.

Granted much of the above narrative is redundant; nobody doubts the
clarity of Clause 1 of Article 19. However, given what is written in Clause 2
and onwards, everything changes. The fundamental rights given in Clause 1
have been for all practical purposes nibbled away one by one, thanks to
Clauses 2 to 6. The reader must have noticed that Clause 1f, which had been
"to acquire, hold and dispose of property," is missing. The 44th Amendment
expunged that portion in 1978, most likely enacted to usher political India in
tune with Communism, former USSR being at the time India’s close ally.
Things get even more complicated when you encounter Articles 352 through
360 of the Indian Constitution, which essentially deliver the emergency
provisions. Since numerous geographical areas of India frequently have
fallen under these emergency provisions, the reality of the fundamental
rights supposedly guaranteed under Article 19 and others is revealed, as
citizens have been forced to live under the enacted draconian laws.

What makes the fundamental rights problem even more tendentious is that
according to the 40th Amendment, the draconian laws may not be
challenged before any court on the ground of violation of fundamental rights.
If one or more groups of people have suffered terribly from the repressive
hands of the State, the 41st Amendment nails a potential litigant right back
to his/her proper place. This amendment has provided that the President,
Prime Minister and State Governors are immune from criminal prosecution
for life and from civil prosecution during their term of office. What about the
Press in India? The exuberant Indian Press exercises its freedom of speech
freely, as the apologists reminds us with regularity. But the facts are
otherwise. Indian journalists have learned too well how to kowtow to the
ruling Indian leaders.

Now, let us take a look at Article 25:

Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and
propagation of religion --
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(1) Subject to public order, morality and health and to the other
provisions of this Part, all persons are equally entitled to freedom of
conscience and the right freely to profess, practice and propagate
religion.

(2) Nothing in this article shall affect the operation of any existing
law or prevent the State from making any law -

(a) regulating or restricting any economic, political or other secular
activity which may be associated with religious practice;

(b) providing for social welfare and reform or the throwing open of
Hindu religious institutions of a public character to all classes and
sections of Hindus.

Explanation I - The wearing and carrying of kirpans shall be deemed to
be included in the profession of the Sikh
religion.

Explanation II - In sub-Clause (b) of clause (2), the reference to
Hindus shall be construed as including a reference to persons
professing the Sikh, Jaina or Buddhist religion, and the reference to
Hindu religious institutions shall be construed accordingly.

In a historical sense, Article 25 is unique. Even though Hindu hands wrote it
following the British departure in 1947, future Hindu hands have spared it
thus far from additional amendment. Those responsible for writing Article 25
were no less cunning and deceptive -- they knew how to shelter it behind
the barrage of words that only a few could understand. I have attempted to
unravel the mystery of Article 25 to the best of my abilities.

Teachings such as peaceful co-existence, high morals, high ethical values,
and respect for fellow humans are integral to any true religion. Given that,
why is religious freedom contingent upon factors of public order, morality,
and health with respect to religion in India as in Clause 1? Is there such a
religion that violates the norms of decent human morality? If indeed there is
any such religion, one would think the framers of the Indian Constitution
would have alerted us or perhaps would have "banned" that particular
immoral religion. Would Hinduism, Islam or for that matter any other
religion fall under that category?
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With Hindu leaders in charge of Hindu India, the name of the game is
unchecked fundamentalist Hinduism, however undesirable it might be to a
reasonable mind. But during British-India, this unchecked Hindu
fundamentalism came very close to being curbed as recorded in a superbly
written book, Mother India by Katherine Mayo (Greenwood Press Publishers,
1927), which states:

It is true that, to conform to the International Convention for the
Suppression of the Circulation of and Traffic in Obscene Publications,
signed in Geneva on September 12, 1923, the Indian Legislature duly
amended the Indian Penal Code and Code of Criminal Procedure; and
that this amendment duly prescribes set penalties for "whoever sells,
lets to hire, distributes, publicly exhibits ... conveys ... or receives
profit from any obscene object, book, representation or figure." But its
enactment unqualified, although welcome to the Muhammadans,
would have wrought havoc with the religious belongings, the ancient
traditions and customs and the priestly prerogatives dear to the Hindu
majority. Therefore the Indian Legislature, preponderantly Hindu,
saddled the amendment with an exception, which reads:

This section does not extend to any book, pamphlet, writing, drawing
or painting kept or used bona fide for religious purposes or any
represented sculptured, engraved, painted or otherwise represented
on or in any temple, or on any car used for the conveyance of idols, or
kept or used for any religious purpose.

To conclude, in India, the freedom to practice religion is conditional at best.
The power to interpret and exercise the conditional requirements is in the
hands of Hindu leaders and nobody else. This is radically different from what
is in the United States where the practice of religion is free, unconditional
right. Conversely, in modern India, the practice of religion is a "politician-
sanctioned" unreliable right.

Clause 2a of Article 25 is muddy at best. Considering the constitutional
write-up, it seems religion is composed of economic, political, and worship
activities. Anything other than worship activity is termed "secular."
Therefore, in accordance with the constitution, the Indian State has the right
to interfere with those activities of the church it considers "secular." The
church, structure included, is after all an economic venture. In a socialist
country like India: Organized religions (Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, etc.)
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with large groups of people interacting among themselves and others
amounts to nothing less than political activity. Any propagation of religion
will require a number of "secular" tasks: financial, organizational, and
personnel activities (just to name a few).

The Indian State can constitutionally restrict any one or all of these "secular"
endeavors, thereby effectively hampering genuine propagation of any
religion it desires. This has already happened, as illustrated in another fine
book - Soft State: A Newspaperman's Chronicle of India by Bernard D.
Nossiter (Harper & Row Publishers, 1970). I suppose one way to be
safeguarded from State incursion is for an individual to worship in the open
air (which will insure no economic activity) or alone within the confines of a
house (which will insure no political activity). How anyone worships
individually in these conditions may be beyond the Indian State's intrusive
nature! That's my hope!

Now, consider Clause 2b. What does freedom of religion have to do with
social welfare and reform? This sub-clause contains a statement with strange
wordings that need some scrutiny. First, are Hindu religious institutions of a
public character? This term is ambiguous and could mean literally anything
or absolutely nothing. My gut feeling is that it pertains to Hindu schools, the
temples, and ashrams. Second, is a reference to the “classes” of Hindus?
This is an inappropriate western terminology in reference to the Hindu
society. Nonetheless, if the term has to be used, the majority of the Hindu
population falls into the low class while the minority belongs to the middle
and upper classes. Third, what are the “sections” of Hindus? At the lowest
common denominator, the bulk of Hindu sections comprise the Vaishnava,
Saiva, and Sakti.

The State can regulate the opening of Hindu temples, schools, and/or
ashrams to all high, middle or low Hindu classes irrespective of whether one
is Vaishnava, Saiva, Saktia, or what have you. This interpretation may be off
the mark if I am reading incorrectly because of the use of terms that are
vague. Unfortunately, the framers of the constitution missed the crux of the
problem.

The Hindu society is governed by caste (or varna), and not just necessarily
by the classes and sections. And certainly the caste is not the same thing as
class and section. If you feel that the framers of the constitution were
themselves not sure of what they wrote or its underlying meaning, they
perhaps hoped that the reader would be reassured in the offering of
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Explanation I and II. At this juncture I am reminded of how abrupt the
change is in the narrative of Article 25. Hardly a surprise here however, but
it triggers any thinking person well-read into Hinduism to chart the
similarities that one encounters after careful reading of the Hindu scriptures.
For example in the Bhagavad-Gita, it is not uncommon to see that a
transition from one topic to another is often disconcertingly abrupt. I am
afraid this is clearly the case here at this juncture in Article 25.

Explanation I and II are not even remotely connected with Clause 2b. The
fact is that Explanation I and Explanation II urgently call for explanations of
their own. Explanation I acknowledge the existence of the Sikh religion.
However, since the issue is the individual religious rights (in Sikhism), the
proper word ought to be "kirpan," and not "kirpans." Moreover, Explanation
IT is notoriously flawed. Its intent is obvious: the individual members of
Sikh, Jain, and Buddhist religions will be referred to as Hindus, and thus
retroactively Sikhism, Jainism, and Buddhism are to be considered merely
inseparable sects of Hinduism. Therefore, the State can interfere with their
religious institutions as it sees fit, under the guise of procuring "social
reforms."

Since the constitution refuses to delve further, one might ask: Is there a
definition or an explanation of what constitute Hinduism? And who really is a
Hindu? Answering these questions has been anything but easy and clear in
part because both these terms--Hindu and Hinduism—are absent entirely
from their varied scriptures and had been sponsored by their colonial
masters, both Islamic and British respectively. Scholars over the years have
tried their best but failed to address these terms adequately. Of lately the
Supreme Court of India has pitched in. For example in 1965, the Court
observed that the term “Hindu” referred to “the orthodox Hindu religion
which recognizes castes and contains injunctions bases on caste
distinctions.” By 1966, the Court stepped in further. Rather than defining the
issue, it issued broad guidelines--to be precise three different “standpoints”-
- which require an art and gift of application to the circumstances. They are
worth reading:

First Standpoint: “We find it difficult, if not impossible, to define Hindu
religion or even adequately describe it. Unlike other religions in the world,
the Hindu religion does not claim any one prophet; it does not worship any
one God; it does not subscribe to any one dogma;, it does not believe in any
one philosophic concept; it does not follow any one set of religious rites or
performances; in fact, it does not appear to satisfy the narrow traditional
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[for traditional, read Western] features of any religion or creed. It may
broadly be described as a way of life and nothing more.”

This “guideline” confusing as it can be fails to ascertain whether one is a
Hindu or not. To clarify further, the Court introduced the second guideline.

Second Standpoint: Beneath the diversity of Hindu philosophy, the Court
found, “lie certain broad concepts which are treated as basic.”

Those broad concepts are: (a) Acceptance of the Vedas as the highest
authority in religious and philosophic matters. (b) The great world rhythms.
(c) Rebirth and pre-existence. Having pinpointed the “unity” of the creed
here, then the Court proceeded to address the final guideline.

Third Standpoint: Addressing the often asked insidious philosophic question
as to what is the “ultimate goal of humanity,” the Court answered, “It is
release and freedom from the unceasing cycle of births and rebirths....”

Religious literature would call this goal as: SALVATION. But salvation as
understood is something pointing to an individual person and not necessarily
addressing the collective sense of humanity. Perhaps after recognizing that
the Court potentially might open a can of worms, it left the burgeoning issue
unanswered by agreeing “there is a great divergence of views ...."”

Rather than adequately resolving the given problem of “Hindu” and
“Hinduism,” the Court’s interjection actually complicated the matter and
therefore it needed a quick rescue. In searching for the “working formula,”
they found in the person of B.G. Tilak (1856-1920), a fiery politically-
drenched fundamentalist Hindu, who apparently had once prescribed: “the
acceptance of the Vedas with reverence, recognition, of the fact that the
means or ways of salvation are diverse; realization of the truth that the
number of gods to be worshipped is large.” In the end, thanks to the Court,
when all is said and done, it boils down to this: “Hindu” and “Hinduism” are
false terms bounded by the foundational hierarchy-arranged caste, aided by
the doctrines of karma and reincarnation as its supporting outer boundaries.
Inside this rather large hierarchical triangular entity, the framework is
supported by myriad hosts of pillars that tighten and cement the
construction from inside out: These include worshipping an army of gods and
goddesses, incredible loads of superstitions and rituals, yoga, ayurveda,
corruption, immoralities, inflicting human-rights abuses, self-inflicted
psychology guaranteeing brain washing, totalitarian mode of life, real-
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politics, and war. The list actually is a long one. It's not too difficult to
imagine that separating oneself from Hindu conditioning is next to
impossible. If you think you have been let down by India’s Supreme Court to
resolving this matter, then you may be even heading further for a shock:

Hindu politicians and their followers continue to be willfully negligent in their
refusals to add any needed clarity.

Only recently in 2011, there has surfaced a further insight into Hinduism--
this time the Punjab and Haryana High Court pronounced its verdict on a
case filed by two Sikh petitioners against the misuse of the word “Hindu”
applying on the very personal identity of Sikh people portrayed within the
charter of four named Hindu Code Bills, later enacted as laws: (1) Hindu
Succession Act, 1956; (2) Hindu Marriage Act, 1955; (3) Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act, 1956; and (4) Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act. 1956.
While denying the petitioners their case, the Court defined Hinduism as:
“Hinduism, as we have been made to understand by scholars and sages at
different times and different ages is not a strait jacket religion; it is a way of
life. It is a ‘Dharma’. Hindus are not one people but many. Therein lies the
beauty of India.” One can see how insufficient and pathetic this definition of
Hinduism is apart from being irrational and illogical.

Like the Sikhs, the Jain community too has been vocal in their denunciation
of Article 25. Recently it has come to my attention that apparently the Jains
sought an understanding from the then Prime Minister JawaharLal Nehru. In
response, Nehru'’s Principal Private Secretary, A.V. Pai, (writing for his boss)
penned the followings words for the benefit of Jains, dated January 31,
1950:

“This Article [25] merely makes a definition. This definition by
enforcing a specific constitutional arrangement circumscribes that rule.
Likewise you will note that this mentions not only Jains but also
Buddhists and Sikhs. It is clear that Buddhists are not Hindus and
therefore there need to be no apprehension that the Jains are
designated as Hindus. There is no doubt that the Jains are a different
religious community and this accepted position is in no way affected by
the constitution.”

Again and hardly a surprise here to see how illogical and evasive the above
clarification is! Why the educated Hindus placed high in political positions
speak from both sides of their mouths? Why can’t they simply amend the
controversial Article 25 to reflect the religious rights truly? Why would they
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continue to exercise deceptive means to declare non-Hindus as Hindus, and
yet never define for us as to what Hinduism is in the first place?

In August 2005, continuing with the ongoing issue of personal religious
identities affecting the Jains per se, the India Supreme Court refused to
grant any relief to religious minority communities (in this case Sikhs and
Jains) from being bracketed under the label of Hindu.

The word "secularism" is often invoked diligently by the caste Hindus when
describing the Indian State in a spirit of nationalistic Hinduism, with an
underlying implication of the Hindu expansionist quest to absorb other
religions. The western definition of "secularism" is when the State and public
policies take precedence over religious considerations. In other words, in the
West, there is a separation of church and state. But most Indians, including
their leaders, have their own self-serving bizarre definitions. One often cited
goes like this: "equal treatment of all the religions by the State." Is that a
desirable goal? If it is then how can any State achieve such a goal?

In the Indian context, I suppose the easiest way for the State to treat all
religions "equally" would be to intrude into every religion equally and if need
be, somehow proclaim all religions are one and inseparable part of Hinduism
-- therefore making everyone in India a Hindu. This is precisely what is
happening in India. Since everyone is a Hindu, the leadership expects a
response in kind. It usually shows in an intellectually flawed population
which has stamped itself with a bogus notion echoed in the buzzword called
sameness. This is an expression erroneously viewed as synonymous with
equality.

Under this framed scenario, the very thought of discrimination or even
persecution of one religion by another need not arise since we are all the
same, that is, Hindus. Obviously, this kind of an argument carries a heavy
price tag. When told that India's sacred constitution exudes an egalitarian
system, years of Hindu conditioning have transfixed the populace to
acquiesce to any communiqué coming down from the top. Few will ever
fathom that India's egalitarianism is not the same sort we know in a Western
sense, but is of an entirely different substance. It is rooted in the infamous
caste system, or in a more precise language, the Hindu Apartheid. While the
caste system is alive, thriving, and functional, India’s Hindu leaders boast of
an Indian democracy, ignoring its pervasive underlying segregation and
inequality. This sounds magnificently absurd. Many Indian leaders on one
hand enjoy the fruits of being born into an elite caste (while the majority of
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the population rots at the lowest levels of caste), while on the other hand
mindlessly they sing the gospel of equality.

The caste being a substructure of Hindu society, the talk of "equality,"
"democracy," and "secularism" reverberates only to mislead the masses. Not
surprisingly, this kind of tactical maneuvering to deceive is clearly evident in
the Indian Constitution and conspicuous in the State's public policy and
internal propaganda. While Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhists have already been
"secularized" constitutionally, Christians and Muslims are now also in the
process of being "secularized" through state-orchestrated propaganda. A
number of Indian leaders now call Indian Christians and Muslims as "Christi
Hindus" and "Mohammadiya Hindus," respectively. In addition, some
provincial state governments inside India have already enacted anti-
conversion laws while others are contemplating ensuring the Hindu
population doesn't slide away into something else.

Conclusion

Other amendments of the Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution guarantee
the American people numerous other fundamental rights. These include right
to bear arms (Amendment II); protection against government officials who
might invade their homes and seize property without legal permission
(Amendment 1V); protection against being "a witness against himself" in any
criminal case or being "deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law" (Amendment V); the right of a person accused of a crime "to
a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury" (Amendment VI); and
protection against "cruel and unusual punishments" (Amendment VIII). Can
the Constitution of India match word-for-word the U.S. Bill of Rights? And, if
it cannot, can its intentions at least match those of the U.S. Bill of Rights? If
reading Articles 19 and 25 has left anyone with a cause for concern, then the
remaining portions of Part III of the Indian Constitution should not come as
a surprise. After due consideration, it remains unclear if the Indian
Constitution guarantees fundamental rights as is generally claimed, despite
the endless rhetoric from India’s leaders, its intelligentsia, and its apologists.

