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MISSION

* MISSION STATEMENT
 MEANING OF DHARMA
- CONTRASTING DHARMA & RELIGION

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Dharma Academy of North America (DANAM) is to identify methodologies for
intersubjective understanding of, reflection on, and critical-constructive interpretations of Hindu,
Jain, Buddhist, and Sikh traditions— what DANAM has termed the Dharma Traditions— in
reference to the contemporary global era. We seek to foster scholarship that simultaneously works
with the common ground and interconnected histories of these traditions, and uncover the rich
diversity of Dharma philosophy and theology, within the context of common or similar categories of
theology, philosophy, observance, and practice. DANAM aims to cultivate methods for the study of
these traditions using hermeneutics indigenous to these traditions within the framework of
internationally accepted standards of scholarship. We further seek to examine the complexities
caused by the juxtaposition of religious and national identities within given cultural contexts by using
the category of Dharma, in contrast to that of 'Religion,' as the lens through which to view the
Dharmic systems of thought and tradition. DANAM seeks to cultivate discourse on new approaches to
pedagogy, epistemology, spiritual practices, theology, arts, ethics, and hermeneutics of the Dharma
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Traditions. It is hoped that DANAM can explore the possibility that the academic study of these L\j
traditions can begin to view the conventions of descriptive methodologies not as limitations but as
starting points in order to engage the conceptual depth and intellectual applicability of these
traditions in an inclusive forum. Since 2002, DANAM has supported cultivation of a new field of
inquiry that we call Dharma Studies. This endeavor is rooted in the hope that the dialogue, debate,
and mutual illumination between these related but unique traditions that have marked their
interrelated histories can be honored and continued under these auspices.

MEANING OF DHARMA

The term 'Religion' is derived from the Greek word 'religio,' meaning 'to bind back,' that became
interpreted as being bound back to sets of doctrines (or laws) and their respective founders, as
opposed to God (Theos) alone or the individual's inner self. Thus, each religion requires that
adherence to its doctrines and its founder is the only path to attain salvation, as mentioned earlier.
The term 'Dharma,’ like many other Sanskrit words or terms in other Dharmic languages, has no
exact equivalent in English, so its exact translation is rather difficult. It has been variously translated
as 'religion' (which strictly is incorrect, as described earlier in this section), 'law,' 'duty,' 'religious
rite,' 'code of conduct,' etc. It can mean one or more or all of the latter, depending upon the context.
The reason seems to be that the word itself has been used in various senses throughout the ages, and
its meaning, as well as scope, has been expanded. However, it is universally accepted that the word
'‘dharma’ is derived from the Sanskrit root 'dhrii' ('to uphold,' 'to support,' 'to sustain'). That which
upholds, supports or sustains this universe, without which the universe would disintegrate, is dharma
(Ref. 1).

Hindu Dharma: From the perspective of the Hindu tradition(s), Dharma (please see Footnote below)
is associated with the Supreme Being or Godhead (Brahman, Ishvara, or Paramaatma), or what the
Upanishads describe as sat or tat, the very essence of one's being. In addition, whatever conduct or
way of life helps one to reveal this fundamental principle (that is, one's inherent essence or nature)
within, can also be called dharma, though in a secondary sense. Hence, 'religious' rites, ceremonies
and observances; fixed principles of conduct, privileges, duties and obligations of a person depending
upon one's stage of life and status in society; and even rules of law, customs and manners of
society—every one of these (categories) can be included under the term Dharma. It may be instructive
to note two more ancient words, rta and satya (truth), that are closely connected with, if not forms of,
dharma. The word rta, used profusely in the Vedas, especially Rgveda and Krishna Yajurveda, in its
simplest form, seems to indicate 'a straight or direct line,' and hence, 'universal laws of nature, an
impersonal order.! When extended to the 'moral' world, rta denotes a 'straight conduct' based on
truth, which itself is also 'dharma. Used in the sense of an inner awareness of what is true, as
expressed through words and actions based on the scriptural teachings and needs of duties on hand,
rta becomes satya (Truth). Thus, the meanings of all the three words, rta, satya, and dharma, more or
less coalesce.

Jain Dharma: The word Dharma, in Jain thought includes these major conceptions: (1) The actual
nature of a phenomenon; (2) Rational perception, knowing, and action; (3) The Ten Dharmic
Qualities (known as the ten forms of Dharma); (4) Nonviolence (Ahimsa) to all living beings as the
highest dharma (paramadharma); (5) The two-fold spiritual paths of the monk and the householder.
Jointly, Samyak darsana (Rational Perception), Samyak jnana (Rational Knowledge) and Samyak
caritra (Rational Conduct) are referred to as the Ratnatraya or the '"Three Jewels of Jainism' are
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seen as constitutive of Dharma. The twofold Dharma of the laity and the monastics/ascetics are knowré)
as Sravakadharma and Sramanadharma respectively. The religious path for the laity emphasizes

charity and worship, in addition to the observance of sacred vows. The Dharma of ascetics emphasizes
meditation, scriptural study, and the five Mahavratas or great vows; they are expected to be informed

by right faith, right knowledge, right conduct, sanctified by penances, and capable of great self-
restraint.

Buddha Dharma: Dharma (Dhamma, Pali) is the Buddhist ethos which has four interrelated
meanings: (1) The Universal Law of Nature (similar to the Hindu rta); (2) The teachings of the
Buddha which apply an understanding of this law to the conduct of human life; (3) The
characteristics/properties of an particular phenomenon (physical or psychological); (4) The 'Truth
Body,' or ultimate nature of the Buddha, which is known as the Dharma-Kaya. The term "The
Dharma" is often used in the Buddhist Scriptures as a synonym for the Buddha's teachings and their
scriptural literary revisions, and can be extended to include the later traditions of commentary and
interpretation that the various schools of Buddhism have developed to help explain and expand upon
the Buddha's teachings. In relation to this context of being synonymous with the Buddha's teachings,
the Dharma comprises one of the Three Jewels of Buddha Dharma in which adherents of Buddhism
'take refuge.' The three jewels of the tradition are the Buddha, the Dharma (teachings and methods),
and the Sangha (a community of practitioners who offer support).

Dharma in Buddhism in terms of the 'Nature of Things: In Buddhist thought, the development and
realization of clear insight is a major step in attaining wisdom. In order to cultivate wisdom one must
understand the nature of things (the dharma of things) and aim of Buddhist practice is the
investigation of the nature of phenomena-dhamma-vicaya.

Dharma as the Ultimate Body of the Buddha: The qualities of the Dharma (Law, truth) are the same as
the qualities of the Buddha and form his 'truth body' or 'Dhamma Kaya': In the Samyutta Nikaya,
Vakkali Sutta, Buddha proclaims to a disciple that: "Yo kho Vakkali dhammam passati so mam
passati'"'—OQO Vakkali, whoever sees the Dhamma, sees me.

Sikh Dharm: Dharma (Dharm) refers to the ""'way of righteousness' for Sikhs, which is indicated by
the main scripture, the Guru Granth Sahib, the proclamations of the Ten Sikh gurus, and the
developments of Sikh historical tradition. A dharmic Sikh will undertake paath—reading scripture;
kirtan—singing of hymns; langar—a communal meal served to everyone at the conclusion of a Sikh
worship; Ardas—this is a special prayer done before the performance of any important work or after
taking on any significant endeavor; after any religious activity, before and after eating. It is an
invocation for blessings and assistance for the one who is praying, but also for the wellbeing of
humanity, as well as a prayer of gratitude. Service to God's creation, the promotion of justice, aid to
the oppressed, goodwill towards other traditions and their adherents are part of Sikh ethical dharma.

CONTRASTING DHARMA AND RELIGION

The word religion is often employed to refer to the four 'religions' of indigenous Indic origin: Hindu,
Jain, Buddhist, and Sikh Dharma, which may be referred to as what might be called the network of
Dharma traditions. The use of the word religion, which arose in the context of non-Dharma traditions,
and was subsequently secularized into global use, to denote the religions of Indian origin is, in many
ways, problematic. Three features are closely associated with the concept and, therefore, the definition
of religion in a Western context: (1) that it is 'conclusive,’ which is to say that it is the final revelation;
(2) that it is 'exclusionary,' which is to say that those who do not belong to it are excluded from its
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embrace and often from salvation; and (3) that it is 'separative,’ which is to say that one who belongs to
it, separates oneself from allegiance to, and affiliation with, other religions. The religions of indigenous
Indian origin—the Dharma Traditions—do not share these features. They are usually non- conclusive,
in the sense that they are not the only path to salvation; they are non-exclusionary, in the sense that
their membership is a sufficient but not a necessary condition for salvation; and

historically, they have, for the most part, been non-separative, in the sense that one need not
necessarily negate one's previous identity to join them, or to disown one's culture, ancestry, or name.
This is visible not only in ancient India but in China in the concept of Sanjiao or the 'Three
Teachings,' referring to the insights of the Confucian, Taoist, and Buddhist teachings. It, therefore,
makes more sense to refer to these 'religions' by the term 'Dharma’ than by the term religion. At this
point, the question might arise, what is the need to draw this distinction now. Prior to the emergence
of the academic study of religion in the 1860s, most of the communication taking place in religious
studies, broadly speaking, followed an 'insider-to-insider' pattern, namely, most Hindus wrote for an
audience of other Hindus, Christians, for other Christians, and so on. However, as the West expanded
imperially during the 17th and 18th centuries, Westerners began to write about the various religious
traditions they encountered for the benefit of other Westerners, so that 'outsider-to-outsider' also
became a major mode of communication. With the establishment and spread of imperial educational
systems in the colonized world, the colonized peoples themselves increasingly began to acquire
knowledge about their own religious traditions through the works of the Western scholars writing
about them, resulting in communication being acquired in an 'outsider-to-insider' mode. After the
1960s, with the end of the colonial era, the followers of the religious traditions in the formerly
colonized nations began to react to the depiction of their religious traditions by outsiders, causing the
emergence of an 'insider-to-outsider' mode of communication. The various branches of postcolonial
theory reflect these developments.

Footnote: The Sanskrit word for world is ‘jagat’, literally meaning that which is continuously changing,
which embodies that change occurs in a periodic (cyclic or pulsating) or phase-changing manner without
beginning (creation) and without end (destruction), then the question arises what is the foundation on which
this jagat is being continuously sustained. According to Chandogya Upanishad 6.2.1-3, ‘in the beginning sat
alone existed, the One without a Second. It (sat) reflected, “May I become many! May I be born!”’. The
‘many’ that emerged, needed a central integrating principle, or law; otherwise, chaos would result. This law
or principle is ‘Dharma’, which emerged from Godhead itself, per Shukla Yajur Veda, Brhadaranyaka
Upanishad 1.4.14, Godhead ‘specially created that dharma, in the form of the highest good—therefore, there
is nothing higher than dharma—verily, that which is dharma is satya’. This dharma is the firm foundation
upon which the entire universe stands (‘dharmo visvasya jagatah pratistha’ Mahanérayana Upanisad 79.7).
Obviously here, dharma means righteous conduct based on truth (satya) and knowledge of the unity in spite
of the diversity, and capable of bringing the highest good to the whole of cosmos (jagat). All other
meanings, senses and derivations of Dharma in later literature are corollaries of this central idea. The word
dharma occurs in the Rgveda fifty-six times (e.g., 5.63.7, 5.72.2, 9.7.1, 9.25.2, 10.88.1, 10.170.2). But in
almost all these places it has been used in the sense of duty or action which contributes to the sustenance of
the world or cosmos (‘jagad-dharaka-karma’). In the Upanishads, this sense becomes more explicit. Each
member of the society has certain duties and obligations that must be discharged by performing the
prescribed actions in order to sustain its structure. Similarly, in one’s path towards perfection one has to pass
through several stages of spiritual development and each such stage devolves upon one certain duties or a
code of conduct. This helps to sustain one’s inner development and simultaneously contributes to the well-
being of the society also. The seeds of this—which is well known as ‘varna-ashrama-dharma’ in later
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literature—are to be found in the Purusasukta and in the earlier Upanishads also. (Ref. 1: This and other @
excerpts above are adapted from “What is Dharma?” by Swami Harshananda, Ramakrishna Mission,
Bangalore, India.) From the perspective of Buddhist tradition, the use of the term Dharma is instructive in
that, at a basic level, Dharma is taken to mean “the teachings of the Buddha.” But these teachings are seen as
embodying Truth itself. Thus, the deeper understanding of Dharma (in Pali, Dhamma) is linked to the
foundation of Reality. The Buddhist Abhidhamma literature, for example, does a thoroughgoing
enumeration and classification of what it calls the ¢ dhamma-s’ (in Sanskrit, dharma-s). These are the
fundamental patterns—including certain groups of spiritual qualities—which comprise the underlying
networks that generate the processes of psychological and physical phenomena. The word “dhamma” is used
to convey both the ongoing process of the constant arising and passing of events of fleeting duration as well
as the events themselves. The Abhidhamma breaks down forms and phenomena into component dhamma-s
that form the fundamental patterns nesting within the Greater Network that is the very nature of Ultimate
Reality (Dhamma). The concept of pratitya samutpada, Conditioned Arising (also referred to as dependent
origination, and co-dependent co-arising), is fundamental to the Buddhist understanding of the nature of
Ultimate Reality (Dhamma). The Majjhima Nikaya (1.191) states: “Whoever sees Conditioned Arising, sees
Dhamma, whoever sees Dhamma, sees Conditioned Arising.” The experience of Conditioned Arising
engendered by meditative disciplines, is key to developing an appreciation for interdependence (or, as
Buddhist teacher Thich Nat Han suggests, “interbeing”) of all component functions of physical reality. Thus
the term Dharma-kaya (Dharma-body) of the tri-kaya doctrine of Mahayana Buddhism, has a two-fold
meaning whereby it refers both to the ultimate “body” or form of Gautama Buddha (and, indeed, all
Buddhas), as well as the self-existent form (svabhavika-kaya) of tathata (things-as-they-are, thus-ness, such-
ness), of sunyata (emptiness) or the non-essential nature that is the true nature of all dhamma-s. As the
Astasahasrika Prajna-paramitaSutra (307) proclaims, the such-ness of the Tathagata (Buddha) and the such-
ness of the all dharma-s are not two separate things but an undivided reality.

200222005, 201 140 Dhamma Academy of North America



February 8th, 2013 SENT BY EMAIL, FAX & MAIL
To,

Dr Adarsh Deepak

President, Dharma Academy of North America.

17 Lassies drive Poquoson, Virginia. 23662 USA.

Ref: Remove Sikhism Entry from DANAM, s web or accept our Invitation for May 2013
Conference for clarification of this serious ideological controversy which will disturb the
peaceful Hindu Sikh Community relation in North America.

Respected, Dr Adarsh Deepak ji,

Called You on Phone to discuss this issue personally but unable to get any reply. Being involved
in Sikh academic affairs for long time the Sikh Community has asked me to write you on this
important Academic issue. Our opinion is that your Mission Statement misinterprets and
misrepresents authentic Sikhism. Therefore we request you take off any explanation of Sikhism
from your web immediately as it appears to be a veiled attempt to downgrade the independent
identity of Sikh religion as envisioned by Guru Nanak If you do not take it off your web or
explain your position in writing. Then we invite any DANAM,s Scholar to join usin a
conference in Southern California in May 6" to May 9™ 2013 to present DANAM,s point of
view on Sikhism as noted in your Mission Statement for the scholars, Sikh Sangat and General
Public. My opinion on the issue is based on the following academic observation.

Sikhism an Independent Religion; Not part of any Network of Dharma Traditions
(Uniqueness of Sikh Scripture, Sikh Identity & Sikh Ideology)
By Dr. Jasbir S. Mann. California,USA

This is in reference to the controversy raised in Sikh community by Dharma academy of North
America(DANAM) on their mission statement click on http://www.danam-
web.org/missionpage2.htm describing Sikh religion as Sikh Dharma part of a network of
dharma traditions followed by distorted/veiled explanation of Sikhism which suits the academy’s
Motive. Sikhism does not believe in “law or principle ‘Dharma’, which emerged from Godhead
itself, per Shukla Yajur Veda, Brhadaranyaka Upanishad 1.4.14, Godhead ‘specially created that
dharma---------- »_ Tt is not a bone of contention that the word "Dharma” has its roots in Sanskrit
literature and there is no epistemological problem when this word is applied to Hinduism,
Buddhism and Jainism because these are variations of the same tenets. But Sikh religion has
dimensions beyond the concept of Hindu aspect of Dharma. Neither of the Vedic religions, other
than Sikhism, totally believes in oneness of God. Numina and phenomena do not have distinct
demarcations in Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism, whereas Sikhism is a religion of Numina.
Sikhism is a whole life system whereas other religions do not solely believe in it. Importantly,
Sikhism believes in both temporal and spiritual aspects of life. The concept of Khalsa and Rehat
Mayada is unique and integral parts of Sikhism. Therefore, it cannot be considered as system or
network of other Indian Dharmas.




Sikhism is a revelatory religion, and this claim is made by Guru Nanak himself, "O Lalo, I speak
what the Lord commands me to convey." Other Gurus have also spoken similarly. In the Siddh
Gosht he says in reply to a question that his mission in life is, with the help of other Godmen, to
ferry people across the turbulent sea of life. As to the Guru's concept of God, it is recorded,
"Friends ask me what is the mark of the Lord, He is All Love; rest He is ineffable."” He is also
called: 'Ocean of Virtues' 'Benevolent', 'Gracious', 'Eyes to the blind', 'Milk to the child', 'Riches
to the poor', etc. He is interested in the world. For, "True is He. True is His creation". God
created the world and permeated it with His light". "It is the innermost nature of God to help the
erring." "God created the world of life and planted Naam in it, making it the place for righteous
activity." All above is well recorded in Guru Granth sahib on pages 722,739,459,830,463,930.
828 and 468.

The Dharma Academy of North America (DANAM) appears to be an outfit principally based on
Sanatana Dharma. They are using academic parameters in an attempt to justify a self-established
ideology, by redefining ‘Religion’, ‘Dharma’, and ‘Religious Traditions’. This phenomenon is
Well-known among several Hindu sages and swamis. In fact there are several websites that are
promoting such views under Sanatana Dharma.

It is interesting, but not surprising, to note that DANAM essentially is resonating ideas that are
constantly discoursed by Swami Jnaneshvara Bharati in entirety. On his website it is clearly
explained that Sanatana Dharma is: “Experience based rather than belief based without any
ideological divisions. Beyond any historical date of founding. The process of growth, which
comes from the seed. Inherent in, and inclusive of all. Applicable to all people of all places and
times. In the world, while above the world. God-centered rather than prophet-centered. Devoid
of sectarianism or denominationalism. Both immanent and transcendent. The whole and the
parts. Loving of all and excluding of none. The universal flow of Dharma, regardless of what
name you call it, whether Dharma or some other name, has eternally existed. It has been before
any of the great teachers were born. It is not better than, or alternative to, but is inclusive of all.
Dharma is that out of which our earth and humanity itself emerged. Dharma not only is, but
always was, and always will be. To live in alignment with, and to know the true nature of that

Sanatana Dharma is one of the ways of describing the higher goal of life”. Click on
http://www.swamij.com/sanatana-dharma-what-is.htm

Also, on the same website it goes on to explain the differences of ‘Religion’ and ‘Dharma’ by
Swami Rama. According to whom: “ The words "religion" and "dharma" denote two entirely
different concepts and perspectives. Religion is comprised of rituals, customs, and dogmas
surviving on the basis of fear and blind faith. Dharma--a word, unfortunately, with no English
equivalent--encapsulates those great laws and disciplines that uphold, sustain, and ultimately
lead humanity to the sublime heights of worldly and spiritual glory. Established in the name of
God, a religion is an institution that requires a growing number of adherents for its expansion
and future existence. A religion discriminates against human beings who do not belong to its
particular order and condemns their way of living and being, whereas dharma is eternal, looking
for no followers for its propagation. With no discrimination whatsoever, it leads a human being
beyond the realms of man-made, institutionalized dictums. Instead of creating fear of God, it



makes God manifest in the human heart, not in an anthropomorphic form, but as the absolute and
universal One in whom all diversities reside in perfect harmony.” Click on
http://www.swamij.com/sanatana-dharma-what-is.htm

The definition of a Sikh is given in the Guru Granth Sahib and Sikh Reht
Maryada. It is not what DANAM is reinterpreting for the world with help of ill-
informed scholars supported by few rich trustees ( who may not be aware of
that they are being used by some conspirators to start new HINDU-Sikh
Controversy In peaceful North America). Sikhs had multitude of enemies since
Guru Nanak,s Cosmic Enlightment. The word Khalsa is missing altogether
which differentiates the Sikhs from non-Sikhs. The Sikhs do not need
definition of a Sikh from an outsider/ DANAM. Sikhism is a universal religion,
and is NOT a part of "network" of religions. Sikhs respect and carry high
regard for all other religions including Hinduism. Guru Nanak started a new
and pristine religion - Nanak Nirmal Panth Chalaya. Few scholars are being used
under the umbrella & influence of western liberal and imperial education systems to further the
agenda of Hindutava; enfolding Sikhism into Hinduism. Our request is for maintainace of peace
and harmony in the world as enshrined in Guru Granth Sahib.

If Sikh religion is only a network of Dharma tradition and has no original, independent/unique
and separate identity then © Trustees. Academic advisory board members and steering
committee members’ has to explain the following historical facts:

- History of Guru Period (Sri Chand , Mohan, Prithi , and Ram Rai transgressed Sikh
beliefs in early Sikh history and were isolated)

- Sikh Scripture delineating independent Sikh identity. Guru Granth sahib is very clear
“although the Six Hindu systems are prevalent everywhere but the Guru system is
profound and unequalled”.

- Martyrdom of the 5" and 9™ Guru to uphold religious freedom

- Testimony of Moshan Fani (Muslim Chronicle, 1645)

- Execution of Banda and 740 Sikhs in New Delhi (not even one desecrated while given
the choice to do, 1715-16)

- First sikh Ghalughara in 18" century when governor Yahiya Khan issued
proclamation killing all Sikhs

- Why prices on Sikh heads were fixed by Mughals?

- Misal Raj
History of Maharaha Ranjit Singh period (His government was know as Sarkar-i-

Khalsa; he issued coins in the name of the Guru and all his princes were addressed as

Khalsa. He was made to appear at Akal Takhat and was granted Tankhah.)

Sikhism Vaisnism Vedantism Nathism
1. Spiritual experience is that Sach Chit Anand — Sach Chit Ananad Blissful
God is Love-Ocean of virtues.  Blissful and Quiet. — Blissful and Isolation
A dynamic experience. Quietist Quietist
2. World Real-Arena of Maya Mithya (Illusion)  Real but a place



spiritual growth.
3. Life Affirming

4. Monotheism

5. God interested in the world.
He is milk to child, eyes to
blind, riches to poor and
Helper of the weak. This
means combination between
spiritual and empirical life of
man.

6. Householder’s life with full
social responsibility.

7. Equality of man and woman.

Women in charge of
missionary districts.

8. Equality and brotherhood of
man.

9. Man’s spiritual assessment
of his virtuous deeds. By our
deeds we are near or away

form God. Higher than Truth is

truthful living.
10. Work and sharing essential

11. Methodology of
remembering God and of
virtuous deeds and social
responsibility.

12. Use of force accepted if
other means fail

13. Goal is to be the instrument

of Gods Will.

Life-Negating

Pantheism
Dichotomy
between spiritual
and empirical life
of man. Hence
monasticism &
Sanyas.

Celibacy and
Sanyas

Woman not fit for
Vaishnava path.

Hierarchical caste
— Sudras not fit for
Bhakti

All morality is
supernal-moral. To
do only one’s caste
duty or ritual acts.

Sanyas

Ritualistic, formal,
or emotional
dancing,
meditational.
Sex-methodology
accepted. Ahimsa.

Merger in
Brahman

World does not
exist.
Monotheism
World an illusion
— activity
delusion. Sanyas

Celibacy and
Sanyas

Woman a hurdle
in spiritual Path.

Accepts caste

No deeds ritual
acts for man of
low intellect.

Sanyas

Meditational.
Also value of
ritualism
accepted.
Ahimsa

Realization of I
am Brahman

of misery.
Death to the
world.
Pantheism
Yogi vows to
withdraw from
the world.

Vow of
celibacy and
never to work
Vow of
celibacy. Naths
do not even eat
with Nath
woman.
Accepts caste.
Low castes not
admitted.
Vows never to
work

Vows never to
work

Hath Yoga and
Kundalini Yoga

Sex-
Methodology
also accepted
Vow of
Ahimsa, blood
sacrifices done.
Merger in Siva



14. Jivan Mukta active and Individual No interest in the  Individual
accepts social responsibility. salvation. Ritual world. Salvation. No
IN the above context Guru duties performed.  Unconscious of interest in the
Nanak did three things. He the world. world — A place
created a panth and appointed a of misery.

successor to continue the
mission. He identified the
social problems of caste and
that of the political oppression.
Rejected Ahimsa as an
inviolable rule. Finally Panth
was created and Guru Granth
was appointed as Guru in
pursuance of the doctrine of
Miri and Piri.

Sikhism: A Religion of Numina (Naam) and not Phenomena

Guru Gobind _Singh himself directed the Sikhs to follow guru granth and no other book
nor any human being. Numinous experience is inherent in Frie’s Ahndung (longing),
Schleiermachar’s Feeling, Kant’s Things in Themselves (numina) and Kapur Singh’s Antithesis
of phenomena. It stands for the holy minus its moral factor and without any rational aspect. It is
irreducible to any other factor. Numinous consciousness involves shaking fear of repulsion and
an element of powerful fascination. It can only be understood by “ideograms” i.e. not through
logic, but only symbolically. The core of religious experience is inherent in the awareness of
non-moral holiness as a category of value. The numinous experience is the core and base of Sikh
religion and its ingredients i.e. religiously sensitive mind in relation to his/her apprehension of
himself/herself and universe around him/her. The ultimate reality is not comprehensible through
the sensory motor perceptions and speculations. Sikhism is a religion of Naam (neumina), which
is asserted through 30,000 hymns of Sikh scripture through revealed statements, literary similes
and allusions. Naam is God, and God is Naam, and the practice of religion revolves around the
Naam. Sikh religious thought cannot be interpreted through any phenomenal process.Guru Ganth
is a unique scripture and Sikhism has its own identity as follows:

1. Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh Scripture is purely monotheistic. It accepts only one God
and rejects all other deities, spirits, angels, etc. Only God is immortal. All other deities
are mortal and prone to death.

2. The religion of Guru Granth Sahib, being free from inhibitions of any kind regarding the
way of life and its adaptability in all the religions of the world vouches its universality. It
is not a religion of the chosen people (like Judaism), but instead, it is the religion of the
entire humanity. It raises above all the regional barriers.

3. Itrejects all ritualism, formalism, and symbolism. It has no belief in any sacrament.



4. Tt focuses all its attention on the enfoldment of discipline for the attainment of the unity
of the soul with God. The emphasis has been laid on the adoption of godly qualities by
the seeker.

5. It repudiates the prevalent theories of Creation and scans the universe as the wok of the
Creator, whose existence pulsates everywhere in His Creation. The extent and expanse of
the Creation of the Infinite Lord cannot be delimited.

6. It lays great emphasis on honest and sincere labor. Its religion is the religion of workers
and householders. Therefore it decries the renunciation and all types of ascetic practices.

7. It advocates the equality of all human beings, irrespective of birth and sex. The woman is
in no way inferior to man. It rejects all distinctions of caste and color.

8. The State has to play its part in the provision of food, shelter, and clothing to the
members of the society. There can be no devotion, if the individual is not carefree about
his requirements.

9. It presents a balanced combination of action, devotion, and knowledge. Whereas the body
has to work for the well-being of family and society while the mind has to remain in tune
with the Lord. Service is, thus, the motto of an adherent of Guru Granth Sahib. His best
service toward the Guru and the Lord is the remembrance to the Name.

10. The religion of Guru Granth Sahib is most practical. The devotee over brims with love
and devotion. The whole world appears as a family to him. The earth is an abode of
Dharma for him.

11. Breaks dichotomy between spiritual and empirical lives.

12. Rejects Ascetism.

13. Rejects Varnasharm Dharma which incorporates basic caste system.

14. Rejects Ahsma.

15. God Never incarnates. He is Un-Incarnated and Transcendent.

World-View and Guru Granth

Both the surveys of Maxwebster and Schwitzer bring out that all Indian religions are life-
negating and suggest withdrawal from life. This is quite true of Buddhism, Jainism,
Vaishnavism, Vedanta and even the Sant Tradition. All these Hindu systems as indicated
above, involve withdrawal from life, and denial of social responsibility. Evidently, systems
that recommend Ahimsa, asceticism, monasticism, Sanyasa, celibacy or withdrawal from
life, reject every kind of social involvement, much less social responsibility, as an unwanted
bondage. S. K. Mitra, who has surveyed the ethics of all Hindu systems, says “that the
common feature of all doctrines of the ideal life, or Moksha, is the conception of ideal as
strictly moral idea.” It is so, because all these systems accept a clear dichotomy between the
spiritual path and the empirical path, and, thus life-negation is a natural and logical
consequence of all these religious systems and their world-view. But Sikhism, as the hymns
and lives of the Gurus express and demonstrate very clearly, has a world-view of life-
affirmation, since in the Sikh ideology there is an inalienable combination between the
spiritual life and the empirical life of man. For, whatever is within the domain of God, is also
within the sphere of operation of the Godman. In short, Sikhism is a whole-life religion with
a world-view entirely opposed to that of other Indian religions.