P.S.: The above article is an updated version from two articles originally
published in:

1. August 2009 issue of New English Review, an online magazine.
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2. March 11, 2112 issue of Eurasia Review under the web address:

http://www.eurasiareview.com/11032012-bill-of-rights-in-the-constitution-
of-india-analysis/

G. B. Singh is the author of Gandhi: Behind the Mask of Divinity
(Prometheus 2004) and Gandhi Under Cross Examination (Sovereign Star
2009).
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ACROSS FAITH BOUNDARIES -
THE UNIVERSALITY OF SIRI GURU GRANTH SAHIB’S MESSAGE

By
Ranbir S. Sandhu'
INTRODUCTION

Siri Guru Granth Sahib’s message emphasizes belief in One God, Eternal, The Reality, Creator and Doer,
All-pervading, Without Fear, Without Rancor, Transcending time, Unincarnate, Self-existent, (understood)
through True Guru's grace. God is also just as well as forgiving, constant provider and supporter of life,
devoted friend, loving parent. All that exists and all that happens in the universe is through God’s Will.
Guru Nanak Sahib and the succeeding Gurus accepted different faiths are there by God and, therefore, are
to be respected. However, they pointed out the fruitlessness of rituals and so-called “holy acts” like fasting,
bathing at holy places, idol worship, austerities, etc., without love for God and His creation in one’s heart.
They condemned bigotry, exclusivity, and hypocrisy in leaders of different faiths who engaged in abuse and
corruption and at the same time pretended to be devoted practitioners of their faith. People of all faiths were
advised to honestly practice their faith, to lead upright moral lives guided by faith in God, love of all
creation, contentment, honest labor, and sharing the fruits of one’s labor.

Herein, we present examples of Siri Guru Granth Sahib’s teachings addressed to people of various faiths.
During the Gurus’ time, the three major religious groups were the Muslims, the Hindus, and the Jogis. In
Siri Guru Granth Sahib there are some references to Buddhists and Jains as well.

GOD HAS BEEN ADDRESSED BY DIFFERENT NAMES IN DIFFERENT PERIODS OF TIME

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches oneness of God even though humanity at different times in history has
addressed Him by different names.

AH 3 B399 M A9 Hig i mfg 99 I A8 3 Afe AW |1
famaﬁafawg—dufa I 9H &H o Hig HF I afe s uges Mg I
51 30 RY3g Ufg | g Hig s 281 Suels a5 fgAs Med sfend |
W3 anft B nifenn faares Hig '38_1 ot il
afs Hig g8 wadeag gl & yerel wigsa sfentt |
3T A3 B IUI Ufgd 399 U WHES St |l
[820]?

“(In the four Yugas® God has been remembered by different names). (In Sat Yug) Sam (Ved) calls Him the
Setamber Master who is constant in Truth. Everyone then was absorbed in Truth. (In Duapar Yug) Rig (Ved)

! Professor Emeritus, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio; formerly, Secretary General, World Sikh Council — America
Region; and formerly, President, Interfaith Association of Central Ohio.

2 Numbers in brackets refer to page numbers in Siri Guru Granth Sahib, printed version (1430 pages), published by Shromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Amritsar, India

3 Hindu tradition divides the time span of civilization into four Yugas, each one having its set of social and moral principles.
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says that God pervades all, the Name Raam is foremost among gods, and that through reciting his name all sins
are removed and one attains liberation. (During Treta Yug), in Yuj (Ved), He was Krishan, Kahn, Jadam who
forcibly tricked Chandraval; brought the Parjaat tree for his gopi; and showed miracles in Brindaban. In Kal
Yug, the Ved is Atharban, Turks and Pathans have become rulers and wear blue clothes, and the Name is
Khuda or Allah.”

[470]

Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells us that one’s soul does not belong to any particular religion. However, it shares
divine attributes and is beyond birth and death. It resides in bodies of people following different pursuits in
life. For example:

& feg HaH & feg =8 I & feg At sa< AY I
& feg Adlt & w=ga 1| & fer Hfe & g Y31 il
fenn Yeg Hig 3s grel | 3 & g & AQ UE i I8 |
& feg faradt & Gt I & fog IR & I FETH I
& feg U3 & 933 9t 1| & feg gora & fegd urdt Il
> feg 3 ITR AY | & fog HiR & WIS /Y |l
feg Ha3 G A AQ 9= I A I=2 AL U3 €= 1Al
19 ymrfe 1 sard ufent I Hfies Has €8 fHeafens |
3g Jdig feg I <t wWiH 1| AR TR U fHS 3 FH 18I
[coq]
“Who is it that resides in this body? No one has found the final answer to this. It is neither human nor god, it is
neither a Jati, nor a worshipper of Shiv; it is neither a Jogi nor an ascetic; it has neither mother nor is it a son. It
is neither a householder nor a recluse; it is neither a ruler nor a beggar; it does not have a body or even a drop of
blood; it is neither a Brahmin nor a Khatri. It is neither an ascetic nor a Sheikh; it is not seen to be born and to
die — mourning its death (of the body) one only receives peoples’ disdain. Through the Guru’s grace I have
found the way. I have risen above birth and death. O Kabir, say, it is part of God; it is joined to God just as ink
is to paper.” [871]

ALL CREATION IS SUBJECT TO DIVINE WILL

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches that all that happens in the entire universe is according to God’s Will.
However, love of God is worthwhile, all other pursuits are false. God Himself, in His mercy, blesses people
with love for Him.

3y gR I Ty diefo 3g IR AfS &<fa I 39 I=fd 3 Adf fags st o =a=fa |

1 34 IR I U=fg I3 WS AY So'=fg I 39 UR 31 J=fg I IH IH TU3 IHAJ I

7 3 g2 391 =g fA9 W3 afe A=fo Im 3U I° Al fersfa B g wig wi=fa |

M 30 SR afe guefo 39 2 3 I=fu | 53 € ad 9&I If9 FAIS 3z IH=MT 1 A

[ass-asu]

“If You so will, some dance and sing or bathe in (holy) water®. If You so will, some smear ashes over their
bodies and blow the horn’. If You so will, some read the Books and be called Mullahs or Sheikhs. If You so
will, some become rulers and enjoy tasty foods. If You so will, some ply the sword and have their heads cut off.
If You so will, some go to other countries and bring home stories they heard. If You so will, You get some
attached to Your Name and through Your Will, they love You. Nanak humbly makes this one submission that
all others (those who are not attached to God’s Name) are practicing falsehood.”

* Practices common among Hindus.
> Practices common among Jogis.
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[144-145]

The Guru teaches that people of different faiths all sing God’s praise at His Will.

30 fonifefs S a39 Ag Ul I 913t I & Afe 39 ©fg U |

goH 34 fanifefs fag fegre 1| Ag9 fars wiEad dfg AR vy g2 1l

U9 fured MY e wigSTe 1l 6f3 Uf3 fadarg ufe wfe HESIE |

339 3 feoH Ugn 33 1 Az A3 fefa wifu f33 f33 a1l

[uac]

“The Vedas and the Books® stand together in praising You. It is not possible to count how many there are lying
at Your Door. Brahmas, and Inders on their thrones, worship You. Many incarnations of Shiv and Vishnu sing
Your praise; and so Pirs, Prophets, Sheikhs, and holy men too. O Formless (God) You pervade all completely
and are manifesting Yourself in all. Engaging in falsehood one destroys oneself and through dutiful living

one’s life is fulfilled. However, (nothing is in our hands and) we all do whatever You Yourself get us to do. 2.
[518]

ALL CREATION IS GOD’S - GOD PERVADES ALL AND TAKES CARE OF ALL

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches that all creatures, all faiths, are created by God. For example:

HES uadt HEfawW wiad 1 wie wie HBSW wEH Yare nan
Fm IH HEfEW Ws3 FE I AT ©dQ 30 Jfant AHfE 1Al 3T I
w3 OB Bfg T 1 S HES! fAQ =39 =
g HOSG a1 fonis | IS @ AniHl A8 AHIG I3l
[aads]

“(God) has made the earth beautiful and the sky too. In every creature, (God’s) Divine Light shines. God
beautifully manifested Himself in myriad ways. Wherever I look, I find God totally pervading all. Then, the

four Vedas blossomed through (God’s) Divine Light; Smritis blossomed as well as the Books; Shankar, the
master of Yoga and meditation blossomed. Kabir’s Master pervades all.” [1193]

The Guru teaches that none are good or bad but all act according to God’s Will. The Formless God pervades
all His creation and this wisdom is imparted by the Guru.

EfS nisg &g Gufent Ieaf3 A A8 & I8 &9 3 Ag rdl Qufr 383 I8 3 HRIall
Sar g & IBY T WS vHa yma Hig wisd ufs 08 HE st 1Al 38 |
W 81 wida 33 afs A AMaos Ix a8 U9 Hidt & 813 & =g 19 3913 IRl
Fe Hig Ao 83 A 37 & dnd HS g I8 Igad U8 § 83 78 ¥ i Fel 13l
WST &Yy & Aet B 3fg 18 ds His' 13fg i At Aa A AgY f&dAg i 1813l
[aas€-a3u0]

"First, God created light. All are bound by God's will and from one light the entire universe was created. How
can we call some good and some bad? Don't be lost in doubt. God abides in His creation and the creation in
Him. It is the same clay from which the Creator has created different forms. There is no shortcoming in the
vessel made of clay nor is there any in the Potter. There is One Eternal God who abides in all and is the One
doing everything that happens. Allah is beyond description and His qualities cannot be described. However, the
Guru has given me the sweet (knowledge of God). Kabir says: My doubts have been removed and I have seen

the Formless One everywhere (in all creation)."
[1349-1350]

® The “Books™ are the religious texts of Judaism, Christianity, Islam and other faiths.
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People practice different faiths and many are even engaged in criminal or useless pursuits.

HATHS fHef3 Az ufs ufz Jafo Eorg 1 ¥ A fA u=fo fefo 9€t fuc 38 deg i
fag medl Asafs ggnfs giu wiurg || Jiafa &g wTer U nidld 'H 8Idg |
T Bfs fmiels 33 WSY a4 939 | BH Yaf3 &M 5376 Sifen & wiag |
Ftei Hi5 B3y U 23 3 d9fg | 2 ? Yiaifg Fow g BY =3 AETG I
39 A9 3 g yorE 2a9 | fefa Je wie Iuf Wag fsa 9t et a9 |
Afss gfss Hor Udhen B wiad wWiid I §fe fa widfo B %3 Aiefo 35 fg 39t A 1
A5 FAI Y AHTIS Fg FH WTd || A wdfe Jofg feg It qisafsnt w &g 1l
[8€u-BE£]
"Muslims like the praise of Shariat. They read it and study it. They think those who follow the Shariat will see
God. Hindus praise the beautiful Boundless God through Shastras; bathe at places of pilgrimage, make
offerings to idols using Sandal, fragrance and other objects. Jogis remember God by getting into trances and
saying Alakh, Alakh as God's Name. They believe in One who is infinitesimal in form and beyond the reach of
Maya’ and the entire creation is His own form, Those who practice charity feel joy in thinking of giving - even
though in giving they pray to God for returning it a thousand-fold - and the world praises them. Countless
thieves, adulterers, liars, bad men are there too who waste all they have accumulated and leave this world
empty-handed. You have given them this to do. In water, over land, in all cities and states is Your manifestation.
Whatever they say is known to You, You take care of them too. Nanak, the hunger of the devotees is to praise
the true Name which is their support. Day and night (always) they enjoy the bliss (in humility) of considering
themselves as low as the dust of the feet of God’s devotes."
[465-466]

ALL FAITHS ARE DIVINE CREATIONS BUT FEW UNDERSTAND THE REALITY

People invoke God by different names and engage in various acts of worship. However, only those who
accept that all is under God’s Will understand God. For example, addressing Hindus and Muslims, the Guru
teaches:

Jet 92 g IH St yofe | Agt AR aAdgnt Sl wissfg kAl
IS g M |l fgaur Tfg IdH 1al ITg |
3 a2 Jiofg Jet g mfe 1 At F3 un 3t fAg fa=fe il
3t uB e Jet 939 1 It G BB I 7UE Al
Set 93 399 et ) e 1 JE 98 fgR3 JEl Hafdig 18t
g &5 fafs g UEd | yg Afge O f3fE 3T A3 Uil
[Tru]
“Some people call you Raam, others call You Khudaa. Some serve Gosain, some Allah. O Merciful Creator
and Doer, have mercy upon me. Some bathe at holy places and others go for Aujj. Some do pooja, others bow
their heads. Some read the Vedas, others the Books. Some wear blue, others white. Some call themselves
Muslims, others Hindus. Some seek bahisht,® some suarg’. O Nanak, say; whosoever has understood Hukam
(Divine order), has learnt the secret of God, the Master.”
[885]

The Guru teaches that none of the faiths in false. People are lost in the form and ritual and forget the
substance of their faith which is belief in God and upright living.

" Maya is the world of physical experience.
8 Persian for heaven.
® Sanskrit for heaven
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[aguo]

¥¢ 939 dgg W3 88 &' A & fggd |

“Don't say the Vedas and the Books are false. False is one who does not study (them).
[1350]

DEVOTION TO RITUALS AND FORM IS FUTILE

Most people are lost in following the rituals and external observances of their respective faiths and forget
the basic message of love and honest living that is common to all faiths. The Guru teaches:

53 Ui ufi g YR 394 W8 fig et 18fe B A3 Bfe B ar3 39t aif3 gg & wet 1l
H& 9 ANg Wi 399" I 9g fer URfa€ 3 A A=T 1Al JaQ i
afg3 U3 ufs afgs' Y aug u'd AEt 1A ofd wfg Adh ye 33 9If3 feafo 5 urel 1
Iy Afg Afo 97 ¥R Ifs B 395 It I9e UB ufz Uf33 yB gy <fu ardt =
IH &M fag A8 fagr3 Bug faafy Adta Igfd R o fag fafs Jifs wel sfg Quer Eta Isiall
[€us]
"Hindus are lost in worshipping idols and Muslims in bowing (towards Mecca). Hindus burn their dead and
Muslims bury them (and argue as to who is right). Neither has understood Your ways. O my mind, this world is
in deep darkness. All around, the noose of Death is laid out. Learned poets are lost in reciting their verses;
Sadhus visit Kedar etc. and waste their lives; Jogis keep long knots of hair and believe that is the right Way but
none have understood You. Princes spend their lives accumulating wealth, they bury gold treasures in the
ground; Pundits pride themselves on their ability to read the Vedas; and women spend their lives looking at
their beauty in the mirrors. Look inside yourself, you will see that without God’s Name, they are ail lost. Kabir
teaches that without (remembering) God’s Name no one has ever attained liberation.”
[654]
And,
WS B2 HHIf3 9A3 3 wiTg HoY o 39 IfJe Y3 oM foawt g0 Hfg 33 & I Al
W&a IH HIeQ 33 et I 3 afg HTIH3 AEh 1l ITQ I
s R gdt & oA ufefH wissg yaH Iifess Hig Of fes3 fefs 9ng 8d) 389 Ham IRl
HOHG faiTH Jafg 99H Sl HT IHATS Ifaigg WA UTH 2 9 B8] Hifg fsura il
g G0 HAg S faen HANS fHg &1 Ifes Hig U f52R aFd fant o ad A1 18l
£3 nQ33 HoE AW € AE gU 3YJ IFEg YEId' IH WiHd & AE g UIg gH'd vl
303 I3 HoY 39 592 UTY B ol HIS IS & AU 3 Yl 39 dY faa9 398 €I
[ag8]
“If God lives in one mosque (The Kaaba), then who does the rest of the country belong to? The Hindu thinks
God lives in the idol. Neither has seen the Reality. O Allah, O Raam, O Master, have mercy on me; may [ live
my life remembering Your Name. (The Hindu says) God lives in the South'®; (the Muslim says) God‘s home is
in the West'". Look for God in your own heart, only in your heart; this is the place of God (who is present
everywhere and in all His creation). The Brahmins advise fasting on twenty-four days (eleventh days of the
waxing and waning moon) and the Qazi advises fasting in the month of Ramadan. They set aside eleven
months and seek all the fruit (of their worship) in a single month. If there is evil in your mind, what is the use of
bathing in Orissa, saying the Namaaz, going for Hajj, or bowing your head at the mosque? O God, You have
created so many men and women, they are all Your form. Kabir is the ignorant child of Raam and Allah; they
(all people) are all my Gurus and Pirs. Kabir says: Listen to me, you men and women, seek the protection of the

One (God). Worship only God, only then will you be able to get across the ocean of life.”
[1349]

1 Reference is to Jagannath Puri.
" Reference is to Kaaba.
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HYPOCRISY AMONG RELIGIOUS LEADERS sl

Whereas Siri Guru Granth Sahib accepts all faiths as created by God and, therefore, worthy of respect and
careful study so that we can lead honest lives, hypocrisy among religious leaders is wrong. This is because
such leaders misguide their congregations and create doubts in their minds regarding the faith itself. For
example:

A3 Uy &g A3 THfD 1| g9 St wig = Afg Ifersst yal wfew 9@ 1| IR wicl IR 71§ |
A3 9 & W3 e 1| wid wid ym 3fe i dfe A |d fanife 1| 39 3AEl X3 werfe |
A B A3 TR I 3 A YR I Uz HSE 1334 11Z 5 fge Ao | Bd Hoefa It Wifg |
98 ¥ A Fo 9fe | WA g 2ug afe 1 Fef farsdt A fags 1 widl U J=fo us
4 3 ufens FaIfs el | (33 Sdfe fAfg &t ueh Iasd Jfs & 8 UTS I nild e nid A1 Al
HSal
fog A wrg fog w2 | g3 738 ufs aifs wIE3 ufe IJ gfanehl 33 U3 afe & UEl |
WRSHS =3 =foniel || feg 9 WP 3 &t 5 ueh I9'g erfe €8 3 mfel S9! w199 feAf3 5 ufe |
Hat 3 wig gaifs wrel 1 33 avafs afs AT uel Iver ufe fed Amfg I fA8 a8 frgasard |
A3 vl 33 T It wieh fe 5 QIR T | Afe AT I Ig 393 fIg HAGHS |
HEE & ©fd Bu e | G9! 97 33 & afe IFS Ay =S e | 553 widl Us 5 e I R |
[Cua-dug)
"Those who call themselves pious and, sinning secretly, pretend they are pious; those who call themselves
religious teachers and for love of money go to the homes of their disciples to teach; woman who loves her
husband only for the money he brings and (does not care) if he himself comes or goes. None of them (Brahmins)
believes in the Vedas or the Shastras; they all are worshipping their own selfish ends. The Qazi sits to do
justice, tells the beads of his rosary, and says God's name. But he takes bribes to go against peoples' rights and
if anyone objects, quotes from the scripture. Look at these Hindu leaders who listen to the orders of the Muslim
(rulers); tell against their own people, get them robbed, and still claim to be pure. And there are Jogis who have
matted hair and smear ashes over their bodies but they are householders and children are crying around them.,
They are neither householders nor Jogis. What did they gain by applying ashes upon their heads? O Nanak, this
is the sign of Kal Yug; they consider themselves superior and boast about it. A Hindu (Brahmin) comes to the
house of a Hindu (non-Brahmin) and puts a sacred thread around his neck after reciting a few verses. Wearing
the sacred thread, if this Hindu does bad deeds, his bathing and washing are not accepted (by God). The
Muslim who praises his faith but does not follow the instructions of his mentor (Guru or Pir) cannot (expect to)
be accepted by God. Everyone asks the Way but only a rare one follows the Path. Without good deeds one
cannot attain heaven. A person might go to a Jogi to ask him the Way (of life). He will even have his ears
pierced and wear ear-rings and roam the entire world. But (he does not realize that) the Creator is Omnipresent.
All creatures are travelers and cannot stay after the call is received. He who has seen God in this life will see
Him in the other world as well."
[951-952]
And,

IH AR 3 3 3ot 309 ufefs 391 1| I3t fag AuHShn B2 ofF foga i
Sfe ofd A #3 & widinifd g1 A a1 naul
WA #3 3 H a8 el | F& fAQ Uz drear=fa 1l gag |1
IHs Hifd gaefo Qufs st Ofe mevefg | gRT Hfe Safg ofe 98 A9 HeH uiefa IRl
&fe unfi FE' feafs wuadl HYg wWugR Soefo I Fer e fedfa i) Fas 328 Farely =l
13  fenn 33 ot 9T 38 9 IR || Ig IET fHE ASIY 32 Usdlu AaH & 2 IR
[82€]

"Those who wear three-and-a-half yard long loincloths and triple sacred threads, have rosaries around their
necks and polished vessels in their hands, should not be called saints of God. (In reality) they are thugs of
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Banaras. [ do not like such saints. They will eat the trunk along with the branch (for personal benefit they will
not hesitate to kill those they profit from). They scrub the utensils before putting them on the fire; they wash the
wood they burn; they dig the earth to make two places for fire; but (their actions are such that) they will eat
whole humans. They are sinners who always go around committing crimes but claim they never go near Maya.
They are always strutting around in their pride. They ruin themselves and their entire families (followers).
However, every one does what God has engaged him in. O Kabir, one who has met the True Guru is not born
again (is liberated)."

[476]

SIRI GURU GRANTH SAHIB’S ADVICE TO PEOPLE OF VARIOUS FAITHS

The Guru teaches that one should correctly follow the essence of one’s faith which consists of remembering
God with whatever name and constantly cleaning one’s mind of the dirt of lust, anger, greed, attachment,
and pride. For example:

Fd I3 G W e | goHS &R et wife IFat Faif3 & A wig | IS SAR T EW 1 |
7 Asf 7 gafs ug | 919 uIne 84 A |
it A A G I3 1| T UIAE /T3 HA
R goHS A goH 993 || »ify 33 FIS 38 39 11 2 |
TSASE A fofs G2 | HA®HS AEl HS B2 I
ufgn 88 R UdSe || fAA fAfg E9d0 I SIS 18 1Y 1 2 I
[€€=]
"Qazi tells lies and takes bribes; The Brahmin bathes at holy places but hurts people (of lower castes). The Jogi
too is blind and does not know the correct lifestyle. All the three are in spiritual wilderness. The (real) Jogi is
one who knows the correct way of life and through the Guru's grace understands the One (God). The Qazi is
one who turns away from Maya and through Guru's grace, while living in the world, become unattached to it.
The (real) Brahmin is one who thinks of God. He will swim across (the ocean of fear) along with all his family
(followers). The wise person is one who washes his mind (of sin). A Muslim is one who rids himself of the dirt
(of attachment to Maya). The learned one is he who understands true Way; he has the mark of acceptance in
God’s presence.
[662]

And,
B US 7 He AQ &I I 319 QU % A8 A3 I
B YId ' HIe H'g Il f3H U IE A A I 4 |l
J gafs o3 ©fg w3=g | €9 gug Aed U= Il q 1 ITQ I
it 7 7 Sfent Hordiafens st widifs ggH UaAS I
AUS fie & <E §I&I3E aHl 3@ AT & HIF IR |
7 #I3'% 1 efe A9 33 i wiafg A3 &= v i
JEIE ¥35 Hio BAag 33 | R gog's 23 fAfd ud 112 1
Aaft dioy dgg a3 1 fde IH W 893 I
HAGHE & Bg yefe | FEid 0 anitHl Ifantt AHITE gzl
[aaue-aag0]
“A (real) Mullah is one who fights to control his mind; who, following the teachings of the Guru, confronts
death and overcomes (the fear of) death; I bow to such a Mullah. God is omnipresent; do not think He is far
away. You will reach God, the Beautiful One, if you control the troublemakers (Lust, anger, greed, attachment,
and pride). A (real) Qazi is one who studies his own body and destroys the fire (of greed) with God’s Light, and
does not let lust bother him even in his dreams; such a Qazi has no (fear of) aging or dying. A (real) ruler is one
who strings two bows: one of controlling his mind to stay away from pursuit of worldly wealth and to be able to
concentrate on what is within him and, second of seeking God’s blessing to mobilize the army of good thoughts.
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Such a ruler truly deserves a canopy over his head. The Jogi recites the words “Gorakh, Gorakh” to remember
God; the Hindu calls out “Raam, Raam”; The Muslim says there is but one Khuda; Kabir’s God is the One who

pervades all.”
[1159-1160]

Advice to Muslims

Guru Nanak Sahib advises that a Muslim should be a good Muslim in his personal lifestyle as well in his
behavior towards others. For example:

A3 HE A i
g HHIf3 fE’ HAS 03 IS IS || AoH Baf3 Hi 3 Jg YASHTE |
39 I FY UG IHH I9H faem || 3FE 7 f3H I I5a 98 SH I Q|
Hg
I ugfent saa 98 Bnid §F arfe 138 Uig oM 31 39 i YIe'd & uifE I
T fAf3 & FEM g HY JHfE I WiaS Ufg ga Hig dft oo & Afe I
&5x IS gt I3 uB ufe i
Hs Al
U faem 293 O U OR &9 1 ufges Fe oss efe 3 8 yere
IGEt aif3 IR He TRt fRef3 AaTE || ISt J&H nifd & 31 HABHIES HefE |
53 A3 gfgnid IR IF wfe 12 1
[a80-a84]
“Make kindness your mosque and faith your prayer-mat and rightful livelihood your Quran. Make avoidance of
evil your circumcision, good attitude your fasting, and so become a Muslim. Make upright living your Kaaba,
truthful life your guide, and your deeds your Kalma and Namaaz. Make whatever God likes your rosary; God
will protect your honor. O Nanak, taking what is rightfully someone else’s is like pork to one (the Muslim) and
beef to the other (the Hindu); the Guru and the Pir will support you only if you do not take what belongs to
another. Mere talk will not lead to heaven; one attains liberation only through practicing truth. Adding spice (of
debate) to haraam (forbidden) will not make it into kalaal (approved). O Nanak, false discussion only leads to
falsehood. There are five types of Namaaz for the five times of the day and they have five different names. The
first one should be truth; the second, rightful living; and the third, wishing God’s blessings for all. The fourth
should be clean mind and intentions; and the fifth, praise of God. Good character should be your Kalma; then
only will you be a Muslim. O Nanak, all those whose life is not such practice falsehood, are false, and invite
dishonor (at God’s dargah).”
[140-141]
And,
FHI He A |l
WRSHS S07eE HASE 7 I 3 HASHS 302 Infels wigls €5 afg tHE! HAGS HIG! HIZs HAWR |
Sfe WHiSH 96 HO'@ WIS Hies & 99W g2 I9Y ot Irfe W& fAg Gufs XT3 13 mid JIe I
38 &1 AIE At HISHI3 IfE 3 HABHS IT= 11 4 I
[as3]
“It is hard to be called a Muslim; only if one is a Muslim can he described as one. First of all, one should hold
one’s faith dear and then, just as one removes rust or dirt from something, give away one’s rightful earnings.
Becoming a Muslim guided by faith, one should overcome the doubt about life and death. One should accept
God’s Will, accept that everything happens according to God’s Will, and get rid of self-will. Only then, O
Nanak, one will love all creatures and be called a Muslim.”
[142]

And,

4 HASIS Yyoret 9% 3H 9 His 912 IWsd wiefs s J Aigg Ag &dt FIHR Il
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at Sfenr 8fs &t w1l IaQ |
S U3 faew IS ISH fSAfs & It IFsf g we ot #3fa A Jf 718 AE il
fs=q At A fani fagrd S Wasfd 78 IUPg Wi YA fag 39 38 dic Ua'd I3l
YAH URTs 397 afd dnt Hig Wi vl afg Jislt vy Asfe wied B A& 38 Jdfe fIrs Adisl sl
Wt 81 34 Ufg a5 3 Hio HoH US'S IFd et fSH3 &f3 afd Srx A HE Wi Iuiiglaol
[sT0]

“O Qazi, what you say is not proper. We are humble creatures of God and you like being the ruler. However,
God is the supreme ruler of faith and He does not condone oppression. Fasting (during Ramadan), Namaaz, and
Kalma alone do not lead to heaven. Kaaba is within oneself if only one knows that. One understands the faith
only if dispensing justice is the real Namaaz; understanding God with one’s mind is the Kalma; and controlling
the five (lust, anger, greed, attachment, and self-will) is spreading the prayer-mat. Recognize your Master; have
kindness in your heart and get rid of pride as useless. If one knows oneself and understands others, then only
one can have a place in heaven. There is the same clay from which God has created different people. Recognize
God in everyone. Kabir asks why have you given up heaven and your mind is set upon hell.”

[480]

And,

37 T3 HE2 nissg Al Hied FUrd imiy B wed &t 98 i a8 sy HIg Al
i wigg & 34t Wig 397 Hfe feofe & 98 Iuafg & Sofo T 3 989 31 3 ASH WA 1Al I8 I
Y 338 893 wing &9 Uy &t a8 IUR 313 o'dt g 899 A8 fes Hio wefs & gt I
Wy g 7S we 3fg foge B fgordt Iffg 391 € Hig 83 Jd adi yard! 1210
[8x3]
“The Qazi observes fasts and (ostensibly) propitiates A/lah (by sacrificing an animal at the end of Ramadan)
but (in fact) he is killing the animal for enjoying the taste of food. Keeping his own benefit in mind, he is
unmindful of others. All his effort is useless. O Qazi, there is only One Master of all, yours too. He is within
you as well. You do not think about it. Crazy about Deen (ritual), you do not understand this and that is why
your life is wasted. The Books also say that A//ah is Eternal and that no man or woman has permanent existence.
O crazy man, if you do not understand this in your mind, all reading and study is useless. Allah, unseen dwelis
in all beings. Think over it carefully. Kabir says aloud that He is the same in the Hindu as well as in the
Muslim.”
[483]

Advice To Hindus

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches a Hindu to study the Vedas and get rid of hypocrisy, greed and pride.

THIBT HTT! Ul
W 3 uEz J A3 1 f592 9 adt Uds 993 IQURE J3 Jfd B igaR I niua Jfged wifd 3 IHR Al
Ufs3 9 Hiefd Uf33 1 He & g fa=fa UfE3 1l 90g |
widl G A faigy 1 W SIS ©o fer fard 1353 99 udh ufe | &3 yag'd wig IHTE I
Y2 SOH wig wiHS T3t I F3Is faffo UB fa3 Ueh iies 33 W fags 1 feo fafa dfe 3 (a8 HiZ =l
R UfS3 919 Aae afe 1| 3 e &t 61 939 Wit 1939 S Uas dJfs aife | 3@ 3R ot Aget ufe IsIEII
[cro-try]
"With your tongue you recite (the scriptures) with paraphrasing but you do not have God in you nor do you live
a clean life. You preach to others and ask them to understand carefully but you yourself do not follow what you
say to others. O Pundit, study the Vedas and get rid of the anger in you. You place the idol before you but your
mind wanders in all ten directions. You apply the saffron mark (on you forehead) and fall at the idol's feet but
you do all this to please the world. Performing the six good acts, sitting on a cushion and wearing a dhoti
(while engaged in prayer); going to a rich man's home and reading the book (for him); counting the beads on his
rosary and then asking (the rich man) for money; my friend, no one has reached his destination in this manner.
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He is the (true) Pundit who follows the Guru's word. The Maya of three gunas cannot influence that man. All /
the four Vedas are in God's Name. O Nanak, (only a fortunate one) comes to the service of such a one."

[887-888]
Advice to Jogis

Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells a Jogi that he cannot find the way to union with God through merely talking
about it or ritualistically wearing certain garb and engaging in certain practices. The only way to reach God
is to live one’s life in humility, equal consideration for all beings, and with mind focused on the Formless
God.

a1 & 95 A9 & 33 A 5 gAH 93E |l Aa1 & Ol );4 e Ad & st et i
VS Wi fadnts Soh a1 7a1fs fe Eﬁrﬁuqu
Bt A S I éafaﬂfaafanmfawéﬁaﬁad‘wﬁﬁw han Iog u
7@ & wofs HE WSl T & 3 oEm | Fa & o ferisrs Sfedt Fa & Jiate wE I
¥Wites Hifo fadmfs Iobi Aa1 Faits feg urehd
339 32 3 AOW 32 U3 =9t JoEM I fo5d 9 Ao Ufs & we ) uge wEhd |
wiAs Hfg fadnfs Idhn Aar Faifs fes uehd iz
a3 Hiefant Hig IIhN W a1 IHEM 1| = T=g St @R 39 faeeg us wE |
WS g fagnfs 9t Ad Adif3 38 weEml isiaicl
[920]
“Union with God is not through wearing the “khintha”, carrying a stick, smearing ashes over the body, wearing
ear-rings, shaving one’s head, or playing the horn. The way to union with God is to think of Formless God even
while living a normal life. We cannot meet God through talk alone. Jogi is one who perceives all to be equal.
Union with God is not through going to crematoria and cemeteries, through sitting in a trance, wandering in
various lands, or through bathing at places of pilgrimage. 1f we meet the True Guru, fear (of death) is removed,
the wandering mind can be controlled, love would spring in our hearts, mind would be restful in a state of
equipoise, and we would approach God in our own heart. O Nanak, we should work towards a union (with God)
in which while living we abstain from sin (thoughts, words, or acts that take one away from God); when there is
a horn sounding in our mind without an instrument then we attain the state of fearlessness.”
[730]

GURU’S UNIVERSAL MESSAGE

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches us to rise above distinctions created by labels of faith, and to respect all
religions as divinely revealed. It does not matter what name we use for God so long as we understand that
God pervades all creation and live upright truthful lives in humility, contentment and love, treating all as
equal, and controlling the five “thieves” (lust, anger, greed, attachment, and self-will). For example:

AIE TS I | AIE YfBUS IIMH 1| WiBT wimsd wiug Il ufe yefe @3 9pHiT 1al
§aH S91&3 el | uesg Ife Jfowd AIE SEl Al I I
e Fa Hies W 1| 38 &s IR W wigd I fOIEA duTs difEe | Uds AIE3 HE IR
fHoges HE®' 3t 84 Il Ulg OEd AY || e  H&d I3 I8 Il 396 539 3 U 131l
Sgfes 5903 SfES | IH3 IH W W WTd | 9HeS 9A3 A8 ot I| B fag &t & Afe sl
g ofon afs I9d09 || FaIf3 edit oft fAIASTd I| I &4 difg U2 IIH I 83 WSHg UIIEgH IUIasiisul
[eé-o]
“(0 God,) The Cause of all creation, Merciful, Provider of all, Allah, Unseen, Boundless, Y ourself the Master
of all, You are great beyond description. (O God,) The Master of creation, the Creator of all people,
Omnipresent, I salute You. Master of the universe, Life of creation, Master of Maya, the Destroyer of fear,
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Worthy of remembrance in our hearts, Master of all senses, Preserver of the earth, Master of the world, Grantor
of deliverance, the All-pervading. Merciful God, You are the only one to deliver pirs, prophets and sheikhs.
The Master of all hearts is just. He is beyond the Quran and the Books. The Abode of Mercy (God) is Himself
Narayan and Narsingh. He pervades and supports all. He is Baasdev and his home is everywhere. His
wonderful creativity cannot be described. O Doer, have mercy (on me), show me kindness. O Creator, give me
the gift of devotion and submission to You. Say, O Nanak, when the Guru rids one of his doubts, Allah and
Parbrahm are seen as one.”
[896-897]
And,
T93 & JUQ & HT IHTH || f3F A<t 7 98 faga Al
83 e WBg BT |l fIT 394 20 38T 11 A I JIQ |l
oA I8 79 & JeE um | B AAnEIsET IR
ur 398 & faa Iaag i 23 f5dad B g2 BHAIGE I 3 |
S OH I8 & HABHSE | Wisd 9H & U3 uas 11 8 |
g Fdig feg i @uras | 9 Ui s Yfe YA Ug'a Iuiall
[aaz€]

“I do not fast nor do 1 observe Ramadan, 1 only serve One God who always protects me. My one Master is
Allah. I am done with both Hindu and Muslim. I do not go on Hujj to Kaaba nor do 1 go on any pilgrimage. [
serve only One and no other. I do not perform pooja‘2 or say the Namaaz; I bow only to the One Formless God.
I am not a Hindu nor am I a Muslim. This body and soul are given by Allah, by Raam. O Kabir, say, I have
understood my Master through meeting the Guru, the Pir.”