Guru Granth as a New Scripture with New Ideology with New Religious Experience
Vedas and Upanishads are without doubt the scriptures of all Hindu systems. But Sikhism
completely denies their authority, and Guru Nanak even calls some of their injunctions to be
wrong. The Sikh Gurus were so clear and particular about the independent and separate identity
of their religious system and the complete originality and newness of its character, that they took
very significant stage which no other religious leader in the world had done. They specifically
compiled and authenticated the Sikh Scripture. Secondly, since the time of its compilation in
1604 A.D., it is the complete repository of and the final authority on the Sikh ideology and its
doctrines. Since the Gurus called it revealed Bani, it has been regarded as the Shabad having the
sanction of God. The Tenth Master took two important steps in this regard. First, he introduced
the Nash doctrine, thereby making a complete and final break with all other Indian ideologies.
Neither the Vedas and Upanishads, nor any other religious systems is given any sanction or
accepted as authentic. We all know that the Bani of Bhagats in the Guru Granth is a selection. It
is accepted only to the extent it is in consonance with the doctrines of the Gurus. And even
where differences seem to be suggested, the Gurus have made adequate comments and
clarifications. The Bani of Bhagats outside the Granth Sahib is not given any authenticity.
Secondly, he made the Sikh Scripture not only as the exclusive vehicle of the Guru’s message,
but also gave it the status of the Guru, Guide or Teacher of the Sikhs. The creation and sanction
of Guru Granth as the sole scripture of the Sikhs reveals that the Gurus were very clear and
conscious of its independent and separate character, and wanted their ideology to remain as such
without chance of any addition, alteration, or any departure from its authenticity or contents.

Therefore request is made to DANAM immediately take their opinion on Sikhism from your
web. Or issue an immediate statement to Sikh community by giving their opinion based on
academic evidence that ‘Sikh religion is not an independent religion but rather it is a part of
network of Dharma Traditions per DANAM Mission * with their academic basis of supporting
their argument.

This issue touches the heart of community. Therefore if you do not provide clarification in
writing or remove Sikhism entry from your web. Then I am invitin(% two DANAM, s Scholars
for public forum which we will arrange in southern California in 2" week of May 2013(May 6th
to May 9" 2013) any day depending on the suitability of DANAM, s scholars. Will pay for the
Travel and Board Expense. We will also invite Head of Guru Granth sahib department
Panjabi university Patiala and Guru Nanak Dev University Amritsar respectively. Please email
me the contact email and telephone Numbers of the DANAM,s scholars who will like to present
DANAM,;s opinion in this meeting in May 2013 conference. Specifically will like to invite the
scholar who wrote the mission statement for DANAM, s Web.

Suggested Topics focusing on the issue in suggested May 2013 public forum:

1. *Sikh religion as a Network of Indian Dharma Traditions’; DANAM, s Scholar #1.

2. ‘Sikh religion as a Network of Indian Dharma Traditions’; DANAM, s Scholar #1

3. ‘Sikhism as an Independent Religion” Prof & Head, Dept. Shri Guru Granth Sahib, Guru
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar.

4. *Sikhism as an Independent Religion” Prof. and Head Dept. Guru Granth Sahib Studies,
Panjabi University Patiala.
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Each Speaker will have 30 minutes speaking time. Will prefer Written Papers or will Record will

video presentations of the lectures? Speaking assignments will be followed by one hour answer
and question session from the audience.

My sincere hope and request is that DANAM should stop this Hindu- Sikh ideological
Controversy immediately by removing Sikhism explanation from their web or come forward
honestly to explain their position in writing and accept our Invitation for May 2013 Conference
for clarification of this serious ideological controversy. In my opinion DANAM,s starting this
controversy by advice of few ill-informed scholars who hide behind the walls of academics and
float nontraditional ‘Traditions’ in order to put bread and butter on their table and support their
families. They do not care even if it is at the cost of disturbing and dividing the Hindu Sikh
Community relation which has been so for existing peacefully in North American continent.

Jabir Singh Mann MD. D., lit ( Honoris causa)
President, Sri Guru Granth Sahib Foundation, Anaheim. California.
Res 714- 526-5349. Office 714-895-1774.

For debates on Sikh Study Issues Click On our web WWW.globalsikhstudies.net

CC;

Dr. Rita D. Sherma, Chair (DANAM vice president) Member academic advisory Board.
Dr. Arvind Pal Singh Mandair , Member academic advisory Board

Dr. Balwinder Singh Bhogal, Member Steering Committee



Feb 19" Thanks to DANAM FOR ENDING THE CONVERSATION

Subject: Thanks to DANAM FOR ENDING THE CONVERSATION
Date: 2/19/2013 8:45:04 A.M. Pacific Standard Time
From: jasbirmann@aol.com

To: ritadsherma@aol.com, wowguru2000@yahoo.com, rpgandhi@optonline.net,
ravi@stcnet.com, a.deepak(@Taksha.org, contact@danam-web.org,
dilipsarkarster@gmail.com, mahendra@mec.cuny.edu, amandair@umich.edu,
balbinder.bhogal@hofstra.edu, kavi_pannu@yahoo.com

CC: JasbirMann@aol.com

Respected Dr. Rita sherma,trustees and officers of DANAM

Thanks for ending Conversation . I am wrinting itonly for clarification on still issues raised by
Dr.Rita in her Email To Anju which reads

“ DANAM has said on its website over and over again that these are unique distinct and specific
religious traditions. It has never conflated one tradition with another.If the persons who have
requested DANAM to remove any reference to Sikhism on its site, really feel strongly that Sikhi
should never be studied in the same forum as Hindu Studies, then they should take up the matter
with every department of religious studies in the country as well as every scholarly association
on religious studies that involves South Asia and other academic venues. THIS IS A DIRECT
LOSS for ACADEMIC Freedom. That is the central issue. Our scholars fear for their lives and
livelihood. Most of them, including myself, have never even been involved with Sikh
Studies”.‘DANAM has said on its website over and over again that these are unique distinct and
specific religious traditions. It has never conflated one tradition with another”

Dr. Rita Sherma is again misinterpreting and misrepresenting Sikh point of view in the debate.
DANAM,s Web site nowhere in mission statement shows “over and over again that these are
unique distinct and specific religious traditions” Please note Sikhs promote religious dialogue at
university level at all common platforms with all major religious studies including Hindu studies
as evidence shows Sikh community has funded seven Sikh chairs for such work in north
America with representation in various scholarly associations on religious studies. Sikhs will join
any form where Sikh religion is defined as "Sikhism as original distinct and revealed religion
“Additionally Dr. Sherma and DANAM,s Trustees should be aware on their central issue THAT
“Academic freedom is never unlimited. The general law of society including those concerning —
and libel apply also to academic disclosure and publications”. In the United States, for example
scientific conclusions on questions of racial difference or similarities have met with hostility in
some communities. At such times individual citizens, pressure groups, or even community at
large may wish to interfere with teaching or research. University protects the right of freedom of
speech of its faculty. But when that freedom is unnecessarily exercised against the community it
serves, the freedom becomes an antisocial act. Such acts should not be tolerated. We have recent
examples of two professors one at the State University of Colorado and another at the State
University of Florida. In the former case the professor equated 9/11 victims to Nazis camps and



in the later the professor supported Palestinian cause against the Jews. Religion is personal. "Let\ _/

the people enjoy and practice and propagate their own respective religions" Thru IRS Code
501(c)(3) Nonprofit Code.

Still awaiting reply from Dr. Deepak president DANAM or any trustee on our question regarding
mission statement from DANAM,s interpretation on Sikh religion based on Guru Granth Sahib
which is primary source of Sikh religion. We have requested DANAM to send us telephone
contact and Email addresses of all scholars who participated and prepared this Mission statement
for DANAM.We will like to further correspond with them for academic discourse. So far we
have received none. Religion is personal. "Let the people enjoy and practice and propagate their
own respective religions"

[ am inviting two DANAM, s Scholars, officer and trustees Specifically who wrote the mission
statemet of DANAM for a communty public forum which we will arrange in southern California
on May 5™ 2013 .Will pay for the Travel and Board Expense. We will also invite Sikh scholars
from religious departments from university in Punjab, India and Sikh chairs from North
America.

Suggested Topics focusing on the issue May 5™ 2013 public forum will be:

1. ‘Sikh religion as a Network of Indian Dharma Traditions based primary source of Sikh
religion guru granth sahib’ DANAM, s Scholar #1.

2. ‘Sikh religion as a Network of Indian Dharma Traditions based on primary source of Sikh
religion Guru Granth sahib’ DANAM, s Scholar #2

3. ‘Sikhism as an Independent Religion” Sikh scholar#1 from one of Punjab University or Sikh
chair from North America

4. ‘Sikhism as an Independent Religion” Sikh scholar #2 from one of Punjab University or Sikh
chair from North America.

Each Speaker will have 30 minutes speaking time. Will prefer Written Papers or will Record the
presentations the lectures? Speaking assignments will be followed by one hour answer and
question session from the audience.

For our Academic position on ‘Sikhism as an Independent Religion” Please click on

1. Harnam Singh Shan, “Sikhism original distinct and revealed religion”

Click on Pages 24-59
http://www.globalsikhstudies.net/pdf/Fundamental_Issues_in%20_SikhStudies.pdf

2. Daljeet Singh, “Sikhism: its identity” click on pages 12-32
http://www.globalsikhstudies.net/pdf/invasion%200f%20relious.pdf

3. Daljeet Singh, “ Sikh ideology” click on pages 8-137
http.//www.globalsikhstudies.net/pdf/sd.pdf
http://www.globalsikhstudies.net/pdf/essentials.pdf5. Daljeet Singh “Guru Nanak the Prophet of
a Unique Ideology” click on pages 179-198 hitp://www.globalsikhstudies.net/pdf/essentials.pdf
4. Daljeet Singh “Sikhism, Vasnavism, Vedanta and Nathism-AComparision” click on pages 62-

80 http://www.globalsikhstudies.net/pdf/essentials.pdf
5. Methodology of interpretation.our opinion on issues in Sikh studies pages 11-22

hitp://www.globalsikhstudies.net/pdf/essentials.pdf

My sincere hope and request is DANAM shold accept our invitation and respond in written by
March 7" 2013 for their readiness to participate in this debate. If DANAM does not accept our
invitation and does not send us tel and email contact of scholars who finalized Danam,s Mission
statement By March 7" 2013.Then, will conclude that DANAM,s Mission statement was an
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academic tool and new creative idea for scholars and North American public on amalgamation of

Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists into Hindu fold. This debate is going on in India Since 1949 and still
going on for details see attachment on 'ARTICLE 25B INDIAN CONSTITUTION AND
DANAM MISSION STATEMENT".

Finally thanks again Dr Rita Sherma and DANAM,s officers and Trustees for their
understanding on stopping this Hindu- Sikh ideological Controversy as noted in Dr. Sherma,s
Email dated february 17th 2013 “DANAM has removed all Sikh references from its website, and
from its future programming. THIS CONVERSATION SHOULD NOW BE CLOSED”.

Jabir Singh Mann MD. D., lit ( Honoris causa)

President, Sri Guru Granth Sahib Foundation, Anaheim. California.

From: Rita Sherma <ritadsherma@aol.com>

To: Tejwant Singh <wowguru2000@yahoo.com>

Cc: jasbirmann <jasbirmann@aol.com>; rpgandhi <rpgandhi@optonline.net>; ravi
<ravi@stcnet.com>; a.deepak <a.deepak@Taksha.org>; contact <contact@danam-web.org>;
dilipsarkarster <dilipsarkarster@gmail.com>; mahendra <mahendra@mec.cuny.edu>; amandair
<amandair@umich.edu>; balbinder.bhogal <balbinder.bhogal@hofstra.edu>; kavi_pannu
<kavi_pannu@yahoo.com>

Sent: Sun, Feb 17,2013 8:27 am

Subject: LET US PLEASE END THE CONVERSATION ON DANAM

Dear Anju,
We have a great deal of respect for the wonderful service oriented work you've done in
conjunction with the White House.

And we realize that you are trying to create harmony through this conversation.

However, we must respectfully request that you kindly refrain from discussing DANAM. I've
examined why below.

DANAM has removed all Sikh references from its website, and from its future programming.
THIS CONVERSATION SHOULD NOW BE CLOSED.
Please do not invoke DANAM in any further conversation.

This is why:

DANAM stands for "Dharma ACADEMY of NORTH AMERICA." That means:

1. It is an ACADEMIC enterprise

and the conversation you are having is moving it out of the academy where it belongs. It does not
have community spokespersons from ANY religious community speak for it or represent it.
Therefore, we would be grateful if you would please not try to represent the academic interests
of DANAM.
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2. DANAM does not claim to represent any religion, which you are bringing into this
conversation.

3. DANAM just provides a forum for academicians to engage one theme every year from the
point of view of each of the native religious traditions of India and South Asia. This is standard
practice in the religion academy and is known as Area Studies. In this case, South Asian
indigenous AREA STUDIES (the normative study of religions native to South Asia). This is
standard ALL OVER the Academy.

4. If the persons who have requested DANAM to remove any reference to Sikhism on its site,
really feel strongly that Sikhi should never be studied in the same forum as Hindu Studies, then
they should take up the matter with every department of religious studies in the country as well
as every scholarly association on religious studies that involves South Asia and other academic
venues. THIS IS A DIRECT LOSS for ACADEMIC Freedom. That is the central issue. Our
scholars fear for their lives and livelihood. Most of them, including myself, have never even been
involved with Sikh Studies.

5. DANAM is NORTH AMERICAN. It does not have academic presentations by academic
scholars from India, although they may be excellent. Your invocation of India and Hinduism
completely clouds and obscures the central issue of the North American religion academy
scholars losing academic liberty and experiencing real concern for their lives.