[1136]
Also,
HIY UIH Hfg AAS Uy 1| Ifd & &H Afd fSIHT g |
IS foed Hig §3H fafan | AUAfS g9Hf3 HE fafdnr |
A GeH Hig 88 s 1 Ifd & &Y AUg vl AE Il
AIIS g8t Hfg witH3 g8t | afg d AF His IAE agiat |
OIS 85 3 67 g3 O3 1| 364 fAg wie =R Ifg & el
[Re€]

“Remember God's Name and make your conduct pure. This is the supreme faith of all. Of all the holy acts the
best one is that, in the company of the Saadh (Guru), one gets rid of the dirt of wrong thinking. Of all efforts the
best one is to remember God's Name. Hear God's praises with your ears and sing them out with your tongue; of

all words, these are the life-giving ones. Of all persons the best one is in whose mind God's Name resides.”
[266]

Emphasizing universal love based upon love of God and learning from the Guru, Siri Guru Granth Sahib
teaches:

35 3 g2l niuat Tt 1| Yz ot wifam Saft funidh 1| 7 fag 48 B His 73 His 1 3 feg wigdd 3ad e Al
wWe Hfg 78 9 At el gefe | gfsg aiel f3rs faardt HHS Jifg yd BI8 msfe 1l JUQ |
afa fagu G oIt A& | If USIE ofg & 995 || HiH fIHE A1 WS STI'8 || I3 UFgoH B dt 713 IRl
3 33 oH f3A 2 OF I| U8 NI 3 HIS f5em I & Q 3 &t St I Jifss s o3 83 et izl
FP a@ Jfg ofs & gur 1 3 aQ ugfa & Safg g | i Wiy AIE YBUS | a6a I13Q Sfd1 U IgIuiagl

“Self-will left this body, God’s Will became dear to me, and my mind found whatever God does to be sweet;
only then I saw this miracle with my own eyes. Now I have understood (God) and my woes have disappeared.
My thirst (greed) has been quenched, my attachment (to Maya) is gone, and the Perfect Guru has taught me. In

'2 Hindu worship of idols.
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Y,

His mercy, the Guru took me into his protection and united me with God. If one’s mind is perfectly stable, one
understands God and Guru to be the same. I am a servant to whomsoever God has created; my God abides in all.
I have neither enemy nor opponent; I get along with all in close embrace as brothers (children of the same
father, God). O Nanak, God Himself is the provider of all and whoever God and the Guru give comfort will
never hurt again and will be immersed in love for God.”
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SIKH VIEW OF OTHER FAITHS

by
Ranbir Singh Sandhu, Tracy, California

1. INTRODUCTION

A Sikh’s concept of God' as well as view of all Creation is defined by the teachings of the
Gurus. These teachings are collected in the Sikh scripture addressed by Sikhs as Siri Guru
Granth Sahib®. The Guru’s message emphasizes belief in One God, Eternal, The Reality, Creator
and Doer, All-pervading, Without Fear, Without Rancor, Transcending time, Unincarnate, Self-
existent, (understood) through True Guru's grace. God is also just, forgiving, provider and
supporter of life, devoted friend, loving parent, among other attributes. All that exists and all that
happens in the universe is through Divine Will. This includes the existence of different religions.

In this article, we outline the Sikh approach to other faiths using Siri Guru Granth Sahib’s
teachings as reference. We shall see that God created various paths for people to follow. They
may differ in form and ritual which are unimportant but in essence teach love of God and all His
creation. We need to guard against the human tendency to assume that what we are familiar with
is the right way and anything that is different is necessarily wrong. A Sikh of the Guru accepts
whatever is created by God to be based upon Divine Will and for the benefit of all. There are no
bad people and no bad religions. God loves us all and love for all is the way for us to understand
God.

2. THE SOUL HAS NO PARTICULAR RELIGION

Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells us that soul shares divine attributes and is beyond birth and death. It
does not have any particular religion, caste, social status, or preferred occupation. These
mundane attributes do not affect the soul. For example:

& feg Hsg & feg <8 1 & feg At SO B |
& feg Adft & wi=yz' 1| & fem Wit 3 Fg Uy Il
fent Yreg vfa 3 gadht 1| 3 wig 3 IQ UrEl Al I i

& feg fargdt & Gert 1| & feg 9w & Fd YarH I

& fer g & ga3 I3t I & feg goHg & feg uish Il
& feg 3u IR Ay Il & feg AR & HI3 =Y |l
feg H93 @ A @ I= I A = e Uf3 &= 13l

39 yrAfe 7 a3 ufent I fivs Hag €8 fhe=fent |

Jg Jdtg feg I S wiE 1| AR Jige Ud fHe & YE I8IRIUE [a, woal’

We use the word “God” as a universal term for Deity commuon to all faiths associating no specific faith with it.
The word”Granth” means “the Book”. The prefix “Guru” denotes Sikh acceptance of the “Granth” as the Guru.
The prefix “Siri” and the suffix “Sahib” express reverence.

Numbers in brackets following the numeral 1 refer to page numbers in Siri Guru Granth Sahib, published by
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Amritsar, India. Numbers following the numeral 2 refer to page
number in Dasam Granth Sahib. All translations from Punjabi to English are by the author.



3.

ns

“Who is it that resides in this body? No one has found the final answer to this. It is neither human
nor god; it is neither a Jati (One who has his senses and desires under control), nor a worshipper of
Shiv®; it is neither a Yogi nor a recluse; it has neither mother nor is it somebody’s son. It is neither a
householder nor a recluse; it is neither a ruler nor a beggar; it does not have a body or even a drop
of blood; it is neither a Brahmin nor a Khatri. It is neither an ascetic nor a Sheikh; it is not seen to
be born and to die — whosoever cries over its death, will lose respect of others. Through Guru’s
grace I have found the way. I have risen above birth and death. O Kabir, say, it is part of God; it is
joined to God just as ink is to paper.” [1, 871]

PEOPLE FOLLOW DIFFERENT PATHS. ALL CLAIM TO HAVE FOUND GOD

People have tried many different ways to realize God or to achieve perfection. Each one of them
claims success. According to Sikh belief, none of these various ways leads to God unless one
gives up pride and seeks God's love through Guru's grace. For example,

4.

A58 &dt I= =TS T WS O HIdl FIQ |
famrat famis &=fall famiat famis aH=fall yg faadt A3 a |
3193 9U3 AP ANl FI3 HAIN 3UH 3ufg I3 VI
Vot Headhl Afenidl goHodh Set Qerfa I3 2 |
gdIf3 &= ugarall Ufsg [ yda'l fargnst fargmfs gaqsl 8 i
fesrad gggfu »=y3I aud I83 g fefs dtafa w3 u
fagard =gt viugAl fefa Bfa & ©=fo gami fefa Hadt fami3ml € I

wifz 3 faadt agfennl A8 03 3 ufentil fAH HS H S48l o |
AIS 9af3 QUi faniaft ASfs Uil 3738 91d Idfes Uadall © 1l * I *2 1l [q, 29]
"I do not know what would please God. O my mind, search for the Way. The meditators meditate,
the scholars study, but no one has found God. Vaishnav’ seekers stay busy in holy acts, yogis say
they have been liberated, the ascetics are absorbed in their own pursuits, the silent ones (persons
who have taken vows not to speak) stay silent, the Sanyasis (those who have given up worldly
attachments), the Brahmacharis (those who have never engaged in sexual activity), the Udasis
(who have no home and wander) are all busy in their ways. (Some say) there are nine types of
devotees: the pundits recite the Vedas, the householder is following his Dharam, those who just say
one word, those who take on many forms, those who go about naked, those who wear special types
of clothing, those who are poets, those who stay awake all the time, and some who bathe at holy
places. Some stay without food, some do not let anyone touch them, some hide in caves and do not
let anyone see them, and some think in their own minds that they have divine knowledge. No one
says he is less than any other. All claim they have found God but the real devotee is he whom God
unites with Himself. I have given up all arguments and have sought shelter with God. Nanak has
fallen at the Guru's feet." [1,71]

GOD IS COMMON TO ALL FAITHS

4

One of the Hindu trinity of gods — Brahma, the Creator; Vishnu, the Preserver; and Shiv, the destroyer. of
course, there are additional attributes and roles for all three.
Worshippers of Vishnu.



All faiths worship the same God using different names for Him and praising some special divine
attributes. The apparent differences in form are indicative of God's glory in revealing Himself to
various people. For example,

3y fawifefs 8¢ I3 A w3l Jied! It & Afe 33 =f U3l
gon 3U fanifefs fég fégmen Has fars wiesa afd AR ufd gl
Uls fusnigg Ay HATEs nifsiR) 63 Ufs fadarg wic wie HEsTkI
33g ad feam ugn 33l fAg A3 sfefa wifu 33 133 It | R 1 [a, uax]

"The Vedas and the Books (Torah, Bible, Qura'an) all stand and worship You. So many people are
lying at Your door that they cannot be counted. Numerous Brahmas and Indras® with their thrones,
Shivas and incarnations of Vishnu sing God's glory and so do many Pirs, Prophets, Sheikhs, and
Ulemas. You pervade all completely and are manifest in all. Falsehood destroys and people can

reach You only if they follow the correct way but we all do what You Yourself get us to."
[1,518]

And,

It 98 g 9 et yefel gt A2 et a8t wisfal a |
Jgs A9 Tl fraur Tifg IdtHi a 1t JI@ I
3 a2 digfg gt oA Afel et 59y JE g fa=fen
3t UR 9T At 39! St 62 a1 3 AURI 3 |
e 33 391 d W fdgl et wE feng Sl Hafdiel 8 |
g 553 fAfs gay ugsll ys Afgg & f3fe g8 A3 U Il € 1 [a, vy

"Some people call you Ram, others call You Khudaa. Some serve Gosain, some Allah. O Merciful
Creator and Doer, have mercy upon me. Some bathe at holy places and others go for Aujj. Some do
pooja others bow their heads. Some read the Vedas’, others the Books (Torah, Bible, Qura'an etc.).
Some wear blue, others white. Some call themselves Muslims, others Hindus. Some seek bahisht
some suarg (sanskrit for heaven). O Nanak, say; whosoever has understood the Hukam (Divine
order) has learnt the secret of God, the Master." [1, 885]

And,

IS IS IIHI AT Yfsuss Il
WSHd WiSY WUl gfe yefe <3 9gHal Q |
§an gaE3 el Usx dfe Sfont Ag" e a 1| I8 I
Adle" AdHtiEs WGl 88975 fge Hifg w3l
fodfian duss difel Ugs HaEg Hael R i
fHgges HE®' 3t Bxl Ulg Uateg Al
fo S HSa 9 Il IS 39 3 Ul 3 |
Srgfee &9dd 2fayd&I IH3 IH W WS WId|l
9HYS A3 78 oTel B fag &dt 5 Afel 8 |
fHagg efenr afg IIdoal a3 dedft Bfa fAgAcT3I
Jg 353 Jfg U8 FIHI B WiBg UTIETH! U 1l 38 1| 84 I [a, ©é]
"The Source of creation, Merciful, Provider of all, Allah, Indescribable, Boundless, Yourself the
Master of all, You are beyond all count. Master of creation, Creator of all people, All-pervading

Indra, in Hindu mythology, is the God of the atmosphere, storms, rain, and battle. Also, king of gods.

7 Hindu religious texts supposed to have come from God.



T

God, I salute You. Master of the universe, Life of creation, Master of Mayag, the Destroyer of fear,
Worthy of remembrance in our hearts, Master of all senses, Preserver of the earth, Master of the
world, Grantor of deliverance, All-pervading, Merciful God, You are the only one to liberate (from
the influence of Maya) pirs, prophets and sheikhs. The Master of all hearts i lS just. He’ is beyond
the Qura'an and the Books. The Abode of Mercy (God) is Himself Narayan'® and Narsingh''. He
pervades and supports all. He is Baasdev and his home is everywhere. His wonderful creativity
cannot be described. O Creator, have mercy (on me), show me kindness. O Creator, give me the
gift of devotion and submission to You. Say, O Nanak, when the Guru rids one of his doubts, Allah
and Parbrahm are seen as one." [1, 896]

S5 ALL PATHS ARE EQUIVALENT

a. God has been addressed by different names in different periods of time

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches oneness of God even though humanity at different times in
history has addressed Him by different names.

AH & AsTEg Bt A Hig wie Afe 99 1 78 A Afg AFR |
foqr a3 ofawn g9yfgd | IH &H €2 Hfg |3 |l
afe Sfenl Uges Al 156 38 HE=3g Ui |
a7 Hig Afd 831 Joefs a5 fgrg AeH sfent |
g3 givt & nifens fagrgs Hig 31 s |l
fes Hig 98 wgdge gnf' 39 4E'El wiKd sfen |
3% gA3 B AU Ufdd 33d USEl YWHE it Il [q, 820]

“(In the four Yugas'? God has been remembered by different names). (In Sat Yug) Sam (Ved) calls
Him the Setamber Master who is constant in Truth. Everyone then was absorbed in Truth. (In
Duapar Yug) Rig (Ved) says that God pervades all, the Name Raam is foremost among gods, and
that through reciting his name all sins are removed and one attains liberation. (During Treta Yug),
in Yuj (Ved), He was Krishan, Kahn, Jadam who forcibly tricked Chandraval; brought the Parjaat
tree for his gopi; and showed miracles in Brindaban. In Kal Yug, the Ved is Atharban, Turks and
Pathans have become rulers and wear blue clothes, and the Name is Khudaa or Allah.” [1, 470]

Sikhs believe that God created all people and all faiths. There are no limits on God and divine
revelation has come to various people at different times in language, idiom, and metaphor
appropriate for them.

38 sfeg VS Afant 3Q Adh 3fe 3@ goredt 38 A5t nisHEHI
fie 39 I8 Iert forH At HaR ot 713 78 88 UduaHll
aaaadTHﬁéiamaaa'm@é?enaa aéigzvngwzsau

The physical universe controlled by the senses. The obvious influence of Maya is the prevalence of lust, anger,
greed, attachment and ego which all lead one in to misery.

In this article, the masculine pronoun is used for God. However, we like to emphasize that God has beyond
gender.

Narayan is a Sanskrit name for Vishnu; also used for all-pervading Creator.

Incarnation of Vishnu as a lion-headed man.

Hindu tradition divides the time span of civilization into four Yugas, each one having its set of social and moral
principles.



1&
g9 di st A= A8 ot & Jg9e 84 81 Jt AgU AY € A3 AaEl U | vy \
g9 vHIB e, ur Wi fo=m G, WA AY 84 O wids 3 g8 JI
923 wie= HE digg 394 fJg, f‘eswf?swaenagﬂaq@@ﬁu
83 33, 88 I, €] ¥9, 83 UG, UK € wi3H Wl viE 3 I8 Jl

mzvsamguﬂ‘zﬁ UHT?SY;FE(HT?S@E'T eazﬂnaunéead?azs@éu ag I € I
[, at]

"Some shave their heads and become Sanyasis, some become Yogis, some are celibate and some
are known for continence. Some are Hindus and others Muslims, Sunni or Shia. Recognize all
mankind as one. The Creator and the Merciful, the Provider and the Gracious are the same God. Do
not, in error or doubt, accept any other. All serve the One, He is the One Divine Teacher of all,
there is but One Form, let all understand Him to be the same Light.

"The temple and the mosque are the same; pooja (Hindu worship) and namaaz (Muslim prayer) are
the same. All mankind is one but appears to be several (groups). (The existence as different
entities) of gods, the anti-gods, the yakshas and gandharvs (characters in Hindu religion); of the
Muslims and the Hindus; is merely the difference in dress (outer appearance) of (people from)
different countries. All have the same eyes, the same ears, the same body and the same form. They
are all made of earth, air, fire and water. Allah and the Formless God are the same; the Purans and
the Qura'an are the same; all are the same appearance, the same form." (2, 19]

b. God Created All Faiths

Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells us that God created all people and all faiths. God pervades all
creation and all creation acts God’s Will. For example:

HES uast HEf&wT wiam || wie wie HEf&En Y=SH yarg Al
I IH HEFEWT wia3 IfE | 7o S48 3T Jfand AHTE 1Al ITQ I
ot HE® ofg ge I 43 HB=t A a3g Il
Hag HEfSE Aa1 s 1| St & At A8 AHTS I31Ql [q, o]
“The earth and the sky are bright (through divine light). In every creature, (God’s) Divine Light
shines. God has beautifully manifested Himself in myriad ways. Wherever 1 look, 1 find God
totally pervading all. Then, the four Vedas blossomed (with God’s divine light); Smritis blossomed

as well as the Books; Shankar", the master of Yoga and meditation blossomed. Kabir’s Master
pervades all.” [1, 1193]

c. People Follow Different Faiths by God’s Will

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches that people follow different paths according to God’s Will.
However, love of God is worthwhile, all other pursuits are false. God Himself, in His mercy,
blesses people with love for Him.

3y g I I=fg arefg 39 I= Afs =T |
mm@%m31aafaﬁa§31m§15@€weﬁ1u
M 30 92 I o S8 W AY oo I
M 3g 92 I Jefg I IH IH TU3 IH= |
M 3y g 331 Idi<fo fAg I afe A=fa |
7 30 g2 Afg fersfa ofs I wig wi=fa i

3 Shankar is another name for Shiv.



7 39 g< e gg=fo 3U e 3 gl |

553 8 39 9% 33 TS EE! SH=fT I Q I [a, asy]
“If You so will, some play music and sing or bathe in (holy) water'*. If You so will, some will
smear ashes over their bodies and blow the horn'®. If You so will, some will read the Books and be
called Mullahs or Sheikhs. If You so will, some will become rulers and enjoy tasty foods. If You so
will, some ply the sword and have their heads cut off. If You so will, some go to other countries
and bring home stories they hear. If You so will, You get some attached to Your Name and through
Your Will, they love You. Nanak humbly makes this one submission that all others (those who are
not attached to God’s Name) are practicing falsehood.” (1,
145]

d. No False Faiths

Emphasizing the essential unity of faiths, Siri Guru Granth Sahib's words are:

¢ 339 Jgg H3 B3 §& A & €93l [, aauo]

"Don't say the Vedas and the Books (Torah, Blble Qura'an) are false. False is the one who does not
study them." [1, 1350]

And,

6.

Ao Afge 7Y 3 A9 Wa 39 it AY A JfEl
g fan 3@ windhat g g a7t Sfen a i
Ha5' fefg 3 =93@ Ao AiS 3sfa fanr=fg fog If3I
Afg 389 §=g HaR HI AT' 3 A% Mg feal of31 1
A8 J 35t fefo 3 W9 Ao 393 wdfg I Bl
Hgmméégﬂaﬁgﬂan@mgsmwt‘anwfbua I
A st 3 wiH J 1Y flmid Afg gsfa fawi=fg A3 ATl
fA@ 3= f38 Iy 3 NI S AY 3 ) UfIHTI 8 1| 2 1l 92 Il [a, €20]
"My King, You are the Eternal Master, forever. All that You create is true. O King, who can we
call false when there is no other? You pervade all beings. All pray to You day and night. They all
ask you for things; You are the one providing for all. Everything is under Your command, my
King, nothing is outside it. All the beings are Yours and You belong to all; they all merge into You.
You fulfill the hopes of all, all pray to You. O Nanak's King, O my Beloved, You are the Eternal
One; keep me (in Your service) in whatever manner might please You. [1, 670]

MESSAGE OF LOVE AND UNDERSTANDING

a. No Bad People

For a Sikh, there are no bad people. All are created by God. They may appear to be different but
all are God's creation and part of God Himself. Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells us:

A5 1 Ug 81 I gA wigg & Sfel I8 ugret His =R f3g wie uddie dfen u i
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Practices common among Hindus.
Practices common among Yogis.



0
78 »isgrHl god J god =R A gfel He fard nidhl Fefe g fg= =fel € | \(
gJ' g f39g wige figg J ©d Wifgl Jaufd g3 gfsnt €38 Hifg Adfel o i
[a, ouo]
"One God is the Master of all, there is no other. When, through the Guru's grace, He resides in
someone's mind, He manifests Himself in that person. This entire creation is a manifestation of the
Omniscient God and He is everywhere. If one carefully studies the (Guru's) Word, how can one
call anyone bad? A person talks about good and bad people only so long as he is caught up in
Duality (that the creation is separate from God). One who has followed the way shown by the Guru

has understood the Unity and is absorbed in God." [1, 757]
And,
g9 9% g RS It ATS #hnd 3N Q Il IIQ Il [a, ata]
"Who can we call bad or good when all are Your creatures?" [1,383]
Also,

iy QU &5 vl 98 W e fars widl A1 AgS Afog €4l [q, arao)
“Q Nanak, He Himself creates them and makes them different. Who shall we say is bad for all have
the same Master." [1, 1237]

And,

ST U®3 U&K Hg uBa TR 99 Hidll
Ye fars widnt At 3R fag St afall 24 i [a, aacq]
"O Farid, the Creator pervades all Creation and the Creation is in God. How can we call any one
bad when there is none besides Him?" [1, 1381]

b. God Created All and Abides in All

The entire universe has been created by God who completely pervades it. Kabir Ji, in Siri Guru
Granth Sahib, describes God as a potter making pots out of the same clay. The clay as and the
Potter are both faultless.

=S wid ad Gufen Jeafs d S U< i
24 53 3 Ag A QUi 385 I3 A HeIAll
BIr 33K & gSB T
Ui usa sk Hig ufsa ufs 3fa@ Hg st 1an 3o i
W 83 wida Sif3 &fg Al AFGTTd i
3 dg Ud It & 913 &' dg U8 4973 IRl
78 Hfg A9 83 \El 3R & i B8 g It |
gad UE® H 84 73 e adnt 7El 121l
WSg WY & el Sfund Ifg Iz dis Hie il
3fg Idtd vt 7 s 7IY fadrs FS 18131 [, aguo]
"First, God created light. All are bound by God's will and from one light the entire universe was
created. How can we call some good and some bad? Don't be lost in doubt. God abides in His
creation and the creation in Him. He completely pervades all. It is the same clay from which the



Creator has created different forms. There is no shortcoming in the vessel made of clay nor is there
any in the Potter. There is One Eternal God who abides in all and is the One doing everything that
happens. One who understands the FHukam knows the One God and is known as a true devotee.
Allah is beyond description and His qualities cannot be described. However, the Guru has given me
the sweet (knowledge of God). Kabir says: My doubts have been removed and I have seen the
Formless One everywhere (in all creation).” [1, 1350]

Also,

Wt 8= A9 BAe gy fafa 812 wR Sy 2
Jg 33 M &t & wiadnl wie =fa 3 a3 €9all 8 1l [a,992¢]
"Just as a potter makes many types of vessels out of the same clay, the entire universe has been
made out of the same materials. Five ingredients have been combined to make this body; some may
have more or less of some ingredients." [1, 1128]

And,
W&y dg AIm we Fi3fa fage Sg fagrdli
fig gga gJ Hig 83 a3 3 uadll 2 Il O Il < |l 4, sea]
"Kabir says this loud and clear, and you should think over it in your own mind. Allah pervades all
persons unseen. He is the same in the Hindu as well as the Muslim." [1, 483]

And,

A3 We 91 98 IH 831 9H fas' J 8 I A I IIQ |
ga® Hidt IAd Jidt gWs I ' 3 Jl
WRE=S Ao sliie udaH wie wie IH AW Jil A
2am g3 I widF »iSa 3A A Wi JlI

UoR &M S8 f5gamT d &dd & €F Il R 11 8 1l [, €y
"God speaks in every body, God does. Who else speaks but God? Out of the same earth, a variety
of vessels has been made, from the ant to the elephant. In animate as well as inanimate objects, in
insects too, the same God pervades. Giving up all other hopes, concentrate on the One who is
Infinite. Nama humbly says that when one has got rid of desires, there is no difference between the
Master and the servant."” [1,988]

s

Often, we go astray and lose sight of the unity of the universe as a creation and manifestation of God
without a separate independent existence apart from God. Siri Guru Granth Sahib reminds us:

A9 OH I3 39 3 &t wiE 3 A &

WES WdH A1 Safg Hfe Gefu A% a=& 78 Hidt Al
W2 fand S g W Il A Haha! 3fg & A 1Al 9@ I
53uf3 83 frurafs Afent AU sfant faurdt |
we3 I fagds gy ufent R Jif3 st audt 1l
IH gfewidl Y AR afg wie ag HId Aafent |
W5 I3a A7 3 Ud nig JT3 IIg & nwifend 12l
Fog 89 nda AniHt AS We ga RE |
fg If=em gu O 33 Aon dfe B gt I8l [a, &uc]
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“When I thought I was someone, I did not understand You. Now, [ have lost my separateness from
You and I only see You. Due to high winds, an ocean may be full of waves but essentially they are
water in water (part of the ocean). O God, what can I say about such misunderstanding? What we
believe (that the Creation has an identity apart from You) is not how it really is. (They say) a king,
sleeping on his throne, became a beggar in his dream. He suffered the loss of his kingdom. This is
our state. Now I am getting some understanding of the puzzle. It is like the story of a rope and a
snake. Seeing many golden ornaments, we misunderstand (that they are different but it really is the
same gold in various forms). Now I cannot say what I used to (that the creation is separate from
God). Everywhere the One Master appears in numerous forms; He abides in all bodies. Ravidas
says: He is nearer to us than our hand. Whatever happens is His Will. [1, 658]

c. All are God's children. God cares for all

All the creatures are God's children. He created them and cares for them. He loves them. He
nourishes them and supports all of them like a parent. Siri Guru Granth Sahib also describes the
world as a garden planted by God who cares for it and makes it beautiful. There is an essential
unity between all people as belonging to the same God. For example:

il A9 Sfenis Wil aur Sdfell
Asa & W U@ wifu 3 wind A9 a3fell [a, €ug)
"God has Himself engaged people in His service and He Himself blesses them. He Himself is
father and mother to all and takes care of all." [1, 653]

And,

3 A3 Afgg guJ Il
3 fafa 33 wige 3T [a, 9]
"You are our common Father. Your treasuries contain, and are never short of, all the nine
treasures." [1,97]

And,

feg Aa1 ==t HI' yg H3A
Y ANS d &t i
7t TS e 30t =93 H TH AS=EHl U 1l [, aat]
"This world is like a flower-garden and God is the gardener. He cares for all and does not ignore

any one. Each flower has the fragrance that the gardener has put in it. It is known by the fragrance
the gardener has put in it." [1,118]

d. See God in All and Love All

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches us that with God as our common father, we should see God
pervading everyone, love each other, and there should be no enmity. For example:

WISHIH AIg Hfg Udll
yaa Ufg gfant ys 3l
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I35 WHG fae Hig A3l \
wUBt TAZ 3 »ifd UESI A Il [a, ©R]
"See the All-pervading God in all creatures. One God is completely filling all creation. Know the
priceless jewel within you. Recognize your gift yourself. [1, 892]

And,

HiTz 13 3 A3 fag HR nisfa M wag =fenl
5 3 3G S ==E niy USE HIE Al 28 11 [a, 0]

"The person who gives up ego in his life understands everything and he is firm in being kind to all
beings. O Nanak, he who sees himself in all beings will be honored." [1,940]

And,

A A S8 IH fIA | EHI
ys ﬂ‘a' 3 AIS fa=mI
&' d g3 &dt a3
Jfs s o8 83 Sl 8 1l [q, wro)
"I am a servant of all God has created. My God resides everywhere. There is no enemy or
opponent. I embrace all as brothers, as one with them." [1, 887]

And,

farfg argl Ag 33 UgE! |
A9 3 Auiaifs Hfo uet i 38 |
& A gt &t faars Aaes Afat X a8 °fs wiEh Al
H s i3 7 g5 Hi68 8g BHf3 g 3 U 1l
A8 Hfg afe Ifont yg €3 U U 3aa faartAte! 131Kl [q, axey]

“Ever since I came to be in Guru’s company, [ have forgotten all envy. No one is a stranger to me;
I get along with all. Accepting whatever God does as good, is the wisdom I received from my
Guru. The One God is manifest in all, O Nanak, seeing this I am full of joy.” [1, 1299]

And,

afg fagu €6 Hfg a0 dus 3 g2 |
H& 3 farfa€ Aars go g9 it 9a<! ZElall
Agrfal fo3 faaat €3 |
wagfd Ho W& 9'Rs € Jfg Ii3ar arst laul 9a@ |
& & AT gAHG dfont & IH fam & gael |
goH UAd UATIE disfo mfsqe 3 At U 1l
S d HI3 OH nus Sfia’ IH ASE & AWG |
gfs uafel He & fagg 3 W =8 W3 IWs IRl
faahE dis w3 S5 Age &d I3 Hia' |
Afs 8 Hdifs AIg et aad gHEMT FS 18121 [, £04]

“In His mercy, He brought me to the Guru’s feet who gave me God’s Name which delivers one
from bondage; all entanglements have been forgotten from my mind. In Guru’s company, I have

10



7.

given up looking to others; I have buried my self-will, attachment to Maya, and desires of my mind
in a deep pit. No one is now my enemy nor am I an enemy of any one. Guru has given me the
understanding that the entire universe is God’s manifestation and He pervades it all. I have
befriended everyone and I am friend to all. My separation from God has been ended and God has
united me with Himself. My stubbornness is gone, life-giving Name abides in my heart, and I find
Guru’s Word sweet. O Nanak, ] have seen that God pervades the earth, the sky, and the

atmosphere, and abides in every person.” [1,671]

NEED TO RISE ABOVE SECTARIAN HYPOCRISY AND SEE UNITY IN
DIVERSITY

a. Devotion to Ritual and Form is Futile

Most people are lost in following the rituals and external observances of their respective faiths
and forget the basic message of love and honest living that is common to all faiths. Guru’s

teaching is:

g3 UfA UfA fdg HE 333 UE fAg &E |
Gfe B A9 Bft B gz 39t aif3 gg & ugh 11 Qi
H& d ARG WU Jiad |l
gg fen upfa€ I AH A= 1Al I8 |
g3 U Ufz 3fEs HE IUB JAed Al I
Aa ofg ufg Adft We 3 JIf3 feafa & uel IRl
T©JY Afg Afg I HE aif3 & dgs It |l
g8 Uz Uiz Uf33 ye gy <y ardt 13l
IH &M fag 7g faqgs vug fsafy Adla |
afg & s fag fafs I3 Ut afo Quer adta Ighal [q, €us]
"Hindus are lost in worshipping idols and Muslims in bowing (towards Mecca). Hindus burn their
dead and Muslims bury them (and argue as to who is right). Neither has understood Your ways. O
my mind, this world is in deep darkness. All around, the noose of Death is laid out. Learned poets
are lost in reciting their verses; Sadhus visit Kedar'® etc. and waste their lives; Yogis keep long
knots of hair and believe that is the right Way but none have understood You. Princes spend their
lives accumulating wealth, they bury gold treasures in the ground; Pundits pride themselves on
their ability to read the Vedas; and women spend their lives looking at their beauty in the mirrors.
Look inside yourself, you will see that without God’s Name, they are all lost. Kabir teaches that
without (remembering) God’s Name no one has ever attained liberation.” [1, 654]

And,

&g 83 HAIf3 9A3 d negd HSY fan ad' |
fog yaf3 s o=t g Hig 33 & JT 1Al
W&g IH A= 33 s
3 afg HggMf3 Arel Al 38 I
Tus off gdt & gA ufefH wi&a Ha |l
fam Hig Gff fe2 fofs grag et 383 Ha IRl

' A center of pilgrimage for Hindus.
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goHs famr afg s8R H Ha IHAS |l \Cég
fani/gg WA UH 9 €] Hifg faus 12l
o @R HAg St fantt HHIf3 fAg & I
fems Hig aug fs=m IAd fant od 8 AT I8l
83 w893 HIT AW € RS gU 34T i
Selg Ua1g" IH wizsd & AF JId W13 IHT U
I3 €9 Hog &9 &I2 Udg 2 &l A |
=S Y AU I 3t 39 It fag9 335 IEIRUN [q, aasx]
“If God lives in one mosque (The Kaaba), then who does the rest of the country belong to? The
Hindu thinks God lives in the idol. Neither has seen the Reality. O Allah, O Raam, O Master, have
mercy on me; may I live my life remembering Your Name (The Hindu says) God lives in the
South'”; (the Muslim says) God‘s home is in the West'®. Look for God in your own heart, only in
your heart; this is the place of God (who is present everywhere and in all His creation). The
Brahmins advise fasting on twenty-four days (eleventh days of the waxing and waning moon) and
the Qazi advises fasting in the month of Ramadan. They set aside eleven months and seek all the
fruit (of their worship) in a smgle month. If there is evil in your mind, what is the use of bathing in
Orissa, saying the Namaaz, going for Hujj, or bowing your head at the mosque? O God, You have
created so many men and women, they are all Your form. Kabir is the ignorant child of Raam and
Allah; they (all people) are all my Gurus and Pirs. Kabir says: Listen to me, you men and women,

seek the protection of the One (God). Worship only God, only then will you be able to get across
the ocean of life.” [1, 1349]

b. Specific Religious Practices are Unimportant

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches us to rise above distinctions created by labels of faith, and to
respect all religions as divinely revealed. It does not matter what name we use for God so long as
we understand that God pervades all creation and live upright truthful lives in humility,
contentment and love, treating all as equal. For example:

FIBS J098 3 Ho 9T |l f3g AR A 99 faega Al
83 A g W Il fIg 391 gt 39T 1 A Il JTQ |
ana@;n@zszﬂaanw | € AR w=gd s 11 I
U 98 & faTH IAeg | 91 f59ad B fa8 sHAIE Il |
&1 IH fIg & HABHS | Wi&d IH & i3 uds 11 8 |
g et feg St =4 1| 9 U9 fHfs dfe uAd UES' IUIRI [q, aacé]
“I do not fast nor do I observe Ramadan, I only serve One God who always protects me. My one
Master is Allah. I am done with both Hindu and Muslim. I do not go on Hujj to Kaaba nor do I go
on any pilgrimage. I serve only One and no other. I do not perform pooja™® or say the Namaaz; 1
bow only to the One Formless God. I am not a Hindu nor am I a Muslim. This body and soul are

given by Allah, by Raam. O Kabir, say, | have understood my Master through meeting the Guru,
the Pir. [1, 1136]

And,

Reference is to Jagannath Puri.