6. None of the persons who placed angry diatribes about DANAM have ever been to DANAM.
They do not realize that DANAM's effort has been directed to offering a forum for indigenous
religions of South Asia which fostered reflection beyond descriptive methodologies---a space
that has allowed academic conversation on the unique gifts of these individual religions & their
potential for benevolent application to the critical human issues of our time.

7. DANAM has said on its website over and over again that these are unique distinct and specific
religious traditions. It has never conflated one tradition with another.

8. The IRONY is that DANAM's project was to DISTINGUISH (make clear distinctions)
between the traditions studied, which is exactly the OPPOSITE of what we have been accused
of.

ANYWAY, SIKHISM is NOT NOW and WILL NOT be REFERRED to by DANAM. KINDLY
END THIS CONVERSATION.

Thanks
-R. Sherma

On Feb 14, 2013, at 8:17 AM, Anju <anjupbhargava@gmail.com> wrote:

Namaste
I speak from my own experience. My primary focus is on working together in America. I don't
think anyone has an intent to insult another community. Let us have a healthy dialogue rather
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than assuming anything. Anju (b’

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 14, 2013, at 11:09 AM, jasbirmann(@aol.com wrote:

With a desire to have understanding and prevent any divide in Hindu Sikh Community
relation which has been existing peacefully in North America.Happy Valentines day 2013 to
all.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 16, 2013, at 5:55 PM, Tejwant Singh <wowguru2000@yahoo.com> wrote:

I have a very simple question to the DANAM orgnisers/religious instigators/active
participants.

What does Dharma mean in your individual practical life? Please do not give me the
meaning based on any Hindutva.

Anju,
You write:

""2. We have a shared cultural and historic past "

No to both. Sikhi rejects caste system unlike Hinduism which is solely based on it and
prides itself of this Apartheid values. Historical depends on which side of the history you
are on and agree with. It the latter were true, then DANAM would distort what Sikhi is all
about on purpose?

What is the agenda of DANAM and the end goal for this purposeful distortion?

""3. We have very similar issues."
Please share the similar issues in details.

4. We are all people of eastern traditions and no one is usurping the identity of another
Hinduism is but not Sikhi according to the teachings in the SGGS. Please do not hesitate to
ask questions if you have any about Sikhi.

5. Would it not be helpful if we collaborate with each other while respecting each individual
tradition

I agree as on the board of the Interfaith Council of Nevada where Hindus are also on the
board but they never come to the meetings nor participate in the Interfaith speeches. But
they show up during some big event where the Mayor and other heads of community have
been invited and want to be front and center. One wonders why! Are these the way and the
workings of Hindu Dharma proudly propagated by Danam?



"6. Abrahamic traditions have come together and are promoting each other. Can the
dharma traditions not do this. It does not make one more dominant than the other. Today
one group is taking the lead tomorrow another. Whoever has access can bring others along.
"

Please give concrete examples what Muslims and Jews ( both from the Abrahamic
traditions) are doing what you claim above, otherwise it becomes nonsensical rhetoric.

7. Many Hindus like me try to bring all dharma traditions into the forefront as we did with
the White House.

Your duty and main objective is to bring Hinduism at the forefront not to distort Sikhi
which is shameful. No One religion has the right to bring all dharma traditions in the
forefront. That is what the Interfaith Councils are for. Hence, it is nothing but empty
rhetoric.

8. I think mixing Indian politics and Indian government activities with Hindus especially in
America is counterproductive

Please explain with concrete examples why and how it is counterproductive as the majority
of Indian population is Hindu which is a fact and I am sure you are aware of it.

@ Rita,
You write:

""We are only waiting for the web-technician, who is the person who can make any
changes, to return from Europe in about three weeks. All references to Sikhism
will be removed at that time."

Your above claim makes no sense. It does not take a web-technician to do that.

Secondly, if your claim were true, your web-technician would be able to make the changes
of distortion required immediately, no matter where he or she is located or based. You
should know better.

Hope to hear from you soon with the facts.
Regards
Tejwant Singh

From: "jasbirmann@aol.com" <jasbirmann@aol.com>

To: anjupbhargava@gmail.com

Ce: ritadsherma@aol.com; rpgandhi@optonline.net; ravi@stcnet.com; a.deepak(@Taksha.org;
contact@danam-web.org; dilipsarkarster@gmail.com; mahendra@mec.cuny.edu;
amandair@umich.edu; balbinder.bhogal@hofstra.edu; kavi_pannu@yahoo.com




Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2013 10:47 AM
Subject: If Hindus are not empowered in India then Why they are not allowing and insult Indian
citizens who celebrate Valentine day in India

b@Xxbe jasbirmann@aol.com (jasbirmann@aol.com) is on your Guest List | Delete this guest

With a desire to have understanding and prevent any divide in Hindu Sikh Community
relation which has been existing peacefully in North America.Happy Valentines day 2013 to
all.

Dear Anju,

You wrote "My opinion - In India Hindus are not so empowered. In fact in America Hindus can
speak with their own identity in a way they can't in India. I hope the Hindus and Sikhs can build
a bridge and reduce this tension".

1.Valentine's Day 2013 is to day Feb. 14.Happy Valentines day 2013 if Hindus are not
empowered in India then. Why they are not allowing and insult Indian citizens who celebrate
Valentine day in India? What is your your personal comment on this issue?.

2. Look at historical facts.Evidence shows "Hindus got empowered in India when Constitution of
India was written In India and article 25B section added". No Sikh constituent member signed
the constitution of India as the congress failed their promise to Sikhs which they gave before
1947.In fact in America Sikhs can speak with their own identity in a way they can't do in India.
Hindus and Sikhs in north America has no divide. It is DANAM.,s creative Mission statement
and persons like you who are creating this gaps. It will also slowly change the historical facts
about pioneer Sikhs in North America.

In two world wars, a total of 169,700 Indians died out of which 83,005 were turbaned Sikhs
.Sikh Gadar Movement is only a small part of Stockton and Vancouver Gurudwara’s history,
whereas Sikhs played larger roles in India's freedom, which remains unrecognized till today. Our
aim is to highlight the role of Sikhs who have been accommodating other Indians for regaining
and reorganizing lost national unity. Sikhs sacrificed and contributed, in all phases of the Indian
Independence movement, more than other Indians nationals though they comprise only about
two percent of total Indian population. According to the statistical record: (I) Out of 121 persons
hanged to death, 93 were Sikhs, (ii) Out of 2644 persons awarded the sentence for transportation
of life, 2147 were Sikhs, (iii) Out of 1300 persons killed at Jallianwala Bagh, Punjab,799 were
Sikhs, (iv) Out of 42,000 persons of Indian National Army, 21000 were Sikhs, (v) On Kamagata
Maru, out of a total 376 passengers, 346 were Sikh. Gadri Sikhs had a vision of secular
nationalism, perhaps a republican nationalism. similar to that of the United States.

But, what did Sikhs get for their selfless and patriotic role in Indian freedom movement?. They
received communal nationalism and lost their unique identity under article 25(Section IIb) of
The Constitution of India.

Evidence shows Indians pioneers (majority Sikhs) fought peaceful constitutional means, formed
many Hindustani societies, and made armed rebellion and explosive plans from 1907-1914 on




the West Coast. Six newspapers supporting Indian freedom were in circulation prior to ’-)/>
November 1913. Twenty Nine Sikh religious preachers (also known as Granthis) and 25
Gurudwaras around the globe including in India and Punjab participated in this movement. No
Vedanta center participated in this movement although New York. Chicago and San Francisco
centers existed at that time. The buildings of Rama Krishna Vedanta centers New York and
Chicago from 1902.Sanfrancisco Rama Krishna Vedanta center: 2963 Webster street 1905. No
political activity against British noted in Vedanta centers. On the contrary In 1913 on January 6th
Hopkinson landed in Sanfransisco and met British council Carnegie Ross and MN Guhal an
Indian got details of anti-British activity. Swami Trigunatita reported the details of Hardyal.s
Celebration On Christmas day( Harding Bombing case in Dec 1912 in new Delhi). The evidence
shows that Gadar Movement between 1907-1918 on the west coast of North America was a
Primarily inspired by Sikh thought. Scholars must take into consideration the concept of Sikh
Martyrdom along with colonial and pre-colonial Sikh History. Based on above evidence it is
affirmed that this movement characterized by British as War against King/Sikh Ghadr in fact was
an International War against politically awakened Sikhs and their sympathizers 1907-1918. It
was the first declared Indian freedom war fought by majority international Sikhs also known
Sikh Gadar. Please note my study is referring to Sikh Inspiration influence on this Indian
freedom Movement. It was not a religious movement. Communist influence in this movement is
late phenomenon after 1922-1927 as is clearly supported by own writings of Sohan Singh josh
and rattan Singh Ajnala. From 1905- 1913 in Europe Shyamaji Krishna Varma,s Arya Smaj
thought, Veer Savarkar,s Abhinava Bharat thought and Bhikaiji Cama & Sardar Singh Rana,s
Social Democratic thought could not produce any international mass movement in Europe. .
Evidence shows that the teachings of Sikh Gurus strongly motivated the consciousness of these
Gadarites in west coast of North America along with racial discrimination in employment,
finance, civic matters, senseof public humiliation, nagging immigration restrictions and their
ultimate exclusion, which compelled them to reimagine their status in light of the Queen’s
proclamation of 1858.

3. We have requested DANAM to send us telephone contact and Email addresses of all scholars
who participated and prepared this Mission statement for DANAM. We will like to further
correspond with them for academic discourse. You can join them when we all meet for academic
discussion.

4. Will await reply of our question on mission statement from DANAM,s interpretation on Sikh
religion based on Guru Granth Sahib which is primary source of Sikh religion. May be you can
give your input on this issue also by quotes from primary source?.

5. Religion is personal. "Let the people enjoy and practice and propagate their own respective
religions" Thru IRS Code 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Code. We know lot of scholars who are funded by
DANAM,s Nonprofit source will be effected by this debate. I hope you are not on of them.

6. Sikhs will join any form where Sikh religion will be defined as "Sikhism as original distinct
and revealed religion"

7. Issue raised by you or by DANAMS on Sikhism is not knew.The problem is methodology of
interpretation. Growing secularism and encroachment on religions field by non- ontological
disciplines. Please read and will discuss when we meet after clicking our opinion on issues in
Sikh studies pages 11-22
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Sincerely
Jasbir Singh Mann MD California

From: Anju <anjupbhargava@gmail.com>

To: jasbirmann <jasbirmann@aol.com>

Cc: ritadsherma <ritadsherma@aol.com>; rpgandhi <rpgandhi@optonline.net>; ravi
<ravi@stcnet.com>; a.deepak <a.deepak@Taksha.org>; contact <contact@danam-web.org>;
dilipsarkarster <dilipsarkarster@gmail.com>; mahendra <mahendra@mec.cuny.edu>; amandair
<amandair@umich.edu>; balbinder.bhogal <balbinder.bhogal@hofstra.edu>

Sent: Thu, Feb 14, 2013 6:08 am

Subject: Re: Removing Sikh References from Website

Hi All
Namaste

With a desire to build bridges of understanding i am sharing some of my thoughts

1. In America we as all minorities.

2. We have a shared cultural and historic past

3. We have very similar issues

4. We are all people of eastern traditions and no one is usurping the identity of another

5. Would it not be helpful if we collaborate with each other while respecting each individual
tradition

6. Abrahamic traditions have come together and are promoting each other. Can the dharma
traditions not do this. It does not make one more dominant than the other. Today one group is
taking the lead tomorrow another. Whoever has access can bring others along.

7. Many Hindus like me try to bring all dharma traditions into the forefront as we did with the
White House.

8. I think mixing Indian politics and Indian government activities with Hindus especially in
America is counterproductive. My opinion - In India Hindus are not so empowered. In fact in
America Hindus can speak with their own identity in a way they can't in India. I hope the Hindus
and Sikhs can build a bridge and reduce this tension. Honestly I was not even aware of the hurt
feelings of the Sikhs until this past month. I and our Hindu team tried so hard to work with them.
In fact for our August 3rd conference at the White House we brought Valerie Kaur and honored
Major Khalsi because we wanted Sikh brethren to know your pain is our pain. Then August 5 th
happened and we all became Sikh. Most of the youth there were Hindu and Jain. But Valerie saw
them as Sikh and we stood with her at that time. You can read our blog in huffington post.

Today we are working with homeland security to better self protect ourselves. Personally I and
our Hindu team helped the nj homeland security in reaching out to the south Asian community
for the past 2 years. Then after August 3rd we focused on the Sikh community and helped
strengthen the gurudwara effort. Now the strategy developed with the Sikh community is shared
with Hindu and we welcomed them in the temple on January 26th and learnt from them. No one
was disrespectful. In fact we all wanted to help. And are working together to help the poor. After
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August 3rd shooting all across America temples prayed and reached out to the Sikh community. ©_~
That is the spirit we should grow and spread. Not the past which is certainly not the future our
children see and want.

Can we not better understand and work together and create a dharma identity just like the
Abrahamic one? Can we not find common ground? And build our communities in America?

In peace and dharma

Anju

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 14, 2013, at 1:57 AM, jasbirmann@aol.com wrote:

Respected Dr. Sherma,trustees and officers of DANAM,

1.Thanks for your decision to remove all Sikh references from DANAM web site.

2. Please email me the telephone and Email addresses of all scholars who participated and
prepared this Mission statement for DANAM.We will like to further correspond with them for
academic discourse.

3. Let me reiterate again that Religion is personal. "Let the people enjoy and practice and
propagate their own respective religions" Thru IRS Code 501(c)(3) Non profit Code.

4.Sikhs will join any form where Sikh religion will be defined as "Sikhism as original distinct
and revealed religion"

5.DANAM Mission statement appears to be an academic tool and new creative idea for scholars
and North American public for absorption of Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists into Hindu fold. This
debate is going on in India Since 1949 and still going on and will go on untill remedied. See
attachment.

Jasbir Singh Mann MD

From: Rita Sherma <ritadsherma@aol.com>

To: jasbirmann <jasbirmann@aol.com>

Sent: Wed, Feb 13,2013 7:48 pm

Subject: Removing Sikh References from Website

Dear Respected Dr. Mann,
Thank you for communications. The good news is that the academic scholars of
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DANAM, out of respect for the Sikh community, have already decided to remove all
references to Sikhism from the website.

We are only waiting for the web-technician, who is the person who can make any
changes, to return from Europe in about three weeks. All references to Sikhism
will be removed at that time.

Later, you may like to talk personally to some of the principals of the academic
association for deeper dialogue to help inspire understanding of the
perspectives of the Sikh community.