Reference is to Kaaba which is located towards the West for people in India where Kabir Ji lived..
Pilgrimage to Kaaba, a Muslim practice.

Hindu worship of idols.
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Fo"g UoH HiJ AR TaY || ofd & & Al f&IH 9y i
HaTS fandt Hig §3 fafans I AuAfar goufs W fafant i
FIs §ed Hig §ed 3 1| Ifd & & AU dnd FE |l
IS =& Hig wiH3 @t | If & A8 Bfs IHs auat |
TS g% 3 67 930 ' || 36a fig wie TR ofd & 1T [a, :€€]
“Remember God's Name and make your conduct pure. This is the supreme faith of all. Of all the
holy acts the best one is that, in the company of the Saadh (Guru), one gets rid of the dirt of wrong
thinking. Of all efforts the best one is to remember God's Name. Hear God's praises with your ears
and sing them out with your tongue; of all words, these are the life-giving ones. Of all persons the
best one is in whose mind God's Name resides.” [1, 266]

c. Hypocrisy is Impediment in Worship

The Guru teaches that one should correctly follow the essence of one’s faith which consists of
remembering God with whatever name and constantly cleaning one’s mind of the dirt of lust,
anger, greed, attachment, and pride. Mentioning the hypocritical attitudes of some religious
leaders, Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches us:

et I3 B W Jife | goHe 3R et wife |
AN e s AS g I S EGII I EU I Q|
A faft & gaifs uge || 99 UIrt €1 A i
I A & 95 9 1 I9 UIHE Ai=3 HI |
R gore 7 god Hed || nify 33 FIS S 39 2 |
ISAST Agt fofs 02 | WASHS AE HE 81 |
ufgnn g8 1 ygee || fAd fAfg Sdd s s 18 Iy il o |l [a, &€2]
"Qazi tells lies and takes bribes; The Brahmin bathes at holy places but hurts people (of lower
castes). The Yogi too is blind and does not know the correct lifestyle. All the three are in spiritual
wilderness. The (real) Yogi is one who knows the correct way of life and through the Guru's grace
understands the One (God). The Qazi is one who turns away from Maya and through Guru's grace,
while living in the world, become unattached to it. The (real) Brahmin is one who thinks of God.
He will swim across (the ocean of fear) along with all his family (followers). The wise person is
one who washes his mind (of sin). A Muslim is one who rids himself of the dirt (of attachment to
Maya). The learned one is he who understands true Way; he has the mark of acceptance in God’s
presence. [1, 662]

And,

B HS 3 He Q@ =9 1| 39 Qusfi s fAg 73 i

TS Ygy & HIe H'G Il f3H H& 3@ A& R&™ Il A |l
Sagféasgf‘aaa'@guéeamﬁeaweéuquaa@u

S 7 7 Sfenn Soaiatent st wafs ggH u3Aa |

AuS fae & o 39&UfSHE aHl 38 AT & HIS' IR |

B g9 7 e A9 38 || ¥afd 72 Fi3fa wid |

IS W3S Ui SHeg &9 | A I3 g3 Afg od 1 3 |

Jaft Sy digy 9 Il fJg I S €93 |
HASHE & 81 gofe | Ea & At Ifant mfe igiiziaall [a, aago]
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“A (real) Mullah is one who fights to control his mind; who, following the teachings of the Guru, \g
confronts death and overcomes (the fear of) death; I bow to such a Mullah. God is omnipresent; do
not think He is far away. You will reach God, the Beautiful One, if you control the troublemakers
(Lust, anger, greed, attachment, and pride). A (real) Qazi is one who studies his own body and
destroys the fire (of greed) with God’s Light, and does not let lust bother him even in his dreams;
such a Qazi has no (fear of) aging or dying. A (real) ruler is one who strings two bows: one of
controlling his mind to stay away from pursuit of worldly wealth and to be able to concentrate on
what is within him and, second of seeking God’s blessing to mobilize the army of good thoughts.
Such a ruler truly deserves a canopy over his head. The Yogi recites the words “Gorakh, Gorakh”
to remember God; the Hindu calls out “Raam, Raam”; The Muslim says there is but one Khuda;
Kabir’s God is the One who pervades all.” [1, 1160]

d. Ideal Person — One who has understood God

There are numerous references in Siri Guru Granth Sahib to the lifestyle of an ideal person.
Regardless of which faith that person belongs to, the following quote describes a true devotee:

Y vy Ao USh &t B8 HI nifgHis |
JJ 3G HE I HE' R HIf3 SI=G Izl
gr3fs f&fenn afo fafg 95 SBa AHTS |
g %3 HS 3 W Waf3 3fg 3 Afs 1asll
god Agl /M & &t 93t Hiz RS I
g 53 HS 3 W Haf3 3fg 3 Afs naul
g g Ig ©3 &fa &fg g H&E3 W13 i
g 353 His 3 W famiat 3t adifs 1agi
fafg faftmr AITE! 3t S8 39 9I@I |
3g 35 7S 9 HE' f30 &9 HE gd ol
fafg wifenn W3 31 A8 3 SfEB G I
g 553 A 9 W' f30 wie gaH fa=m Il
fafo &t o8R 3t K93 IH Usls |
g 353 =g U3 &7 feg Wa At Hig 1Al [q, qg=0]
“One who is unaffected by comfort and grief, who has no greed, attachment or pride, O Nanak,
say: My mind, listen to me; such a person is in the image of God.”
“One who does not care for praise or slander; who considers gold to be the same as iron; O Nanak,
say: My mind, listen to me; know such a person to be liberated.
“One who has no rejoicing or regrets and who regards enemies and friends as alike; O Nanak, say:
My mind, listen to me; know such a person to be liberated.
“One who does not frighten any one nor is frightened by any; O Nanak, say: My mind, listen to me;
speak of such a person as the wise one (who has understood God).
“One who has given up the poison (of Maya) and has adopted the garb of detachment; O Nanak,
say: My mind, listen to me; such a person is blessed with good fortune.
“One who has given up Maya and attachment, and has become detached from all; O Nanak, say:
My mind, listen to me; God abides in that person.
“The person who has given up self-will, understanding God; O Nanak, say: My mind; hold this to
be true, such a person is liberated.” [1, 1427]

14



8. SIKH HISTORY AND PRACTICES
a. Interfaith Harmony and Cooperation

Guided by Gurus’ teachings, Sikhs have been steadfastly committed to religious harmony and
interfaith cooperation. The Gurus respected the right of all to profess their faith and serve
mankind in their own ways. During many ups and downs in their history, the Sikhs have always
respected the scriptures and places of worship of others. Many Hindus, to this day, routinely
attend Sikh worship in preference to that of their own faith. Guru Nanak Sahib, founder of the
faith, was loved by Hindus as well as Muslims. He was referred to as the Pir of the Mussalmans
and Guru of the Hindus. While ordering the execution of the Fifth Guru, Siri Guru Arjan Sahib,
Jehangir - the Mughal emperor in Delhi - noted that “not only Hindus but many Muslims had
started to gather around him”. Siri Guru Tegh Bahadar Sahib, the Ninth Guru, sacrificed his life
for the right of the Hindus to wear the sacred thread and the saffron mark on their forehead even
though he did not believe in those rituals himself. Siri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib writes about it
as follows:

f3md g o yg Il Sie §3 % Hig Al
AUs 93 fedt fafs adt 1 Hig i ug Ht s 894l a3 |
UoH I3 Aa fafs sl #ig €nt Ua fRIg & Enll [, us]
"He protected their (right to wear) the sacred thread and the saffron mark. He did this great act in

Kalyug. He did this for the sake of the sadhus; he gave his life and did not express pain. He did this
for Dharam. He gave up his head but not his determination.” [2, 54]

There is the story of Bhai Ghanaiya Ji, a Sikh, providing water to the wounded enemy soldiers
after a battle?’. When some Sikhs complained about this, Ghanayia Ji had this to say to Guru
Gobind Singh Sahib:

Ad! It fe’d gu IHTI 5J ERT iy 3@ fsgra 33 |
78 g 3Ifg fggw Avall 73 W3 3 Afe & A&
A8 5% 343 U faurdil 3% fds 3 & fagdil a8 Il [8, auc]
"Everywhere I see Your form, I see no other. You pervade all equally, I cannot tell friend from foe.
In all places I see Your form, I do not see any difference among people.”]

During the period of Sikh rule in Punjab, the people of all religions felt free to practice their
faiths and to participate in administrative and political affairs of the state at all levels of
responsibility. There was no pressure on any one to embrace the Sikh religion.

Sikh Gurdwaras have always been open to everybody regardless of religion, race, color or caste.
Gurdwaras have free kitchens that are open to all and everyone is treated as equal. Harmandar
Sahib (Also called the Golden Temple) has doors on all four sides signifying acceptance of
visitors from all the four corners of the world. It is said that the foundation stone of Harmandar
Sahib was laid by the Hazrat Mianmir, a Muslim Pir. When the Gurdwara In El Sobrante,

2 Satbir Singh, U33& fef3oma AiEah! (Biographies of old Historical Personages), in Punjabi , New Book
Company, Jalandhar, India, 1989, page 158.
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California was to be built, the Sikh community asked representatives of four different faiths to
participate in laying the foundation stone®.

Recently, there has been recognition among members of various faith traditions of the need for
interfaith dialogue and cooperation end violence, injustice, and supporting basic human tights to
all. People from diverse religious beliefs get together not only for interfaith celebrations but also
in noting inter-religious strife around the world and raising their combined voices against
tyranny and injustice. The strong Sikh participation in these efforts reflects the principles of their
faith.

b. Commitment to Nonviolence and Peace

Sikhs have been committed to peaceful resolution of differences and to respecting all faiths.
They won admiration of all for their non-violent struggle in the 1920's to retrieve control of their
places of worship that had been denied them since the British take-over of Punjab in mid-
nineteenth century. C.F. Andrews, a Christian missionary was present at one of the scenes of
police brutality against non-violent Sikhs. He wrote?: "The brutality and inhumanity of the
whole scene was indescribably increased by the fact that the men who were hit were praying to
God and had already taken a vow that they would remain silent and peaceful in word and deed.
The Akali Sikhs who had taken this vow, both at the Golden Temple before starting and also at
the shrine of Guru-ka-Bagh, were, as I have already stated, largely from the army. ... It was a
strangely new experience to these men, to receive blows dealt against them with such of the
force as to fell them to the ground, and yet never to utter a word or strike a blow in return.... 1
saw no act, no look, of defiance. It was a true martyrdom for them as they went forward, a true
act of faith, a true deed of devotion to God. They remembered their Gurus how they had
suffered, and they rejoiced to add their own sufferings to the treasure of their wonderful faith.”
Andrews was so moved that he argued with the Governor of Punjab and told him that he had
seen "with his own eyes hundreds of Christs being crucified at Guru-ka-Bagh." This intercession
by a man of God, in behalf of people of a different faith, was instrumental in a change in British
policy.

Incidentally, it is worth noting that British Government's brutality was carried out in public. The
sight moved the conscience of God-fearing people in position to influence government policy.
Learning from that, when Indira Gandhi's government chose to put down the peaceful Sikh
agitation in 1982, the beatings were not public but at police stations and in underground torture
chambers of Punjab. No one knew what was going on and the Government covered up its
misdeeds by lying and false propaganda blaming the victims through trumped up allegations.
The same happened after the infamous attack on Darbar Sahib in 1984 when an entire generation
of young Sikhs simply “disappeared” or was eliminated in faked “encounters”. With correct
information hard to come by, few consciences were moved to intercede on behalf of the victims
of a planned genocide. When Indira Gandhi was assassinated, for three days it was open season
against the Sikhs in India. Over three thousand were killed in the capital city of Delhi alone by
violent mobs led and encouraged by the ruling political party and the police. In spite of grave

22 personal conversation with Dr. Jogeshwar Preet Singh, one of the founders of the Gurdwara.

2 Mohinder Singh, The Akali Struggle: A Retrospect, Atlantic Publishers, New Delhi, 1988, pages 57,225.
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40
provocations, it is noteworthy that, even at the height of the so-called “insurgency” in Punjab, \ '\
there were no cases of Sikh mobs engaging in violence against innocent people.

9. SUMMING UP

Sikh view of interfaith understanding and cooperation emphasizes that God is the fountainhead
of love and understanding; that He pervades all creation and all act His will; that all faiths are
God's creation; and that conflict is caused by ignorance and hypocrisy. The Sikh religion lays
down tolerance and love of humanity as fundamental principles. Rite and ceremony are only
incidental and open to adaptation. Contrary to the views expressed by some secularists™,
fundamentalist belief in Sikh religion cannot and does not lead to fight back, for, with or against
people of other faiths. A Sikh’s primary struggle is against the five thieves, namely, lust, anger,
greed, attachment and ego that wish to rob him of his Jove for God and of understanding the
purpose of his own existence.

Hurting anyone for personal gain is against the fundamental Sikh principles. Historically, the
Sikhs have consistently lived up to this commitment. Their many struggles have been peaceful
and they are proud of the long list of their martyrs. Being a soldier of faith is part of Sikh belief
but rarely, and only after all peaceful means have been exhausted, have the Sikhs taken to armed
resistance and then only in support of freedom and justice and against oppression and tyranny.

L

24 T N. Madan, Modern Myths, Locked Minds, Oxford University Press, 1997.
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ACROSS FAITH BOUNDARIES -
THE UNIVERSALITY OF SIRI GURU GRANTH SAHIB’S MESSAGE

By
Ranbir S. Sandhu'
INTRODUCTION

Siri Guru Granth Sahib’s message emphasizes belief in One God, Eternal, The Reality, Creator and Doer,
All-pervading, Without Fear, Without Rancor, Transcending time, Unincarnate, Self-existent, (understood)
through True Guru's grace. God is also just as well as forgiving, constant provider and supporter of life,
devoted friend, loving parent. All that exists and all that happens in the universe is through God’s Will.
Guru Nanak Sahib and the succeeding Gurus accepted different faiths are there by God and, therefore, are
to be respected. However, they pointed out the fruitlessness of rituals and so-called “holy acts” like fasting,
bathing at holy places, idol worship, austerities, etc., without love for God and His creation in one’s heart.
They condemned bigotry, exclusivity, and hypocrisy in leaders of different faiths who engaged in abuse and
corruption and at the same time pretended to be devoted practitioners of their faith. People of all faiths were
advised to honestly practice their faith, to lead upright moral lives guided by faith in God, love of all
creation, contentment, honest labor, and sharing the fruits of one’s labor.

Herein, we present examples of Siri Guru Granth Sahib’s teachings addressed to people of various faiths.
During the Gurus’ time, the three major religious groups were the Muslims, the Hindus, and the Jogis. In
Siri Guru Granth Sahib there are some references to Buddhists and Jains as well.

GOD HAS BEEN ADDRESSED BY DIFFERENT NAMES IN DIFFERENT PERIODS OF TIME

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches oneness of God even though humanity at different times in history has
addressed Him by different names.

AH 9 ASEg AniHt AY Hig »i@ mfe 3J 1 A8 3 AfY AHR I
faqr &3 Jfawr FIuUfg I IH I T2 Hig HI I Ffe Bfem uTEs Ao |
a5 3@ HY33 Wfg 1 37 Hig Af =5t Sg=fs g fgrg ey sfent |
ugarg didft B wifens fagas Hig 3a1 St i
S Hig 88 vEdes g’ &8 UeEl wiSa Sfent |
3% gA3 B U3 Ufgd 3Id USET YWHE &ind' i
[8007]*

“(In the four Yugas® God has been remembered by different names). (In Sat Yug) Sam (Ved) calls Him the

! Professor Emeritus, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio; formerly, Secretary General, World Sikh Council — America
Region; and formetly, President, Interfaith Association of Central Ohio.

2 Numbers in brackets refer to page numbers in Siri Guru Granth Sahib, printed version (1430 pages), published by Shromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Amritsar, India

3 Hindu tradition divides the time span of civilization into four Yugas, each one having its set of social and moral principles.



Setamber Master who is constant in Truth. Everyone then was absorbed in Truth. (In Duapar Yug) Rig (Ved)
says that God pervades all, the Name Raam is foremost among gods, and that through reciting his name all sins
are removed and one attains liberation. (During Treta Yug), in Yuj (Ved), He was Krishan, Kahn, Jadam who
forcibly tricked Chandraval; brought the Parjaat tree for his gopi; and showed miracles in Brindaban. In Kal
Yug, the Ved is Atharban, Turks and Pathans have become rulers and wear blue clothes, and the Name is
Khuda or Allah.”