Many thanks for your helpful explanations of the history and foundations of the
Sikh experience. As per our conversation, no disrespect was meant.

Best wishes,

R. Sherma
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The word ‘Sikh’, as we know, is the Punjabised form of the Sanskrit word shishya. meaning
a disciple or a learncr, cspecially a secker of truth. It came to be used for the disciples of
Guru Nanak Dev and his nine spiritual successors who graced humanity from 1469 to 1703
A.D. in the Indian subeontinent. Thus, their religion, called Sikhism, literally means the path
of discipleship and the new-way of life tanght by them.

Their [aith is the youngest and the most modern of the world’s religions. 1t originated in
Punjab, the land of Five Rivers, about five centurics ago, during the Muslim rule of Lodhis
followed soon after by that of the Mughals in India.

11

Soon after the passing away, in 1708, of the Tenth Master, Guru Gobind Singh, the Mughal
Lmperor, Bahadur Shah, issued an imperial ordinance on the 10th of December 1710 from
Delhi to “kill and finish them (the Sikhs) wherever they were found,” |1} ordering thus their
wholesale destruction. That royal proclamation, outlawing the Sikhs and sceking their com-
plete annihilation, was repeated by Emperor Farrukh Siyar, and it remained in force for three
long years in all parts of the Mughal Empire. *According to it, every Sikh or Nanakpanthi,
wlierever seen, was to be immediately arrested. He was to be offered only one alternative,
cither Islam or the sword, He was to be executed there and then withoul any hesitation or loss
of time. A schedule of valuable rewards was proclaimed. For every Sikh head Rs. 25/- were Lo
be given, and for a Sikh captive a sum of Rs. 100/- was to be awarded. Their pretty girls were
o be reduced to Concubines, and others were to be made maidservants. When a Muslim died.
his grave was to be dug by the Sikhs or their Ilindu sympathiscrs. For begar (unpaid labour),
in place of cobblers, Sikhs were to be employed. The Emperor’s orders were strictly obeyed
The Governors of Sarhind, Lahore and Jarnmu tried to surpass one another in persecution
of the Sikhs in order to win the goodwill of Farrukh Siyar.”|2] Tater, in 1716, according to
Syed Mohmnmad Latif, ‘ The Governor (of Punjab), Yahya Khan. issued a proclamation for a
general massacre of all Sikhs, wherever they could be found. Death was to be the punishiment
of all persons who invoked the name of Guru Gobind (Singh), and a reward was offered for
the heads of Sikhs, Thousands were put to death daily, and their heads brought belore the
Subedar of Lahore for reward.”[3] It was reported, on three occasions, to the authorities that
the Sikhs had been exterminated root-and-branch. The Afghan invader. Ahmad Shah Abhdali,
during his invasion of India in 1762 and his continued campaign of the Sikhs™ extermination,
killed about twenty five thousand of them[4] in a single day’s battle.|5] Besides, he ransacked
their capital (viz. Amritsar), blew up their Marimandar (the Temple of God. better known
as Golden Temple), and descerated its Sudhasar (sacred pool) with blood, bones and entrails
ol cows, ete., and had it filled up with debris.|6]
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With the establishment, in 1849, of the British rule in Punjab, Dr Ernest Trumpp. a German
missionary, appointed by Her Majesty's Government to translate the sacred Sikh seriptures,
asserted in 1877 that “Sikhisin is a waning religion that will soon belong to history.” [7]
Joginder Nath Bhattacharya rather prophesied in 1896 that ‘Under British rule, Siklism is
fast losing ils vitality and is drifting towards amnalgamation with the Hindu faith. In the
course of a fow more gencrations, Sikhism is likely to be superseded by one of those forms
ol Vaishnavism which alone have the best chance of success among a subject nation in times
of profound and undisturbable peace.” (8] Max Arthur Macauliffe also apprehended such a
danger of amalgamation or absorption, when he observed. first in his cssays and papers
(1881-1906),|9] and later in his magnum opus (1909) : “Truly wonderful are the strength
and vitality of TTinduism. Tt is like the boa constrictor of the Tndian forests. When a petty
enemy appears to worry it. it winds round its opponent, erushes it in its folds, and finally
causes it Lo disappear in its capacious interior. In this way, many centuries ago, Hinduisin
on its own ground disposed of Buddhism which was largely a Hindu reformation; in this
way, in a pre-historic period, it absorbed the religion of the Scythian invaders of Northern
India; in this way, it is disposing of the reformed and once hopeful religion of Baba Nanak.
Hinduism has embraced Sikhism in its folds; the still comparatively young religion is making a
vigorous struggle for life, but its ultimate destruction is, it is apprehended, inevitable without
state support,”[10] Gokul Chand Narang posing a sclf-prophetising question and answoering
it himself in a self-righteons manner, stated in 1912, *What is their (the Sikhs) future? Tt is
anything but dark. Tlowever, it is apparent that the best days of the Khalsa are altogether
hehind.”[11]

During the all-out crusade of extermination against its adherents (who are casily recogniz-
able by their strikingly distinetive appearance sporting unshorn hair and colourful headgear)
immediately before and after the partition of India and the creation of Pakistan on the 15th
August 1917, thousands of them (the Sikhs) were killed at sight. The rest were uprooted, en
masse, from their homes, lands and historic shrines; and were deprived of all other belongings
in an unprecedented way.[12)]

The horrendous holocaust reduced nearly half of their thriving community to a homeless,
landless and scething refugee population.  So much so that of all other persons, one of its
own followers, Khushwant Singh, while prefacing his first book about them and their faith,
observed in 1953 1 “The chicf reason for my writing an account. of my people is the melancholy
thought that contemporary with my labours are being written the last chapters of the story
of the Sikhs. By the end of the century, the Sikhs themselves will have passed into oblivion.
Before that happens, it is proper that some estimate of their religion, history, traditions
and political and cultural achievements should be made by someone identified with them by
faith and association.” [13] Gokul Chand Narang, a staunch Arya-Saniajist, came out in 1960
with another self-fulfilling statement asserting that the * Sikhs have no political future as an
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independent community.” [14] Fourteen years later, another highly learned Sikh, Kapur Singh.
stated while concluding his speech on Tth of October 1974 at Vancouver: “While as Canadian
citizens. the Sikhs may look forward to a hopeful and bright future; in India. their historic
homeland, they now face the basic problems of their identity and existence, since the control
ol their own history has been snatched out of their own hands and their historical potential
has been submerged and throttled. And 1 add that the Sikhs want to live, as all living Chings
do not want to die.”[15]

Ouly ten years after that last pronouncement, the Sikhs had to face still another holocaust
in 1984, only thirty-seven years after the independence of India: for the attainment of which
their sullerings, sacrilices and contribution far exceeded Cheir numerical strenglh in their
motherland. [16] T'his too involved not only a multi-pronged attack on their historic shrines
and institutions,[17] but also a genocidal campaign to slaughter thousands of innocent Sikhs,
disgracing their women and burning their properties all over India, not accounted for to this
date. (18]

But in spite of such recurrent persccution and treacherous onslaughts perpetrated on this
religion by the rulers and the foreign invaders as well as the ongoing challenges and intimi-
dating prophesics about its absorption. assimilation or disappearance, Sikhism has stood its
ground and withstood all tests of the time. All nefarious efforts made from time-to-time to
suppress. subjugate or exterminate it have gone up in smoke. All prophets of doom who
predicted its extinetion had to bite the bullet and their prophesies have proven totally wrong,
Fven ‘the boa constrictor has failed to swallow it,”[19] The fact remains that it has not
only survived, but is very much here to stay. Its followers are flourishing now in even larger
nwmbers, not only in Punjab, its homeland, and in all other parts of India, but also in cvery
part of the world. Despile various limitations, such as their ‘stateloss status’ - Lhe Sikhs
have achicved a far greater success in all walks of life, contributing a lot to the progress of
the communitics they live in and wiclding “an influence much in excess of their numerical
strength”[20] everywhere in the world. So much so that according to the renowned historian
Arnold Toynbee, “they are the burliest men on the face of the planct, tough and capable, and
slightly grim. Tf human life survives the present chapter of man’s history, the Sikhs for sure,
will still be on the map.”|21]

I11

This is s0 and shall remain thus, because the Sikhs, in spite of being about two percent of the
population of India, their country of origin, profess one of the ‘higher religions’ of the World
which is not only an original, distinct and independent faith, but is also an autonomous,
complete and dynamic religion, born of a direct and definitive revelation like other major
religions of the world. Tt is primary in its source and pure in its contents.
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The authenticity of its dogmas. simplicity of its beliefs, exalted moval code, internal vigour,
tenacity of purpose and sustained heroisin together with the religious zeal, spiritual energy.
nnshakable faith and indomnitable spirit as well as the enterprising and self-sacrificing nature
of its followers have kept it intact and firm on its ground in many such erises during its 500
plis year-old history, raising it up again with greater strength and better prospects after every
atlempt. (o annihilate it

\Y

Those who have not been able to study Sikhism properly or objectively, or have been unable
to wderstand rightly its nature, origin, essence, psyche and spirit, have offen described it
wrongly or misleadingly.

Some of them. like Fstlin Carpenter, have considered it not an original and distinet, but an
eclectic and ‘composed’ religion, maintaining that. “the movement of Nanak which culminated
in the formation of a kind of church nation. was fed from two sources and attempted to
establish a religion combining the higher clements of Hinduism and islam alike.” [22] According
to Rev. F. Heiler, too, it is “a pure and clevated religion in which the best of Hinduism
and the best of Islam unite. Many clements of the religion come near the central truths of
Christianity, though these glimpses of revelation are indeed blurred by the strong influence of
Vedantic pantheisin and Tslamic fatalism. Above all, the element which robs the teaching of
the Granth (its sacred seripture, Guru Granth Sahib) of any creative power is its eclecticism,
its continned oscillation hetween theism and pantheisim.” (23] Tn the words of Khushwant Singh.
“Sikhismn was born out of a wedlock between Hinduism and Islam.” [24] 16 is “a synthesis of
these two faiths.”]25] According to Bhattacharya, it may be described briefly as a * Hinduized
form of Mahomedanism or a Mahomedinized form of Hinduism. . . . is a mixture of Hinduism
and Mahomedanism minus circumcision and cow-killing, and plus faith in the Sikh Gurus.
sven in outward appearance, a Sikh with his short trousers, flowing beard, forchead free from
paint and neck without beads, looks more like a Mohammedan than a ITindu. The only visible
sign by which he may be distinguished is the iron ring which he wears on the wrist.”{26] The
Time magazine has recently described him as “a member of a casteless religion that combines
clements of Hinduism and Islam, but scorns the caste system of the Hindus and the storical
expansionism of the Musliins.”|27)

Some others, like Frederic Pincott. have also tried to identify Sikhism with Mohammadanism.
According to him, “the religion of Nanak was really intended as a compromise between TTin-
duism and Muhammadanisim. if it may not even be spoken of as the religion of a Mohan-
madan.” Concluding his article on Sikhism, included in the Dictionary of Islan, he observed,
‘It is enough for the purpose of this article to have established the fact that Sikhism, in
its inception, was intimately associated with Muhammadanism and that it was intended as a
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means of bridging the gulf which separated the Tindus from the believers in the Prophet.” [28]
Tara Chand has even gone to the extent of asserting that  Nanak took the Prophet of Islam
as his model and his teaching was naturally deeply coloured by this fact.”[29]

Sri Rajagopalachari has deseribed the Sikhs as “no better than uncircumecised Mussalmans.”
Ascribing the theistic character of Sikhism to the influence of Tslam. Monier Williams has
stated, *Nanak was partially Tslamised. to the extent at least of denouncing idolatry.” [31]
G.T. Baltany has also mentioned this religion ‘having been largely influenced by the grow-
ing Mohammadanisin.” [32] But the Muslimn writers, like Maulvi Insha Ulla Khan, 33] Maulvi
Muhammnad Ali[34], Khawaja Hasan Nizami,[35] and Shaikh Muhammad Yasul[36], have gone
a step Turther even by claiming Guru Nanak as a great, Muslim Fakir who, according to them,
taught a rcligion which in itsclf was a form of Muhammadanism. [37]

30]

On the other hand. according to Ernest Trumpp, ‘Sikhism has only an accidental relation-
ship with Muhammadanism. It is a mistake if Nanak is represented as having endeavoured 1o
unite the Hinduw and Muhammadan idea about God. Nanak remained a thorough Hinduw ac-
cording to all his views.” [38] “Although precipitated by Islam,” asserts Gokul Chand Narang,
‘Sikhism owes nothing to that religion. It is, on the other hand, a phase of Hindu religious
revival, and has in consequence retained all essential features of real Tlinduism.” [39] Mahatma
Gandhi has even claimed that the Sikhs are a part of the ITindu community. The Granth
Sahih is filled with the TTindu spirit and the TTindu legends. and millions of Thindus believe in
Guru Nanak.”|10] Gandhi, records Archer, “acknowledged that he had met some Sikhs who
held themselves distinet from Hindus, but intimated that Lie would be pleased to find that

the separate tendency is confined to only a very few Sikhs and that. the general body regard
themselves as Hindus,” [41] thus paving the way for Sikhism to be labelled as an oll-shool of
Hinduisin.

There are still others who, like Muhamnad Akbar, have even denied the distinet identity
and separate entity of Sikhism by asserting that * Gura Nanak did not enunciate any new
religion, but only wanted to reform Hinduism.”[42].  According to Guru Datt also, it is
dillicult to say whether Sikhs have any separate or distinet religion of their own. The faith
they profess is the basis of the present-day Arya-Samaj.|43] Nirad C. Chaudhuri has also
identified Sikhism with Hinduism and has described it as one of its different forms, [44]

According to some others, like Marian Smith, Sikhism is a religious synthesis. She “linds a
similarity between the reforms of Guru Nanak and those of Martin Luther. She calls Sikhisn a
rcligious synthesis, pointing out that Guru Nanak offered a doctrinal synthesis which answered
the challenge of Islam, and aimed at the foundations of the top-heavy Brahminical social
structure.” |45)
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But those who have studicd Sikhism and have understood its origin, growth and gospel have
proclaimed, in the words of Duncan Greenlees, the celebrated author of the World Gospel
Series. that ¢ Sikhism is no disguised Ilindu seet, hut an independent revelation of the Truth of
all scets; it is no variant of Muslim teaching ... It too is a distinct religion like the other great
religions of the world ... The Sikh is not a ITindu or a Muslim; he is the disciple of the one
Bternal Gurn.”|16] According to Edward Bittencourt, ‘Sikhism is a wholly new, original and
genuinely monotheistic religion. 1t is an independent. religion which naturally nay be said to
have a background of Hinduism and Islan, much as Christianity has a background of Judaisin,
and Judaism has a background of Akhnatonism and Zoroastrianism and previous Sciilic
Paganism.” [47) M.A. Macaulifle, who devoted thirty long years to its study and rescarch and
produced a six-volume monumental work about its prophets. scripture, tradition, cte., had
alrcady stated, while introducing to the West this religion and its founder as follows: * Guru
Nanak was not a pricst cither by birth or education, but a man who soared to the lofticst
heights of divine emotionalism, and exalted his mental vision to an ethical ideal beyond the
conception of Tlindn or Muhammadan. The illustrious author of Vie de Jesus asks whether
great. originality will again arise, or the world be content to follow the path opened by (he
daring creators of ancient ages. Now there is here presented a religion totally wnaflected
by Semitic or Christian influcnces. Based on the concept of the unity of God, il rejected
Hindu formulations and adopted an independent cthical system, ritual, and standards, which
were totally opposed to theological belicls of Guru Nanak’s age and country.”[48] Hence,
he asserted, ‘Tt would be difficult to point to a religion of greater oviginality or to a more
comprehensive ethical system.”[49] According to R.C. Majumdar too, the founder of this
new and distinet religion, ‘cut himself adrift from all associations with prevailing sectarian
religions.” |50)

It even fell away from allegiance to their respective codes, and developed its own, as observed
by Sir Lepel Griffin in 1870: ¢ The Sikhs had abandoned the Hindu faith and with it the system
of law which is the basis of the faith and which was inseparable from it. For a hundred and fifty
years they had been governed as far as chiefships were concerned. by another code altogether,
and it was as reasouable for them to refer to Manu and the Shasiras as the source of legal
authority, as it would have been for Mohaninedans who had embraced Sikhism to appeal to
the shariat.”)51] So much so that in the words of Prof. Indubhushan Banerjee, it *forged ils
own weapon. hedged itself hehind newer forms and customs, in short, developed individuality
of its own.” |52]

And this is what Guru Arjun Dev. the holy compiler of its sacred scripture, Guru Granth
Sahib. has himsclf stated in unambiguous terms as long back as in 1604 A.D.
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T observe neither fasting (like a ITindu).

nor the month of austerity (like a Muslim).

For T serve God alone.

Who saves all at the last.

Gosain of the Hindus and Allal of the Muslims are one (o me.
I have broken free from Hindus as from Muslims.
Neither I go to Mccea to perform Hajj (like Muslims),
nor | perform worship at pilgrim places of Hindus.

I serve only the sole Lord (i.e., God) and no other.

I neither perform the [lindu worship.

nor say the Muslim prayer.

I bow to the One Formless Lord in my heart.

We are neither Hindus nor Musalmans,

Our body and soul belong to the One Supreme Being,
Who alone is both Ram and Allah for us.[53]

A contemporary historian, Mobid Zulfigar Ardistani (popularly known as Shaikh Mohsin
Fani), who happened Lo stay with his son and successor, Guru Hargobind, at Kiratpur Sahib,
and who had been the first non-Sikh writer to record an account of the Sikhs and Sikhism of
thosc days, and that too based on first-hand information, has recorded his statement in his
famous work on comparative study of religions, entitled Dabistan-i-Mazahib, compiled in 1654
AD. Opcning his chapter on the subject. Mohsin Fani obscrves “the Nanak Panthis who are
known as the Sikhs of the Gurus. have no faith in idols and temples of idols.”[54] Proceeding
further, he states “They do not read the mantras of the Tlindus. They do not venerate their
temples or idols, nor do they esteem their avtars. They have no regard for the Sanskrit
langnage which, according to the Hindus, is the speech of the angels.|55] Indicating (Guru
Nanak's own attitude towards avtars and divinities. he tells that Guru Nanak did not believe
in divinitics and incarnations. ‘Just as he praised the Mohammadans, so has he praised the
incarnations and the gods and goddesses of the Hindus. But he considered them all to be the
created (makhlug) and not the Creator (khalig). He denied the doctrines of Halcol (i.c. direct
descent from or incarnation of God), and [itihed (i.c., dircet union of the All-pervading God
with any particular body).”|56]

Bhai Gurdas. the amanuensis who wrote the Holy Granth at the dictation of Guru Arjun,
was himself a great scholar and writer, and his ballads and couplets arc regarded as the ‘key’
to the understanding of the Sikh scriptures, tencts, practices, cte., has categorically stated:
The Guru's Panth is distinct. And cannot be mixed with others. |57
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Basine his conclusion on numerous references and statements contained therein, Owen Cole
has therefore observed. *TTinduism at all levels is rejected and replaced by the practices which
have come to be the essential part of Sikh ceremonial nse of the Adi Granth and celebration
ol the anniversaries of the Gurus (gurpurbs).” 58]

Qazi Nur Muhammad who came to India from Baluchistan in the invaders train to record
the events of the seventh (dt. 1764) invasion of Ahmad Shah Abdali, and who completed his
“invaluable” [59] Jang Namah in 1765, has also expressed similar views which are based upon
his personal observations and close contacts. Speaking of the religion of the Sikhs against
whom the said expedition had been organised. Nur Muhammad tells us that religiously they
were absolutely separate [rom Hindus:

The Sikhs are the disciples of the Guru and that august Guru lived at Chal (Am-
vitsar). The ways and manners of these people received their impetus from Nanak
who showed those Sikhs a separate path (i.c., taught them a distinet religion). Te
was succeeded by Gobind Singh from whom they received the title of ‘Singh.” They
are not from amongst the Hindus, and have a separate religion of their own.|60]

J.D. Cunningham (1812-1851), who happened to be the first-ever Westerner to write and
publish in 1849 the first full-fledged history of Sikhism after fighting fierce and decisive battles
with its followers, therefore, observed in 1849: “The last apostle of the Sikhs did not live to
sce his own ends accomplished, but he effectually roused the dormant energies of a vanquished
people. and filled them with a lofly, although fitlul, longing for social [reedom and national
ascendancy, the proper adjuncts of that purity of worship which had been preached by Nanak.
Gobind saw what was yet vital, and he relumed it with Promethean fire.” The result of the
miracle that the Tenth Master wrought, tells Cunningham, is that, “A living spirit. possesses
the whole Sikh people. and the impress of (Guru) Gobind (Singh) has not only clevated and
altered the constitution of their minds, but has also operated materially and given amplitude
to their physical frames. The features and external form of a whole people have been modified,
and a Sikh Chief is not more distingnishable by his stately person and free and manly bearing
than a minister of his faith is by a lofty thoughtfuluess of look which marks the fervours of
his soul, and his persuasion of the near presence of the Divinity.” Asserting that the people
marked by such high spirits and changed features belonged to a distinet faith, altogether
different even from that of their other countrymen, Cunningham added ‘ Notwithstanding
these changes, it has been usual to regard the Sikhs ag essentially Hindus, and they doubtless
are so in language and everyday customs, for Gobind (Singh) did not fetter his disciples with
political systems or codes of municipal laws; yet in religious faith and worldly aspirations
they are wholly different from other Tndians, and they are bound together by a community
of inward sentiment and outward object unknown elsewhere. But the misapprehension need
not, surprise the public nor condemn our scholars, when it is remembered that the learned
Greeks and Romans misunderstood the spirit of those humble nien who obtained a new
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life by baptisin. Tacitus and Suetonius regarded the early Christians as a mere Jewish seet,
they failed to perceive the fandamental difference and to appreciate the latent energy and real
excellence of that doetrine which has added dignity and purity to the modern civilization.” [61]
Sir Charles Eliot acclaimed it therefore, as * a religion of special interest (to mankind), since it
has created not only a political socicty, but also customs so distinetive that those who profess
it. rank in common csteem as a scparate race.” [62] Guru Gobind Singh’s *ordinances”, he
added, “were successful in creating a nation.” |63]

I3

Recognizing and acelaiming this amazing fact of history. the Sage-Scholar of Pondicherry,
Sir Aurobindo. has similarly obscrved: “A more striking instance was the founding of the Sikh
religion, its long line of Gurus and the novel direction and form given to it by Guru Gobind
Singh in the democratic institution of Khalsa.”64] lixplaining it carlicr, he has stated: “The
Sikh Khalsa was an astonishingly original and novel creation, and its face was turned not
to the past but to the future.”|65) Nirmal Kumar Jam has likewise asscrted that those who
consider this religion as an off-shoot of Islam “are as mistaken as those who think Sikhism to
be an off-shoot of TTinduism. Like every original religion, it is born of a direct revelation. It is
not based on any seripture. As it does not derive from any established creed, it does not fight
any preceding religion.”[66] In the same vein, maintains Ishwari Prasad thal “Gurn Nanak
declared that there was no Hindu or Mussalman. He set aside the Vedas and the Quran, and
asked Lis followers to repeat the name of God.”|67] Hence, said Dorothy Ficld, “Pure Sikhisim
is [ar above dependence on Hindu ritual. A reading of the Granth strongly suggesls that
Sikhism should be regarded as a new and separate world religion, rather than a reformed seet

of the indus.[68]

11, is similarly not a scet or a form of Muhammadanism. It is neither a mixture of hoth nor a
compilation of good points sclected from the Hindu and Muslim faiths. 1t has not been formed,
as alleged above, by combining some rational and acceptable rituals, beliefs and dogmas of
the [lindus and Muslims, “The teachings of Guru Nanak have,” says Geoffrey Parrinder,
the eminent author of the Werld Religicns, “commonly been represented as a syneretic blend
of Tlindu tradition and Muslim belief. This is a gross simplification. and when expressed in
torms of a ixture of Tlinduism and Tslam. it must be totally rejected. The teachings of
Gurn Nanak do indecd represent a synthesis, but the elements which constitute the synthesis
can never be delined. however loosely, as Hindwism and Islam.” [69] Thas, Sikhism can, in no
way, be termed as an cclectic religion, composed of selections made from variows systemms,
doctrines, sources, cte.

The order of the Khalsa “from its very birth has claimed the status of a new Way of
Life. the Third Panth. a separate community, and distinct people from the two Ways of Life,
already known and largely practiced by the peoples of East and West and the inhabitants of
India: the Way of the Aryans, represented by Hinduism and its heterodox forms. Buddhisin
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and Jamism: and the Semitic Way of Life, represented primarily by the Christians and the
Mussulmans.” |70]* That such was the unambiguons claim made for his new order of the Khalsa
by the Guru (Gobind Singh) himself, cannot be in doubt., as the Guru's own assertions on this
point amply support the testimony ol the contemporary non-Sikh historians and writers,”[71]

This is also quite clear from the proclamation he made in the great gathering of the Sikhs
at, Anandpur Sahib soon after initiating the first five members of the Order of the Khalsa,
knighting them as Singhs and calling them his Beloved Ones, on the historic Vaisakhi day
of the 30th March, 1699. ‘According to the Persian historian Ghulam Muhi-ud-Din, the
uewswriter of the period, sent to the Emperor (Aurangzeb) a copy of the Gurn's address
(which) is dated the first of Vaisakh Samvat 17656 (AD. 1699). and is as follows”|72):

1 wish you all to embrace one creed and follow one path. rising above all differences
of the religions as now practised. Let the four ITindu castes, who have different
rules laid down for them in the Shastras, abandon them altogether, and adopting
the way of mutual help and co-operation, mix freely with one another. Tet no
one deem himsell superior to another. Do not follow the old scriptures. Let none
pay heed to the Ganga and other places of pilgrimage which arc considered (o be
holy in the Hindu religion, or worship the Hindu deitics such as Rama, Krishna,
Brahma and Durga; but all should cherish faith in the teachings of Guru Nanak
and his successors. Let men of the four castes reccive my baptism (of the Double-
adged Sword). Bat of the same vessel, and feel no aloofness from or contempt for
one another.|73)

'The newswriter of the Mughal Court who was present there on the occasion, when forward-
ing this proclamation to his master, submitted his own report: ¢ When the Guru had thus
addressed the crowd, several Brahming and Khatris stood up, and said that they accepted the
religion of Guru Nanak and of the other Gurus. Others, on the contrary, said that they would
never accept any religion which was opposed to the teachings of the Vedas and the Shas-
tras. and that they would not renounce at the bidding of a boy. the ancient faith which had
descended to them from their ancestors. Thus, though several refused to accept the Guru's
religion. about twenty thousand men stood up and promised to obey hin, as they had the
fullest faith in his divine mission.”|74] About cighty thousand men, say Ahunad Shah Batalia
and Bute Shah, received the Baptism of the Double-edged Sword and joined the Order of the
IKhalsa during the first foew days.[75] Their names were changed, and “they were given one
family name ‘Singh’ for thenceforth their father was Gobind Singh (so renamed after his own
baptism), their mother Sahib Devan, and their place of birth Anandpur, The baptism sym-
bolised a vebirth, by which the initiated renounced their previous occupations (krit nash) for
that of working for God: severed their family ties (kul nash) to become the family of Gobind:
rejected their earlier creeds (dharma nash) for the creed of the Khalsa: gave up all rituals
(karamn nash) save that sanctioned by the Sikh faith: and stopped believing in superstition

11 of 34 3/2/2013 5:30 PM



sikhism_an_original.pdf http://www.esikhs.com/articles/sikhism_an_original.pdf

a4

11

(Eharam nash) for belief in One God. Five emblems were prescribed for the Khalsa. They
were to wear their hair and beard unshorn (kesh); they were to carry a comb (kangha) in the
hair to keep it tidy; they were always to wear a knee-length pair of breeches (Aach), worn by
soldiers of the times: they were to carry a steel bangle (kara) on their right wrist; and they
were (o be ever armed with a sabre (kirpan). o addition to these five emblems, the converts
were 1o observe four rules of conduct (rahif) nol to ent any hair on any part of their body:
pot to smoke or chew tobacco, or consume alcoholic drinks; not to cat an animal which had
been slaughtered by being bled to death, as was customary with the Muslims, but cat only
jhatka meat, where the animal had been despatched with one blow, and not to molest the
person of Muslim women. At the end of oathtaking. the Guru hailed the converts with a new
form of greeting

Wahequru ji ka Khalsa
Wahegquru gt ki Fateh
“IIail the Khalsa who belongs to Lord God!
ITail the Tord God to Whom belongs the victory!” |76]

The very first ordinance issued by the Founder of the Khalsa to the Sikh congregations
throughout the subcontinent, Kabul and Ghazni confirms the above,[77] and this definition
of the Khalsa corroborates all that further as under in his own words:

‘He whose mind dwells, night and day,

On the Ever-cflulgent Light.,

And never swerves from the thought of one God;
e who is full of love for God and faith in TTim,
And believes not, even mistakenly,

In fasting and worship of the graves of Muslims
Or sepulchres of Hindus;

He who recognises the one God and not another,
And does not believe in pilgrimages,

Ceremonial acts of mercy

And charity, penances and austeritics;

And he whose heart is illumined within

By the Light of the Perfect One,

ITe is to be recognised then

As a pure member of the Order of the Khalsa.” |78)

All that ushered in a complete break with the past of all those who joined the Order of the
Khalsa. Tt also marked ‘the culmination which had crowned Guru Nanak’s revelation.” 79
It. also pronounced the complete independence and distinctiveness of the Sikh religion. * That
such has been the stout belief, and the basic impulse of the Sikhs and their history can be
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readily ascertained by any dispassionate person who would take pains to enquire with an open
mind.”[80] TTe or she would surely come to a similar conclusion.