[470]

Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells us that one’s soul does not belong to any particular religion. However, it shares
divine attributes and is beyond birth and death. It resides in bodies of people following different pursuits in
life. For example:

a feg vaE & feg 28 I & feg At FT=R AQ I
& feg Adft & =g 1| & fer Hfe & g Y lall
feny Yied Hio 35 g 1| 3 F Wi & 3G urEl lan 3T
& feg fargdt & Gl 1 & feg 9w & S FaTH I
3 fep U3 & 9338 93t I & feg goHs & feg udh Il
& fog 3 SO AY Il & feg Ak & WIS &Y |
fem HI3 @ A AQ 32 I A IR Al uf3 ©R 13l
319 yrfe N 3313 ufen || fies Hag 88 fHe=rfen I
g 3dlg feg IH ot Wig Il AF e Ud tHS & HE 18I
[oq]
“Who is it that resides in this body? No one has found the final answer to this. It is neither human nor god; it is
neither a Jati, nor a worshipper of Shiv; it is neither a Jogi nor an ascetic; it has neither mother nor is it a son. It
is neither a householder nor a recluse; it is neither a ruler nor a beggar; it does not have a body or even a drop of
blood; it is neither a Brahmin nor a Khatri. It is neither an ascetic nor a Sheikh,; it is not seen to be born and to
die — mourning its death (of the body) one only receives peoples’ disdain. Through the Guru’s grace I have
found the way. 1 have risen above birth and death. O Kabir, say, it is part of God; it is joined to God just as ink
is to paper.” [871]

ALL CREATION IS SUBJECT TO DIVINE WILL

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches that all that happens in the entire universe is according to God’s Will.
However, love of God is worthwhile, all other pursuits are false. God Himself, in His mercy, blesses people
with love for Him. ,

3g 312 3 ==fy Jref 3U IR A% afg 1T 30 F'ef 3 Jfo fags et &g ==l i

M 37 g2 3 Uy I3 W A ST I 39 UR I J=f I IH A §I3 IHEI I

7 30 32 331 =9refo fra 1 &fe el I 39 R g fefsfs Bfs aiest wig wikfa I

7 30 92 &fe Juef 30 53 3 I=J | 351 B I 9E3 Ifd HITS I =T | Al

[ags-as8y]

“If You so will, some dance and sing or bathe in (holy) water®. If You so will, some smear ashes over their
bodies and blow the horn®. If You so will, some read the Books and be called Mullahs or Sheikhs. If You so
will, some become rulers and enjoy tasty foods. If You so will, some ply the sword and have their heads cut off.
If You so will, some go to other countries and bring home stories they heard. If You so will, You get some

* Practices common among Hindus.
3 Practices common among Jogis.
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attached to Your Name and through Your Will, they love You. Nanak humbly makes this one submission that
all others (those who are not attached to God’s Name) are practicing falsehood.”

[144-145]
The Guru teaches that people of different faiths all sing God’s praise at His Will.
3y fanifels Se 939 A U3 I 31t ol & Afe 33 €fg uR |
gJH 34 ﬁ:wf‘aﬁ's fog fams | A9 fars w39 dfd A Hih g1 |
i fuared Ay HAfeR wO=R 1| 6f3 U3 fadarg wie wie HESR |
=g 99 fesm uan I3t 1l fag A3 wifefa wifu 133 133 a1l
[uat]

“The Vedas and the Books® stand together in praising You. It is not possible to count how many there are lying
at Your Door. Brahmas, and Inders on their thrones, worship You. Many incarnations of Shiv and Vishnu sing
Your praise; and so Pirs, Prophets, Sheikhs, and holy men too. O Formless (God) You pervade all completely
and are manifesting Yourself in all. Engaging in falsehood one destroys oneself and through dutiful living

one’s life is fulfilled. However, (nothing is in our hands and) we all do whatever You Yourself get us to do. 2.
[518]

ALL CREATION IS GOD’S —- GOD PERVADES ALL AND TAKES CARE OF ALL

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches that all creatures, all faiths, are created by God. For example:

HOS gt HEfSw widm 1| wie wfe HBf&En W3H Ydrd 19l
I IH HOEN wia3 e 1| Ao S48 3u Jfane AHfE 1 I8 i
g’ HOB ofg ge I s HES AR 339 I
fag HEf®E Ad1 s | SEta 3 Bt H8 AHIS 1IzlQll

[aada]

“(God) has made the earth beautiful and the sky too. In every creature, (God’s) Divine Light shines. God
beautifully manifested Himself in myriad ways. Wherever I look, I find God totally pervading all. Then, the
four Vedas blossomed through (God’s) Divine Light; Smritis blossomed as well as the Books; Shankar, the
master of Yoga and meditation blossomed. Kabir’s Master pervades all.” [1193]

\a4

The Guru teaches that none are good or bad but all act according to God’s Will. The Formless God pervades

all His creation and this wisdom is imparted by the Guru.

maf&s MBI g QUufen gEaf3 A AZ ¥C IBX §J 3 A Adl Gufn 8 3B A FRIAl
g1 §IH & g&%d IEl IUf&d USd UHd Hig wfsa ufg Ifo€ Ha et 1l gag |
H'Eﬂ 23 waa g3 afg Al AaT3 e a8 Uo Hidt @ 313 & dg U9 3973 IRl
mHmm'ééﬂaBﬂa'mlﬂgagééi||gsr»_{ua1??aé§m?‘>‘a€'admﬂé1||an
WEI WY & el St 3f I8 dis Hie 1sfa sEie At fa IH! AIY fsdng Sist igiall

[a28¢-93u0]

"First, God created light. All are bound by God's will and from one light the entire universe was created. How
can we call some good and some bad? Don't be lost in doubt. God abides in His creation and the creation in
Him. It is the same clay from which the Creator has created different forms. There is no shortcoming in the
vessel made of clay nor is there any in the Potter. There is One Eternal God who abides in all and is the One
doing everything that happens. Allah is beyond description and His qualities cannot be described. However, the

Guru has given me the sweet (knowledge of God). Kabir says: My doubts have been removed and I have seen

% The “Books” are the religious texts of Judaism, Christianity, Islam and other faiths.
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the Formless One everywhere (in all creation)."
[1349-1350]

People practice different faiths and many are even engaged in criminal or useless pursuits.

WASHIS a3 Femfs ufs ufs safo derg 1| $R A fa uefo fefo & @us 3G dieg |
fig Aot Aeafs T9As gl wug |l Siafs aefd wigd YA wiErd T 5T |
A3t fifs fowrels 73 wiod aH J93'9 | B HIf3 &Y fadies Sfent & wiarg I
I His f3y Gua 92 Q Aofg Il T ® Faifd RIA IS A8 o3 WA |
o I 3 g wgE 29 | fefa Jv wie gefs mag fso &t el 23 |
Ats =is Hhoit U S wWiard wiard | §fe fi widfo B 33 Aifo {35 8 3 79
F53 39131 Y IS Y &H WiTg | A nidfe 3dfa feg Il qz=f3nr u &' 19l
[8€u-BEE]
"Muslims like the praise of Shariat. They read it and study it. They think those who follow the Shariat will see
God. Hindus praise the beautiful Boundless God through Shastras; bathe at places of pilgrimage, make
offerings to idols using Sandal, fragrance and other objects. Jogis remember God by getting into trances and
saying Alakh, Alakh as God's Name. They believe in One who is in finitesimal in form and beyond the reach of
Maya’ and the entire creation is His own form. Those who practice charity feel joy in thinking of giving - even
though in giving they pray to God for returning it a thousand-fold - and the world praises them. Countless
thieves, adulterers, liars, bad men are there too who waste all they have accumulated and leave this world
empty-handed. You have given them this to do. In water, over Jand, in all cities and states is Your manifestation.
Whatever they say is known to You, You take care of them too. Nanak, the hunger of the devotees is to praise
the true Name which is their support. Day and night (always) they enjoy the bliss (in humility) of considering

themselves as low as the dust of the feet of God’s devotes."
[465-466]

ALL FAITHS ARE DIVINE CREATIONS BUT FEW UNDERSTAND THE REALITY

People invoke God by different names and engage in various acts of worship. However, only those who
accept that all is under God’s Will understand God. For example, addressing Hindus and Muslims, the Guru
teaches:

3¢t 92 91 IH Jet yefe | It AR gHEh g wisfg Al
IS FIS IIH Il faau wfg I 1l ITQ |
3t &2 dicfa 3t on Afe | At I3y S A fa=fe i1l
It U Se 3 39 I A 62 s A BT 2l
St 59 393 ael ad fg I St o fgng 3t waldie usi
g 553 ffs gad Usd I yg miog & f3fs 38 A3 ididi
[cru]

“Some people call you Raam, others call You Khudaa. Some serve Gosain, some Allah. O Merciful Creator
and Doer, have mercy upon me. Some bathe at holy places and others go for /ujj. Some do pooja, others bow
their heads. Some read the Vedas, others the Books. Some wear blue, others white. Some call themselves
Muslims, others Hindus. Some seek bahisht,® some suarg9. O Nanak, say; whosoever has understood Hukam

(Divine order), has learnt the secret of God, the Master.”
[885]

7 Maya is the world of physical experience.
8 Persian for heaven.
® Sanskrit for heaven



The Guru teaches that none of the faiths in false. People are lost in the form and ritual and forget the
substance of their faith which is belief in God and upright living.

e J39 0g H3 ¥3 85 A & fad |
[qgu0]

“Don't say the Vedas and the Books are false. False is one who does not study (them).
[1350]

DEVOTION TO RITUALS AND FORM IS FUTILE

Most people are lost in following the rituals and external observances of their respective faiths and forget
the basic message of love and honest living that is common to all faiths. The Guru teaches:

g3 Ui ufi fdg 48 39a We frg oel 16 & A3 Gfe & ar3 391 7Ifs gg & weh 1 Al
H& 3 AATg wWia JI99 1| 9g fer Urfal J AH A=9 Il o |
3fg3 U3 ufz IfE YR Jum e AEl Ine wfd Trfg Adft ue 33t aif3 feafa & weh I
©Jg fifo #fe I 4R I3 B 39s gt I18e ul ufz Uf33 ue gu <y ardt 12
IH &M fag 18 feg3 Sug faafd AT 1ofs A o fag fafs AIfs ueh afo Quer eI Isiall
[Eus]
"Hindus are lost in worshipping idols and Muslims in bowing (towards Mecca). Hindus burn their dead and
Muslims bury them (and argue as to who is right). Neither has understood Your ways. O my mind, this world is
in deep darkness. All around, the noose of Death is laid out. Learned poets are lost in reciting their verses;
Sadhus visit Kedar etc. and waste their lives; Jogis keep long knots of hair and believe that is the right Way but
none have understood You. Princes spend their lives accumulating wealth, they bury gold treasures in the
ground; Pundits pride themselves on their ability to read the Vedas; and women spend their lives looking at
their beauty in the mirrors. Look inside yourself, you will see that without God’s Name, they are all lost. Kabir
teaches that without (remembering) God’s Name no one has ever attained liberation.”
[654]
And,
WSy B W3 GA3 3 wieg HoY fap g Ifde Hafs o o= go Hig 33 & I 19l
WHT IH Hie@ 33 I8 I 3 Afg fHaIH3 AE Al I8 I
Tds ofF gt & T Ufgti Wi HaW Ifess Hig 9fi fes fefss drg 8dt 583 Ham IRl
HOHS fan S9fg 99 St HT IHAS Ifdgg WA UTH 3 38 81 Hifg faae ial
T G HAS Sodt fant WIS g &1 Ifes Hig SUe faem AT fanit TR Y AT I8
€3 »OT3 HIT AW 8 A8 U 3H'J ISEg Yard' IH WSd & AS 9 UIg gH'd i
JI38 I AGY &9 &9= UFY 24 ot AIS I1des &Y AUd I Yt 38 ot f5g9 335 €Il
[az8t]
“If God lives in one mosque (The Kaaba), then who does the rest of the country belong to? The Hindu thinks
God lives in the idol. Neither has seen the Reality. O Allah, O Raam, O Master, have mercy on me; may I live
my life remembering Your Name. (The Hindu says) God lives in the South'®; (the Muslim says) God‘s home is
in the West'!. Look for God in your own heart, only in your heart; this is the place of God (who is present
everywhere and in all His creation). The Brahmins advise fasting on twenty-four days (eleventh days of the
waxing and waning moon) and the Qazi advises fasting in the month of Ramadan. They set aside eleven
months and seek all the fruit (of their worship) in a single month. If there is evil in your mind, what is the use of
bathing in Orissa, saying the Namaaz, going for Hajj, or bowing your head at the mosque? O God, You have
created so many men and women, they are all Your form. Kabir is the ignorant child of Raam and Allah; they

19 Reference is to Jagannath Puri.
' Reference is to Kaaba.
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(all people) are all my Gurus and Pirs. Kabir says: Listen to me, you men and women, seek the protection of the
One (God). Worship only God, only then will you be able to get across the ocean of life.”
[1349]

HYPOCRISY AMONG RELIGIOUS LEADERS

Whereas Siri Guru Granth Sahib accepts all faiths as created by God and, therefore, worthy of respect and
careful study so that we can lead honest lives, hypocrisy among religious leaders is wrong. This is because
such leaders misguide their congregations and create doubts in their minds regarding the faith itself. For
example:

R Uy afg A3 T 1 9 St wig 22 wf ifersdt yal ufed I 1 3R wiel IR AQ I
A3 98 & W8 afe I v »id ym Jfe It Ife A 83 fanife 1 @9 3rEt 9 yerte |
=R B Aga I8 | 7 3 uB I Ul FeR 1394 12 afs fae Ao 1| B yaefo o' Wifd |
90 2 2 g dfe 1 wirr e 2ug dfe I A fargdt A fags | widl ue 3o U3 |
Ha1 & ufen Faif3 el |l fa3 aafs fAfg el uel I56= afs & Bg Uge I Wil wigg il 71 1Al
H3 Al
fog 3 wig fog w2 1 B3 73 Ufs aifs udigg ufe I3 gfanrell &3 O3 afe & Ul |
HASHS 33 <f3nidh I fes 39 Uid & afe 3 Ul I9g emfe 68 I Afel 59t w9y fenfs & ufe |
Jait 2 wig 7af3 Tl i £33 F9fe afs He ue 1N ufe fed Amfs 1 fAg fa8 fAgAsag |
A3 ol 33 T2QI S el fem 3 AQIE S B Afe A 1 39 I3 g HREHE |
He& & ©fg B4 Ife I g9t ¥5g 33 & dfe IFS AU TS JfE | I3 widl Us 3 dfe IRl
[Cua-<ug]
"Those who call themselves pious and, sinning sectetly, pretend they are pious; those who call themselves
religious teachers and for love of money go to the homes of their disciples to teach; woman who loves her
husband only for the money he brings and (does not care) if he himself comes or goes. None of them (Brahmins)
believes in the Vedas or the Shastras; they all are worshipping their own selfish ends. The Qazi sits to do
justice, tells the beads of his rosary, and says God's name. But he takes bribes to go against peoples' rights and
if anyone objects, quotes from the scripture. Look at these Hindu leaders who listen to the orders of the Muslim
(rulers); tell against their own people, get them robbed, and still claim to be pure. And there are J ogis who have
matted hair and smear ashes over their bodies but they are householders and children are crying around them.
They are neither householders nor Jogis. What did they gain by applying ashes upon their heads? O Nanak, this
is the sign of Kal Yug; they consider themselves superior and boast about it. A Hindu (Brahmin) comes to the
house of a Hindu (non-Brahmin) and puts a sacred thread around his neck after reciting a few verses. Wearing
the sacred thread, if this Hindu does bad deeds, his bathing and washing are not accepted (by God). The
Muslim who praises his faith but does not follow the instructions of his mentor (Guru or Pir) cannot (expect to)
be accepted by God. Everyone asks the Way but only a rare one follows the Path. Without good deeds one
cannot attain heaven. A person might go to a Jogi to ask him the Way (of life). He will even have his ears
pierced and wear ear-rings and roam the entire world. But (he does not realize that) the Creator is Omnipresent.
All creatures are travelers and cannot stay after the call is received. He who has seen God in this life will see
Him in the other world as well."
[951-952]}
And,

IF AR 3 3 Ghor f309 Ufefs 391 1 a8t fAg AUHEhr B2 ofh fegat i
Efe afg & &3 & wirdinifg g&afR & 341 14l
WA B3 3 7 a8 gl 1 I A Uz diexr=fa 1an 318 |
THS Hif gaefs Qufs st dfe AeEfa I gAT Ofe Jofo gfe g8 A9 HIZH ur=lg IRl
Gfe Ut Ao f2afd WUt HYg »UIH SU=o | AT Fe fedfo wifgHal Aas ada ser=io 1=
13 2 Sfenn 33 ot &ar 37 IIH IHR | g Sl fAr Af3IE 3 Uadfu AstH & ™2 I8
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[89€]

"Those who wear three-and-a-half yard long loincloths and triple sacred threads, have rosaries around their
necks and polished vessels in their hands, should not be called saints of God. (In reality) they are thugs of
Banaras. I do not like such saints. They will eat the trunk along with the branch (for personal benefit they will
not hesitate to kill those they profit from). They scrub the utensils before putting them on the fire; they wash the
wood they burn; they dig the earth to make two places for fire; but (their actions are such that) they will eat
whole humans. They are sinners who always go around committing crimes but claim they never go near Maya.
They are always strutting around in their pride. They ruin themselves and their entire families (followers).
However, every one does what God has engaged him in. O Kabir, one who has met the True Guru is not born
again (is liberated)."

[476]

SIRI GURU GRANTH SAHIB’S ADVICE TO PEOPLE OF VARIOUS FAITHS

The Guru teaches that one should correctly follow the essence of one’s faith which consists of remembering
God with whatever name and constantly cleaning one’s mind of the dirt of lust, anger, greed, attachment,
and pride. For example:

et 33 s v ufe | FoHe &2 Hie wie Iddh Faifs & 7S wig I 315 A & "gNR
A Aeft 7 9aifs ug Il 3i9 uIrt 84 A |l
It 7 7 05 &I 1 II9 UIAE! Hie3 Ha |
B gOHS A god €199 1| »ifu 33 IS & 39 1 3 |l
osHdE Al fofs G2 | WASHS REl HE 6 |
ufant 8 7y Il fAH fAfg €3dig 1 e 8 1 U Il O i
[£€2]
"Qazi tells lies and takes bribes; The Brahmin bathes at holy places but hurts people (of lower castes). The Jogi
too is blind and does not know the correct lifestyle. All the three are in spiritual wilderness. The (real) Jogi is
one who knows the correct way of life and through the Guru's grace understands the One (God). The Qazi is
one who turns away from Maya and through Guru's grace, while living in the world, become unattached to it.
The (real) Brahmin is one who thinks of God. He will swim across (the ocean of fear) along with all his family
(followers). The wise person is one who washes his mind (of sin). A Muslim is one who rids himself of the dirt
(of attachment to Maya). The learned one is he who understands true Way; he has the mark of acceptance in
God’s presence.
[662]

And,
A Het A Ha @ &3 1| 319 QUi = A 739 1
A% Yy o Hae WS || 39 e =@ Fe AEH 1 A
3 gafs a3 ¢fg g3=g | ¥ed ¥y fed u=g 1 a I FQ |
il 7 7 afenr Herdisfen 3 wiafs god ugAd |
AUS fie & o F3&ISE aH 3@ AT & HIS IR |
A 7a9% o e Ad 38 | Fafg 73 e wid |
IS V3% Hig SR 93 | A HIss e3 fAfg ad 13 1
Haft diay digy 3 1 fg IH H 883 I
HABHE 3 82 yofe I SEid & vl Jfanr AHfe 1sigiqal
[aaug-aago]
“A (real) Mullah is one who fights to control his mind; who, following the teachings of the Guru, confronts
death and overcomes (the fear of) death; I bow to such a Mullah. God is omnipresent; do not think He is far
away. You will reach God, the Beautiful One, if you control the troublemakers (Lust, anger, greed, attachment,
and pride). A (real) Qazi is one who studies his own body and destroys the fire (of greed) with God’s Light, and
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\a%
does not let lust bother him even in his dreams; such a Qazi has no (fear of) aging or dying. A (real) ruler is one /
who strings two bows: one of controlling his mind to stay away from pursuit of worldly wealth and to be able to -
concentrate on what is within him and, second of seeking God’s blessing to mobilize the army of good thoughts.

Such a ruler truly deserves a canopy over his head. The Jogi recites the words “Gorakh, Gorakh” to remember
God; the Hindu calls out “Raam, Raam”; The Muslim says there is but one Khuda; Kabir’s God is the One who

pervades all.”
[1159-1160]

Advice to Muslims

Guru Nanak Sahib advises that a Muslim should be a good Muslim in his personal lifestyle as well in his
behavior towards others. For example:

B3 He Q|
figg HHIFS fAE’ HAS' I8 J%'% IIE | HoH Aaf3 i I Jg HABHE |
S92 s HY ig ImH oM fae 1| A 7 37 e o15d 98 SH I A
H3 Al
g ugfent a1 9F Enid G arfe Igg Uig M 31 §3 A Haw'd & dife
I fAf3 & wEM B2 HY IHfE | Hige Ufg gaH Hfo dft 057 & Afe I
53 St g I]B UB ufe 1R |l
HS Al
Ufn famrm @43 U U 0R &9 1| ufges Fe oms efe 3 a9 yerte |
IG= Sif3 IR Ha UA fHef3 Aafe I 53t asH mifd * 31 HABHIE AT I
553 73 Ifgnig IR FF ufe 1 2
[a80-a89]
“Make kindness your mosque and faith your prayer-mat and rightful livelihood your Quran. Make avoidance of
evil your circumcision, good attitude your fasting, and so become a Muslim. Make upright living your Kaaba,
truthful life your guide, and your deeds your Kalma and Namaaz. Make whatever God likes your rosary; God
will protect your honor. O Nanak, taking what is rightfully someone else’s is like pork to one (the Muslim) and
beef to the other (the Hindu); the Guru and the Pir will support you only if you do not take what belongs to
another. Mere talk will not lead to heaven; one attains liberation only through practicing truth. Adding spice (of
debate) to haraam (forbidden) will not make it into halaal (approved). O Nanak, false discussion only leads to
falsehood. There are five types of Namaaz for the five times of the day and they have five different names. The
first one should be truth; the second, rightful living; and the third, wishing God’s blessings for all. The fourth
should be clean mind and intentions; and the fifth, praise of God. Good character should be your Kalma; then
only will you be a Muslim. O Nanak, all those whose life is not such practice falsehood, are false, and invite
dishonor (at God’s dargah).”
[140-141]
And,
ABI HE A I
HAGH'S JTTS HAGS A1 JfE 3 HASHS ddR Inf=fE wilfs dis dfd Her HATS W& Hi HAR I
Sfe WRTSY di5 HO@ HIS HIES & S9H gA2 19 &t Infe WS frg Qufd FTF & wiy 12 i
30 &aa HIY Al HTSHI3 3fe 3 HASHS Jo= Il A |l
[as2]
“It is hard to be called a Muslim; only if one is a Muslim can he described as one. First of all, one should hold
one’s faith dear and then, just as one removes rust or dirt from something, give away one’s rightful earnings.
Becoming a Muslim guided by faith, one should overcome the doubt about life and death. One should accept
God’s Will, accept that everything happens according to God’s Will, and get rid of self-will. Only then, O
Nanak, one will love all creatures and be called a Muslim.”
[142]
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And,

IH HAEls YoiEl §2 3H IWH His 2 IS niefs P 3 Afog A9 &gt gaHR Il
it Gfni gfs st iR 1al ITQ I
7 U3 fxaw oS JoH (SRS & It iRt e we d disfa A afd 78 SE IR
taam Fel 1 foni feo'd smH wiaml 78 Iueg Wit WA faerd 39 3Q dis us'd i3l
unaug!fesaaﬂafammmwfaHétafaaﬂdi||m1gﬂwfémeaagﬂlﬁsaﬁﬁefgﬂsﬂﬁm 181
He 83 34 Uf3 3% I HiJ HoH Vs I3 JEiar fers &fs afd enx fAg Ha Ha Il
[sxo]

“Q Qazi, what you say is not proper. We are humble creatures of God and you like being the ruler. However,
God is the supreme ruler of faith and He does not condone oppression. Fasting (during Ramadan), Namaaz, and
Kalma alone do not lead to heaven. Kaaba is within oneself if only one knows that. One understands the faith
only if dispensing justice is the real Namaaz; understanding God with one’s mind is the Kalma; and controlling
the five (lust, anger, greed, attachment, and self-will) is spreading the prayer-mat. Recognize your Master; have
kindness in your heart and get rid of pride as useless. If one knows oneself and understands others, then only
one can have a place in heaven. There is the same clay from which God has created different people. Recognize
God in everyone. Kabir asks why have you given up heaven and your mind is set upon hell.”

[480]

And,

I U3 HER WEg B3 i Furd iy 3 wies adt 98 F3 3G Su WG KAl
it T 81 34 Mg 39 7S feofs & 99 I¥Efs & S9fa s A 963 31 3 AW wid 1l IO |
g 938 993 wEd 513 UIy adt S U 918 &t g §g9 AQ fem Hig wefd 3 gt =
WSy dg AIS we IS fogl Sy feerd Ife 39 B Hio 83 =3I JHig uadl IIoIRel
[sxal
“The Qazi observes fasts and (ostensibly) propitiates Allah (by sacrificing an animal at the end of Ramadan)
but (in fact) he is killing the animal for enjoying the taste of food. Keeping his own benefit in mind, he is
unmindful of others. All his effort is useless. O Qazi, there is only One Master of all, yours too. He is within
you as well. You do not think about it. Crazy about Deen (ritual), you do not understand this and that is why
your life is wasted. The Books also say that Allah is Eternal and that no man or woman has permanent existence.
O crazy man, if you do not understand this in your mind, all reading and study is useless. Allah, unseen dwells
in all beings. Think over it carefully. Kabir says aloud that He is the same in the Hindu as well as in the
Muslim.”
[483]

Advice To Hindus

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches a Hindu to study the Vedas and get rid of hypocrisy, greed and pride.

IHITB! HITH Ul
WY 3 U3 A Aig3 Il 99 I Bt YIs I3 IGURH &I S B fgmr@ | wius fgnit nifd & IHR 1
Ufsz 9e "iofa Ufss I He & Ju fa=ifg Ufs3 il 98 i
i PG A g I M5 SIS SO fer faRd 1fSsa g9R UiEl ufe | B U Wid IHTe I
H2 FGH wig wiFe T3 | IS fafg UR 53 UEh e 23 ¥ fags 1 feo fafa S 5 3fe8 WIS 13l
§ Uf33 919 Feag ife | 3 g1 o 61 g3t Wit 1939 8¢ yIs Jfd & I Fad f3A St AISt ufe I8IE 101
[cro-trk]
"With your tongue you recite (the scriptures) with paraphrasing but you do not have God in you nor do you live
a clean life. You preach to others and ask them to understand carefully but you yourself do not follow what you
say to others. O Pundit, study the Vedas and get rid of the anger in you. You place the idol before you but your
mind wanders in all ten directions. You apply the saffron mark (on you forehead) and fall at the idol's feet but
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you do all this to please the world. Performing the six good acts, sitting on a cushion and wearing a dhoti
(while engaged in prayer); going to a rich man's home and reading the book (for him); counting the beads on his
rosary and then asking (the rich man) for money; my friend, no one has reached his destination in this manner.
He is the (true) Pundit who follows the Guru's word. The Maya of three gunas cannot influence that man. All
the four Vedas are in God's Name. O Nanak, (only a fortunate one) comes to the service of such a one."
[887-888]

Advice to Jogis

Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells a Jogi that he cannot find the way to union with God through merely talking
about it or ritualistically wearing certain garb and engaging in certain practices. The only way to reach God

is to live one’s life in humility, equal consideration for all beings, and with mind focused on the Formless
God.

a3 5 99 391 & 33 A9 & IAH 9FEM I Ad 3 e Bfs WEfed Ag & St e
v Hifg fsdnfa gobil Aa1 73 fe= uehd na
IS A9 & I I 8 fepfe Sfg AHRfS W Asht It AEl Il IG |
a1 5 wafg Wt WA 79 5 I SEM | B9 & o feRisfe sfed Aal & ot FEM I
wis Hig fsdafs Idhm Jd1 7313 fe= uel 1
A9 32 31 AOA 32 U3 =df Joehd |l f599 ¥ FoA Ufs & W3 It uge uehl |
i Wi fsdnfs Iatmt Aal gaifs feg ueba 13y
58 HI=f3nn Hi3 Iahdl W Ha1 SHER I 27 Ti5g frst @A 3Q fsge8 ug wEt |
wiAs Hig f&dafs I A1 Fafs 3Q uehil ignaic
[920]
“Union with God is not through wearing the “khintha”, carrying a stick, smearing ashes over the body, wearing
ear-rings, shaving one’s head, or playing the horn. The way to union with God is to think of Formless God even
while living a normal life. We cannot meet God through talk alone. Jogi is one who perceives all to be equal.
Union with God is not through going to crematoria and cemeteries, through sitting in a trance, wandering in
various lands, or through bathing at places of pilgrimage. If we meet the True Guru, fear (of death) is removed,
the wandering mind can be controlled, love would spring in our hearts, mind would be restful in a state of
equipoise, and we would approach God in our own heart. O Nanak, we should work towards a union (with God)
in which while living we abstain from sin (thoughts, words, or acts that take one away from God); when there is
a horn sounding in our mind without an instrument then we attain the state of fearlessness.”
[730]

GURU’S UNIVERSAL MESSAGE

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches us to rise above distinctions created by labels of faith, and to respect all
religions as divinely revealed. It does not matter what name we use for God so long as we understand that
God pervades all creation and live upright truthful lives in humility, contentment and love, treating all as
equal, and controlling the five “thieves” (lust, anger, greed, attachment, and self-will). For example:

IS SIS SN | AIE UfSUss IIM 1| Wid wisd wuig || Jfe yerfe @3 9aHd Al
San g91€3 A | URa If2 Sfont A e 1al I i
AdiaE ma1 fies W 1 3Q $rs fge Hifo wId I fodtian diuss dfee I| YI& ATE3 Ha IRl
fHoges HO® 3t 8 I Uis QarEg AY I fewr o Hisd Jd 0 Il 96 J3€ 3 U'g Izl
ofes &IT9 e I IH3 IH W WS W9 | S'HSS g3 HE 3ft | Bi& fag &t & mie sl
o efens afg IIA&TTT 1| SII3 Sedft g fAIRsTd | Iy F&L AfF 88 FIH 1| B3 wtsg UTIHIH IUI1S81I8U
[eéo]
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“(O God,) The Cause of all creation, Merciful, Provider of all, 4/lah, Unseen, Boundless, Yourself the Master
of all, You are great beyond description. (O God,) The Master of creation, the Creator of all people,
Omnipresent, I salute You. Master of the universe, Life of creation, Master of Maya, the Destroyer of fear,
Worthy of remembrance in our hearts, Master of all senses, Preserver of the earth, Master of the world, Grantor
of deliverance, the All-pervading. Merciful God, You are the only one to deliver pirs, prophets and sheikhs.
The Master of all hearts is just. He is beyond the Quran and the Books. The Abode of Mercy (God) is Himself
Narayan and Narsingh. He pervades and supports all. He is Baasdev and his home is everywhere. His
wonderful creativity cannot be described. O Doet, have mercy (on me), show me kindness. O Creator, give me
the gift of devotion and submission to You. Say, O Nanak, when the Guru rids one of his doubts, A//ah and
Parbrahm are seen as one.”
[896-897]
And,
93 & I8 & HJ IHTS |l f38 A A 98 faTra il
23 JAE wissg R | fde 391 B 38T I A I ITQ I
JATI TG ST UA I S A I B g I
y J99 & faem Tl 1l € f5dad B foe aHRSIE 1 2 I
& OH 08 & HASBHS | wid IH A U3 U 1l 8 |
g adia feg snt =u@ I g9 Uid fHis dfe U ugis idizl
[aqag]

“I do not fast nor do I observe Ramadan, 1 only serve One God who always protects me. My one Master is
Allah. I am done with both Hindu and Muslim. I do not go on Hujj to Kaaba nor do I go on any pilgrimage. I
serve only One and no other. I do not perform pooja"? or say the Namaaz; I bow only to the One Formless God.
1 am not a Hindu nor am I a Muslim. This body and soul are given by Allah, by Raam. O Kabir, say, I have
understood my Master through meeting the Guru, the Pir.”

[1136]
Also,
HIY UgH Hfg AAC UaH 1l Ifd & &H Al fSIHS I |
A1 fan Hfg §3H fafann 1 AAfar EaHf3 HE fafant I
A QeH Hig vy 35 I Ifg = & Aud Hind AT I
IS T@t Hig witH3 9@t 1| ofd  AF Afs IHS 'S
IS 5% 3 67 €34 w5 1| 34 fig wfe =R afg & Itz
[R&€]

“Remember God's Name and make your conduct pure. This is the supreme faith of all. Of all the holy acts the
best one is that, in the company of the Saadh (Guru), one gets rid of the dirt of wrong thinking. Of all efforts the
best one is to remember God's Name. Hear God's praises with your ears and sing them out with your tongue; of
all words, these are the life-giving ones. Of all persons the best one is in whose mind God's Name resides.”
[266]

Emphasizing universal love based upon love of God and learning from the Guru, Siri Guru Granth Sahib
teaches:

35 3 gooll niudl Tl 1 Y3 3 nefama Saft st 1 A fag I3 B His A His' | 31 feg wigdd dag S il
e Afg 78t 3 Aot gt wmife 1 gfs arel fzAs faedt HHE afg U3 BI8 AHEfE 1Al 98 1

s foaw IE afs IS I A9 UATE afd R 99& I SiF faHR ' HE 3II'B I| IS UTHIH B & 718 IR
A8 oM f3A 3 TR I YS HS 3 HIS faa Il & 3 €8 ad1 99 I Ifs His o3 &4 el 13l

7 38 JIfg ofs IR By 1| 3 IQ IS B A T Il wild wifd FEE YfB3US 1 31&a 9138 Ifa U IIMIAEN

'2 Hindu worship of idols.

11



“Self-will left this body, God’s Will became dear to me, and my mind found whatever God does to be sweet;
only then I saw this miracle with my own eyes. Now I have understood (God) and my woes have disappeared.
My thirst (greed) has been quenched, my attachment (to Maya) is gone, and the Perfect Guru has taught me. In
His mercy, the Guru took me into his protection and united me with God. If one’s mind is perfectly stable, one
understands God and Guru to be the same. I am a servant to whomsoever God has created; my God abides in all.
I have neither enemy nor opponent; I get along with all in close embrace as brothers (children of the same
father, God). O Nanak, God Himself is the provider of all and whoever God and the Guru give comfort will
never hurt again and will be immersed in love for God.”
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