Further authentication to this stance has been duly provided by John Clark Archer, who,
after conducting a critical and comparative study of the Aryan and Semitic religions and recog-
nising the separate entity and identity of Sikhism, has maintained that, “Indeed Sikhism in
itself reveals something of what in the last analysis religion is ... 7 Tt is “an independent and
conspicnous order of its own, with a character worthy of comparison with that of Hindunism
and Islam, and with Christianity in particular ... The five centuries of Sikh history provide
many lessons in human thought and action which are of more than passing value . .. Sikhs may
stand, therefore, as symbols and examples of all who search for God and Truth ... They pre-
scrve among themselves a hardy tradition of religious and political activity, and enjoy among
Hindus, Moslems, Christians and other peoples, an extraordinary prestige.” [81] The dispas-
sionate enquirer would also find like an American convert, Ralph Singh, that the followers
of this distinct faith “have their own Prophets who brought a new divine revelation to carth
which is enshrined in their own sacred scripture, Guru Granth Sahib, regarded as the living
Word of God.”[82] But, a biased enquirer, like Tlew McLeod, who has, according to Justice
Gurdev Singh “attacked most of the Sikh traditions, institutions and beliefs, questioned their
validity and striven to create doubts about others.”[83] would, on the other hand, maintain
on {limsy props and erroncous conclusions that ¢ Sikhism does not deserve much consideration
as it is only a rchash of a minor effete Hindu creed” and that Guru Nanak was not the lounder
ol this religion “as he did not originate a new school of thought or set of tecachings.” Mcleod
has ceven gone to the extent of choosing not to accept the aforesaid account of the birth
of the Khalsa and the five emblems and rules of conduct prescribed for it by Guru Gobind
Singh himself on the Vaisakhi of 1699, ‘not because he finds any evidence to falsify it. but by
simply refusing to believe it,” saying, “Our knowledge of this (18th) century is still limited.
Traditions abound, but so too do compulsive reasons for scepticisin,. What we do know, how-
ever, indicates that traditions relating to the period of Guru Gobind Singh must. be, in some
considerable measure. sct aside. The slate must be wiped clean and must. not he reinscribed
until we have ascertained just what did take place during the cighteenth century.” [84]

V1

But the history and tradition of a religion cannot, and should not be ‘sct aside,” “discarded”
or ‘wiped clean” on the mere suspicions or unjustified scepticism of an ex-employee of a
Christian Mission. Such scepticism is unwarranted particularly in the case of a religion. viz.
Sikhism, which was born just about five centuries back and which has survived so glorionsly
through this eventful period of the modern world in full gaze of history. More so, when it
has been duly recognised not only as an original and distinet, but also as an independent and
autonomous higher religion of the world.
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Besides, as already stated, this is a prophetic religion. Tt is born of a direct and definitive
revelation like all other great and ‘higher religions® of the world, ‘ Instead of drawing authority
and inspiration from any revealed scripture, such as the Hindu Puranas and Smritis, Guru
Nanak depended on his own inystical experience.”[85] The revelation did not also come to
himn as an ‘external inspiration’ (called waht zahir) which “was used for the production of
Quran” during whose process “the mind of Muhammmad was passive and the message, an
external one, was brought to him by Gabricl.”[86] On the other hand, ‘It scems certain,” says
Duncan Greenless, ‘that his (Guru Nanak's) views welled up from the deeps of inspiration
in his own heart and owed little or nothing to what he received from others, cither through
books or through their words.”[87] Guru Nanak himsclf vouchsafed this fact and has himself
recorded those experiences and revelations. received directly from God Thimself, in his own
Lani or revealed word, preserved till today in its original and undefiled form, singling out Iis
religion, thereby, “from. most other great theological systems as regards the anthenticity of
its dogmas.”|88] He has delined this as Khasam-ki- Banz (* Word of the Lord”™) in one hymu,
and Kh Bani Mahan Purakh Ki. (*'This Word of the Supreme Being™) in another.[89]

The spiritnal and religious truths which Guru Nanak preached had been revealed to him
“through a direct encounter with God at some level of consciousness™, and he preached whal
he had been told and tanght by God Himself. He conveyed only those words to the world
which God had wished him to give forth as His divine message, as stated by him in verses
such as the following:

“As the Lord's Word descends to me
So I express it, Lalo !” {90)]

‘T have uttered only what You. 0'Lord! TTave inspired me to utter.” |91]

Guru Nanak has also mentioned in another hymn that he was an ordinary minstrel who
was commissioned and blessed by God with Ilis service. Describing his first audience with
the Supreme Being, the Guru sang aloud thus:

‘T was an idle bard.

God assigned to me a rewarding task,

And commanded me to sing His praises night and day.
He summoned me to His Eternal Mansion,

Bestowed on me the robe of holy laudation,

And feasted me on the holy Name ambrosial

The Supreme Being is attained, says Nanak.

By laudation of the holy Eternal.”[92]
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As is well-known to students of comparative religion, contents of revealed religion are con-
veyed to the people by the Supreme Being through His special messengers, either by calling
themn to His presence, as in the case of Moses, or by communicating His messages to them, as
in the case of Prophet Muhammad. As regards Sikhism, God is stated to have been pleased
to use dircel ways to convey His Words, Laws and Commandments, o its founder,|93] as
stated above by the first Sikh Prophet, Guru Nanak. himself in his own words.

His successors in the Apostolic Lineage have not only endorsed this fact, but have also
recorded their own experiences and andiences, as under, in their respective writings, compiled
in 1604 by the Fifth Master in Guru Granth Sahib, and preserved intact to this day:

I. BY COMMUNICATION:

1. As stated by Guru Amar Das, the Third Master:

‘God is Sole and Supreme,

None is His equal.

1 speak as and when He makes me speak,
My utterance is dirccted by Him.” [94]

2. As confirmed by Guru Ram Das, the Fourth Master:

(i) ‘To Nanak the Truth was rvevealed by the Lord. So he relates mysteries of the
Divine Portal.”(95)

(ii) ‘Know the utierance of the holy Preceptor to be pure and true. Disciples of the
Master: For, the Lord-Creator Himsclf makes him utter it.” |96]

(iii) ‘The Lord has appointed me, the unsophisticated, to His task.” [97]

3. As affirmed repeatedly by Guru Arjun Dev, the Fifth Master:
(i) ‘Tnaccessible, unperceivable, my eternal Lord, Nanak speaks as Thou inspire him
to speak.” [98]
(ii) ¢ By myself I do not know what to say: I have stated all by His command.” |99]

(iii) “This servant of the Lord while Conveying the Divine Word, Speaks as the Lord
dircets him.” |100]

(iv) ‘What can 1 utter? I know nothing to utter: As the Lord Wills, so He makes me
utter.” |101]
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IT. BY AUDIENCE:

1. As stated by Gurn Ram Das, the Fourth Master:

“1. a minstrel ol the Lord-God,

Came to the Divine Portal.

The Lord inside listened to my supplication,
And called me into Ilis Presence.

Addressing me, Ile asked.

‘What brings you here, My Minstrel’ T prayed, ‘Confer on e, 0, Gracious
Lord:

The boon of your ever-abiding Name Divine.”
The Bountiful Lord granted my prayer,
Conlerred on me meditation on the Name
And blessed me with a robe of honour.”[102)

2. As aflitmed by Guru Arjun Dev, the Fifth Master:

“As T have attained the sought-after Lord,
THumination and joy have filled me . ..

[ have been fully blessed by the Perfect Lord
Who has come, in His grace; to His servant.” [103]

3. “The Lord-Cod catled me into His Mansion , Wherein | consumed nectar (of linmortality).” [104]

Such important, disclosures, solemn statements, persistent affirmations and firm conviction,
in the existence and beneficence of God, prove beyond doubt that Sikhism is a revealed
religion. [t is so. because it has been directly revealed by God through a line of Ten Prophet-
teachers, who, alter receiving its contents directly from Him, presented it to mankind in word
and deed. They reproduced it in exactly the same original form; and also recorded it in their
sacred writings. It is so. because it still remains primary in its source, and pure in its contents.
It is neither selective or elective in its nature; nor sccondary in its source; nor adulterated in
its content. Ilence, says M. Mujeeb, “the revelation that came to Guru Nanak, must have
been as direct and immediate. and as independent of history and social civeunstances, as the
religious literature of the Sikhs show it to be.” [105)]

That being so, Sikhism can in no way be called an admixture or juxta position of various
doctrines gathered from this religion or that theological system by its Prophet-teachers who
were genmine messengers of God. Tts tenets and teachings have been borrowed neither from
Tinduism nor from Islam, nor from any other such source, as has been alleged by those who
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have not been able to study or understand its essentials properly or dispassionately. Tt is
true, in the words of R.C. Majuindar, that “his was the first and also the last successtul
atterpt to bring together the Hindus and Muslims in a common fold of spiritnal and social
brotherhood.”[106] The first words he uttered when called to take up the mission of his life
alter the aforesaid Awdience with God were:

‘Nah ko Hindu Nah Mussalman.”
“There is no ITindu, there is no Mussalman.”[107]

On the face of it, this cryplic phrase was “a simple announcement, and yet a significant one
in the context of India of his day.” [108] To a socicty torn by conflict,[109] he hrought a vision
of common humanity - a vision which transcended all barriers of creed and caste, race and
country. He reminded men of their essential onencss. The terms, ‘Hindu' and ‘Mussalman’,
included Jainas. Buddhists. Jews. Christians and so on. Guru Nanak was asking men of all
faiths and denominations to look beyond external divisions and distinctions to the funda-
mental unity of mankind. In proclaiming the unity, which lay beyond particularisms, Guru
Nanak was not overruling any existing religious designation or tradition. His intention was
more radical: *he wanted to point. men beyond their accepted condition to a new possibility
- a human community with a true spirit. of fellowship and justice, with that deep ethical and
spiritual commitment. which expresses itsell in concern for fellowmen. Nor was he sceking
a syncretistic union between Hinduism and Islam, or striving to achicve in his teachings a
judicious mixture of clements from both to be acceptable to all. His equal attention to Hindu
and Muslim identitics and use of some of their religious vocabulary have led some to depict
him as the reconciler of the two faiths, and to see Sikhism as ‘a deliberate mingling of Hindu
and Muslim practices. To do so will mean missing much of his individual genius and misin-
terpreting the historical development issuing from his revelation.”’[108] The beginnings of the
Sikh Faith, in fact, go back to this revelation which Gura Nanak brought to light around 1196
A.D.. soon after his enlightenment and just before his departure for his preaching odysseys
in India and abroad.

VII

Sikhism is. above all, a complete religion in all respects like all other original and revealed
religions of the world.

1. It is Ahi-al-Magam|111], having its own spiritual and political Capital, viz., the holy
city of Amritsar (as Mecea is for Islam), with its world famous Ilarimandar (Golden
Temple) and Akal Takht which are its focal point, and for its followers the highest
seat of spiritual and temporal authority, besides being ‘the centre of a World religion,
meeting ground of the various facets of the human-spirit, and a profound symbol of
future confluence of the World cultures into a universal culture for mankind.” [112]
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Tt is Ahl-at-Kitab[113] possessing its own holy book, viz., Guru Granth Sahib (as
Quran is for Tslam), which is not only the Guru Eternal of its adherents, but is also
unique among the world’s sacred scriptures. It has been acclaimed as “the only non-
denominational scripture,” [114] the “scripture of universal religion” and ¢ part of mankind’s
common spiritual treasure,” which, according to Arnold Toynbee, “should be brought
within the direct reach of as many people as possible” and which also “descrves close
study from the rest of the world.” [115]

It is Ahl-al-Milla|116] being a true religion revealed by Guru Nanak and having its own
followship of faith and a cohesive community, called sangat and Penth. The Turkish
and Persian connotations of the word will mean a ‘nation’, a ‘people’ and a ‘state.’|117]
Sikhs are a casteless democratic society, assuring equal status and respect for all. Tt is
for this society that Guru Gobind Singh, while expressing his great love and respect for
it, declared:

‘Whalever is available in my house, my wealth,
My body, my mind, cven my head
Are ever at the disposal of my people.” [11§)

Paying his tribute to their scllless services, contributions and achicvements, he also
stated without any rescrvation that:

‘It is through their favour that

I have won my battles,

And have gifts been bestowed.

Tt is through their favour that

I have overcome my troubles

And my stores are filled.

It is through their favour that

[ have acquired knowledge

And have smothered my cnemics.

It is also through their favour that

[ am exalted and have attained this position:
Otherwise, there are millions of

[Tumble persons like myself going about.” (119)]

After administering Khande di Pahul|120] to the First Five, knighting them as Singhs, {121]
and proclaiming them as his panj piare[122] the inaugurator of that ‘sclfabnegating,
martial and casteless’ Fellowship of Faith. Guru Gobind Singh, himself besought to be
initiated by them in the same way as he had initiated them. Tlaving been initiated
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and admitted as such to their brotherhood, called Khalsa[123] he later announced that
he had created the Khalsa in his own image under the direct command of God. the
Timeless Being:

‘The Khalsa is my aller ego, my own image,
The Khalsa is my embodiment.

In it 1 have my being,

The Khalsa is my beloved ideal.”|124]

Hence, there was to be no difference between him, the Guru and the Khalsa, as
created and initiated by him in his own image. All this is unheard of in the annals of
the religious and spiritual history of the world.

It is Ahl-i-Kalam([125], having firm faith in the doctrine of the Shabad|126] the holy
Word, and the Shabad-Gury, i.c., the Word is Guru and Guide.[127]

“God permeates the celestial music of the Word.”

“The Word is the essence of all meditation and discipline.” 128

“God’s Name is cherished in One'’s heart by means of the Word. The supremne
stale, realization and liberation is attained by means of the Word.”[129]
‘The Word alone can ferry us across the Ocean of Existence.” [130]

“I'he holy Word is the true Preceptor,

The Guide, the Mystery profound and inscrutable.

And it is the Word, the absence of which

Results in spiritual confusion.”[131]

. Tt is Ahl-al-Zaban, having its own language, viz., Panjabi (as Arabic is for Tslam), with

its own specific script called Gurmukhi, in which its scripture, annals and chronicles,
cte., stand recorded right [rom the beginning.

It is Ahl-al-Nishan. having its own distinet flag or banner, called Kesri Nishan Sahib,
with Khanda (the Khalsa cmblem) inscribed and or installed thereon (as the parcham
is for Islam). It keeps on waving over all Sikh temples, called gurdwaras.

It. is Ahl-al-Shahad,[132], cherishing a long and unique line of great martyrdoms, like
those of its two prophets (viz, the Fifth, Guru Arjun Dev and the Ninth, Guru Tegh
Bahadur), the Sahibzadas (Babas Ajit. Singh, Jhujar Singh, Zorawar Singh and Fateh
Singh) and their followers (such as Bhai Mati Das and Bhai Mani Singh).

I is Ahl-al-Shamshir, possessing the ceremonial sword called kirpan. as a symbol of
power, sovercignty and weapon of defence and justifiable offence in time of need. “This
specific weapon is a significant part of the required uniform of a member of the Khalsa

3/2/2013 5:30 PM



sikhism_an_original.pdf http://www.esikhs.com/articles/sikhism_an_original.pdf

vy

19

Brotherhood, being one of the Five Ks or symbols of the Sikh faith, obligatory for him
to always keep on his body. ¢Since a member of the Khalsa Brotherhood is pledged
not. to accept any alien restrictions on his civie freedon, he is enjoined to insist on and
struggle for his unrestricted right to wear and possess arms of offence and defence.” |133]
According 1o a quotation attributed to Guru Gobind Singh:

“The political power and the State rest on annaments.
And without political sovercignty,
the good way of life cannot securely prevail in society.” [134]

As he created the Khalsa ‘to establish the ever-persisting commumity of saint-soldiers,”
who could assist in the fulfilment of Guru Nanak’s revelation and mission, il was considered
essential to cquip them with an ¢instrument of offence and defence and as an emblem of power
and dignity which India had lost and which Guru Gobind Singh wanted to restore.”|135]

At the same time, he approved and allowed recourse to the sword as the last resort of a
reasonable man for settling conflicts when all other means have failed in due course. In his
letter to Emperor Aurangzeb, he therefore, made it quite clear that,

‘When an affair is past every other remedy,
It is just and righteous to draw the sword.” [136]

It is obvious that the creator of the Khalsa created this new metaphor of the sword ‘to
give a new orientation to the minds of men given to passivity.”|137]

9. 1. is Ahl-al-Sunnah|?] as well, having its own usages, customs and a distinclive code
of conduct recorded in its scripturc, compositions of Bhai Gurdas and Bhai Nand Lal,
various Rahitnamas|[139] and Rahit-Maryada.[140]

Describing the Sikh way of life, these works cover not only the spiritual discipline and moral
code, but also the social behaviour of the community whose members ¢ are required to observe
a distinctive code of conduct, one which specifies normative behaviour, outward appearance,
and social obligation.” |111]

VIII

Sikhismn is, thus, a complete and perfect religion, not only because of its having such promi-
nent features, elements and essentials of a ‘higher-religion’, but also because it was established,
as its Founder stated, to carry out a specific command of the Lord-God Who Himself is, as
proclaimed by him in the following couplet, All perfection or perfection-incarnate:

¢ All that the Perfect One has made is perfect.
There is nothing lacking or excessive in its making.”|142]
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It is dynamic, stable and eternal, too, as, according to the holy compiler of its sacred
scripture,

“The holy Preceptor has laid the immutable foundation of the faith
3 1
That never and in no way shall shake.”[143]

Rather, it becomes firmer and firmer with the passage of cach day, as stated below:

“The eternal foundation laid by Gurn Nanak, Is ever-ascendant.” [144]

According to the following assertion of the contemporary bards, Rai Balwand and Satta,

suru Nanak founded the True Dominion of God.
TTe raised the citadel of Truth on firm foundations.” [145]

On these foundations was raised a glorious spiritual and temporal edifice by Guru Gobind
Singh who imparted his “stern Olympian air” to the followers of his, who arc recognizable till
today by their distinctive appearance and are distingnished by their everpresent high spirits,
particularly in a period of adversity and crisis. That is so because “TTis impress not only
elovated and altered the constitution of their minds, but contrary to the experience of ethno-
logical experts, it also operated materially and gave amplitude to their physical [rames. They
came 10 be regarded as models of physical beauty and staleliness of manner. A tremendous
change was affected in the whole tone of their national character. lven those people who
had been cousidered as dregs of humanity were changed, as if by magic, into somcthing rich
and strange. The sweepers, barbers and confectioners, who had never so much as touched
the sword, and whose whole gencration had lived as grovelling slaves of the so-called higher
classes, became under the stimulating leadership of Guru Gobind Singh; doughty warviors
who conquered fear, and who were ready to rash into the jaws of death at the bidding of their
Guru.”[116]

IX

This revealed, distinet and complete religion of such self-sacrificing saint-soldiers is a univer-
sal world faith with an all-cmbracing appecal and elevating message for all mankind. “ It is the
faith of the New Age.” says Rev. Bradshaw, ‘1t is the summum bonum[147] for the modern
man. [t completely supplants and fulfils all the former dispensations of older religions. The
other religions contain Truth, but Sikhism contains the fullness of Truth. The older faiths
were good in their day, but that day is now past and we are living in the dispensation of Gur
Nanak. Just as we appreciate the discovery of modern living and do not want to exchange
our modern jet airlines, antomobiles and electricity for the horse-drawn carriages and candles
of the past. we do not want, to exchange the New Age Faith of Guru Nanak for any of the
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old age systems and their antiquated philosophies. The Sikh faith is the universal veligion for
the present space age. The Sikh religion is truly the answer to the problems of the modern
man.” [118] And it *is the only living faith,” according to Bittenconrt, “that gives the healing
outlook on life.”[119)]

As regards its potential and prospects in the religious domain of the world, it was Macauliffe,
who. while addressing the Quest. Society in 1910 at London, stated: The Sikh religion (as
compared to other religions) presents no inysteries, and enmibraces an ethical systent such as has
never been excelled. if indeed it has ever been equalled. Tt offers fewer points of attack than
any other theological system, and il patronized and cherished, as its religions and political
importance deserves, by a powerful government, it might become one of the first religions on
this planct.”[150]

Dorothy Field observed as follows in 1914, ¢ Sikhism is capable of a distinel position as a
world religion, so long as the Sikhs maintain their distinctiveness. The religion is also one
which should appeal to the Occidental mind, It is essentially a practical religion. 1 judged
[rom the pragmatical standpoint, which is a favourable point of view in some quarters, it
would rank almost first in the world. Of no other religion can it be said that it had made a
nation in so short a time. The religion of the Sikhs is one of the most interesting at present
existing in India, possibly indeed in the whole world. That it should have transformed the
outeaste Indian - a notoriously indolent and unstable person - into a fine and loyal warrior
is little short of a miracle.”[151] Tt was Arnold Toynbee again who prophesied. therefore,
as recently as in 1960: “Mankind’s religious future may be obseure: yet one thing can be
forescen. The living higher religions are going to influence cach other more than ever before
in the days of increasing communication between all parts of the world and all branches ol
the human race. In this coming religious debate, the Sikh religion, and its scripture. the Adi
Grantl, will have something of special value to say to the rest of the world.”|152]

This will indeed be so, because it will have the opportunity of sharing the sort of experience
which the Nobel-laureate Pearl S. Buck had gained when she observed, alter going thirough
the 4-volume English translation (by Dr Gopal Singh) of Guru Granth Sahib:* 1 have studied
the scriptures of other great religions, but 1 do not find elsewhere the same power of appeal
to the heart and mind as | find here in these volumes. They are compact in spite of their
length, and ave a revelation of the vast reach of the human heart, varying from the most noble
concept of God to the recognition and indeed the insistence upon the practical needs of the
humnan body. There is something strangely modern about these seriptures and this pnzzled
me, until I learned that they are in fact comparatively modern, compiled as late as the 15th
century, when explorers were beginning to discover that the globe. upon which we all live, is
a single entity divided only by arbitrary lines of our own making. Perhaps this sense of unity
is the source of power I find in these volumes. They speak to persons ol any religion or of
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none. They speak for the human heart and the searching mind.”[153] And they do speak in
verses such as these which, indeed, indicate that unique concept of unity and universality:

“I'he Onc Lord is our Father.

We all arc His children,” |154]

‘None is our enemy,

Nor is anyone a stranger to us.

We are in accord with all ...

The one God is pervasive in all creation

At the sight of which Nanak is in bloom of Joy.”|155]

These and many other hymns contained in Guru Granth Sahib, clearly visualize and preach
a religion which knows no cthnical, racial or regional limitations; recognises no distinction on
account of birth, sex, caste, creed or colour, embodics universal respect and concern for all,
and regards all as cquals. This is testified by its first and last prophets, Guru Nanak Dev and
Guru Gobind Singh, in the following words:

‘There is Light among all

And that Light is God's Own.

Which pervades and illuminates cveryone.”
‘Somec onc by shaving his head

Becomes a sanyasi, another a yogi.

And yet another passes for a monk or ascetic.

Some call themselves TTindus,

Other claim to be Muslims:

Among these some are Shias and some are Sunnis.

Recognise all as belonging to the one race of humanity

God as Creator (for the Hindus) and Cod as Good (for the Muslims)
rod as Sustainer and God as Mercitful

Is all one and the same God.

Recognise not another ¢ven in crror or in doubt.

Worship that One alone,

As He is the Supreme Lord of us all.

Tt is only s form, TTis Tight

That is diffused in one and all.”|157]

156]

Hence. the followers of this universal faith conclude their daily prayer to that One God, in
the name of their founder, Guru Nanak Dev, with the following couplets:

‘May Your holy Name,
be ever in ascendance.
May peace and prosperity
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In Your Will
By Your Grace !![158)

They, thereby, ask for God's blessings in favour not only of their own community, but also
of the entire humanity, for the maximum good of cach and cvery creature in the world,

X

Thus, apart from being such a distinct monotheistic faith. Sikhism is also a social and
fraternal religion, standing cqually for the common Fatherhood of God and universal Broth-
erhood of Man, guaranteeing equal status to all human beings and asserting that normal
family life, lived with virtuous conduct and firm faith in God. surely leads to the path of
salvation.

‘Contemplation of the True Lord brings illuminaltion,

Which chables one to remain unattached in the midst of evil.
Such is the greatness of the ‘Truc Preceptor

(that through His grace and guidance)

One can attain fullness

while living with one’s wife and children.” |159]

Hence, it is the religion of our time, modern in outlook, scientific in analysis, rational in
approach and practical in adaptability; suited to the needs, aspirations and conditions of the
modern man and his social sct-up. It is a religion which is concerned with the creation of a
just social order, and is committed to social equality and peaceful co-existence, as proclaimed
by its Fifth prophet, Guru Arjun Dev, in the following verse:

*The Gracious Lord has now promulgated His ordinance;
None shall dominate over others or cause pain;

All shall abide in peace and happiness.

As the governance shall be gentle and affectionate.” [160}

Sikhism enjoins on its followers social responsibility involving both social service and social
action:

‘He who does dedicated service in the world gets a place al His Portal.”{161]
“They alone understand the right way

Who cat the bread of their labour,

And share it with others.”|162]
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The above directives of Guru Nanak, (couched in his own pithy aphorisims: Nam Japo,
Kirt Karc, Vand ke Chhoko are indeed ‘the foundation of a spiritually oriented, dynamie
social life.” [163] His frequent exhortations to follow the under-mentioned six-sided discipline
enltivates and follows the virtues associated with it, and leads further to the enricliment and
fulfilment of such an ideal life;

Naarn: Devotion to the Divine Name.

Daan: Giving to others, particularly to the needy.

Isnan: Purity of mind, body and envirommnent. [164]

Scua : Service of mankind. |165]

Simran: Contemplation and remembrance of God.|166]

Satsang: Fellowship or company of true believers: Association with holy men, [167]

Xl

Sikhism is thus based on humanistic and universal values of the purest form.  Human
[recdom and dignity, sell-realization and sell-confidence, service and sacrifice have been the
essential elements of its ethos.

The history and heritage of this religion, whether in its principles, doctrines, and sacred
pronouncements, or in the practical lives of its founders and followers. “has been one of
exhortation Lo liberation from all kinds of degrading bondage, mental, spiritual and social,
Long before the modern idea of social freedom was evolved in the West, Sikhism had brought
to mankind the message of freedom. In its social aspects, it was a movement of freecdom from
feudalism and caste tyranny. While socially. it brought to man liberation from feudalism
and caste tyranny, spiritually it brought to man freedom from suppression and those false
heliefs which enslaved man to a selfish or ignorant priest-craft, whether the priest was called
Brahmin, Yogi or Mullah.” The founder of the holiest Sikh shrine and the compiler of the
Sikh Scripture, Guru Arjun Dev, has himself recorded the impact of this unique movemen,
in the following verse:

“The eggshell of doubt has shattered,
And the mind is illumined:

The Master has freed us from bondage
By cuffing off fetters from our feet.” [166]

This is the verse which Macauliffe, while recognizing its lasting significance, reproduced on
the title-page of cach of the six volumes of his magnum opus, The Sikh Religron, published
in 1909 by the Oxford University. This is also the verse on the basis of which Banerjee
stated. seventy years later: “The fetters of ribualistic religion were cut off and the captives
were freed: and the foundations of the Spiritual Fimpire were laid. On these foundations was
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forgotten utterance: RAJ KAREGA KITALSA”
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[96] Mhid., Raga Gauri, M. 4, p. 308
[97] Thid..Raga Asa,M.d4, p.449.
{98] Tbid., Raga Suhi, M. 5, p. 743.
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Curmukh Nihal Singh, New Delhi-1969, ch. VI, p. 116
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[121] That is, the lions, used as surname by all male followers of Sikhism.

[122] That is, the Five Beloved Omes, Three out of them belonged earlier to the so-called low castes (viz, Mubkam Chand,
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Korat. 1 is ouly laler commentators that have tried Lo lind ib in the Sura iv. The development of the meaning of Shalid
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