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INTRODUCTION: 

Ever since time immemorial, mankind has been progressing in the techniques for the mission of preservation of the message of their faith for passing on and spreading it, in all its original authenticity to their succeeding generations. 

This endeavour and connected problems thereof have been faced by all: not only by the ancient / oldest faiths, but also by the Gurus of the most recent and modern faith, Sikhism. Each age and generation utilised the latest media technology in vogue for this purpose: the manuscript writers, the printing press, photo, photocopy, audio, video, film, microfilm, digital, and now the cyber space. It is indeed creditable that apart from earlier major faiths in the world, even the recent ones like Sikhism, despite all handicaps, have today, a comparatively major sizeable presence in cyber space. 

This paper proposes to discuss the interacting factors, which have made this achievement possible and suggest some action plan, for some of the urgent crying needs of the hour, for Sikhism in cyber space  

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND

Historically and culturally ‘authenticity of faith’ has been, still is and will remain one of the most major causes of the problems faced by almost all the faiths, including Sikhism, in all media, including cyber space. In fact this problem has been faced right from the time of Guru Nanak itself. This problem was probably realised by him, which is why he wrote in his own hand the original version of his bani, a tradition that was followed by his successors. 

They also had the foresight to even put their own seal onto the manuscripts made by appointed manuscript writers in order to preserve their authenticity.

ANALYSIS OF THE PROBLEM   AREAS:

AUTHENTICITY: Despite all these ‘precautions’ by the Gurus, their followers while promoting the faith’s movement, made many  ‘improvements’. 

Most of these followers, some in good faith, while making these improvements usually ended up in some divergence or the other from the original authentic norms. 

This problem was there even in the gurus times, and still is today, and will remain so in all forms of media, oral, written, audio-video, television and now it has spread even more acutely in cyberspace too. 
SEVA VIS-A-VIS MAYA: This has been and will remain another major cause for the problems facing propagation of almost all faiths in every media, including cyberspace. For, almost every follower acting in good faith, it is but natural that both seva and maya go hand in hand. However while seva is usually limited by maya, in reverse there is no such limitation for increase in maya, which in fact usually increases without seva. This was equally true in the Gurus era, which in their wisdom introduced the ‘daswand’ tradition: which has been continued ever since then, to even the modern   expensive media of cyberspace. We see most of the web sites promoting the faith are linked in some form or the other with promotion of some sort of maya related messages. Like in any media this too has resulted in one upmanship in the cyberspace, which at times does affect the authenticity of the seva rendered. 

SEVADARS VS WORKERS: This too has always been and will continue to remain another cause for the problems in this field faced by all faiths.

 Both the missionary sewadars and the paid workers/employees are needed for this mission and both, being human, naturally   have almost similar needs, which have to be to be met. While the sevadars, being mission oriented, expect their needs to be met without having to undergo the embarrassment of asking for it / fending for it by themselves and thereby being diverted from the mission; the workers/employees frankly demand it; and more, as their contractual right. 

Even the Gurus realised this, and evolved a solution to this sensitive problem by ensuring that their was no difference in the needs provided to, not only between the sevadar and the employee, but also between the guru and the chela, ensuring transparency, by sharing the same ‘perks’ in the langar and pangat, not only with both the sevadar and the employee, but also with the whole sangat.

 Also both have interfacing work, which may result in their forming a happy team, or they may remain at constant loggerheads, resulting in damage to the mission. This problem is even more acute in cyber space where, while the sevadars’ work result is globally transparent and seen only on-line; not one of the cyber sangat can see his and his workers/employees working place conditions. 

KNOWLEDGE vis-à-vis RESOURCES.  This is another problem area, which always needs tactful coordination to strike a careful optimum balance. 

Both knowledge and resources are rarely found together in any one person or in any one place. It is indeed a remarkable achievement that our gurus had the foresight to firstly select suitable mission oriented scholarly persons, then even arrange for their training in far away Varanasi, that too in those days when the means of transportation was a horse, and still managed to knit them together into a capable team, which achieved their dedicated mission of preserving and spreading the authentic message of all the gurus and the Guru Granth Sahib. 

Today, at the dawn of the Y2K era, we find the gurus’ followers continuing the same tradition in cyber space, and even a casual search in all the major cyber space search engines makes the seeker behold the wonders achieved by our cyber Sikhs, some of whom may not be able to even read the Guru Granth Sahib. 

DISCUSSION: SIKHISM IN CYBERSPACE: ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN 

OVERALL REVIEW OF THE WEBSITES Feedback from the results of the some of various   web sites accessed on the search engines was perused. 

These reveal not only the wealth of dedicated work put in by all the cyber Sikhs, but the feedback from the visitors of these websites also suggest some urgent actions to be taken in the cyber space, to meet the needs of the hour for our Y2K global village sangat. 

It is for consideration for this purpose both the non-cyber savvy and the cyber-sangat of North America should resolve to network on-line, by allocating dedicated server space, computer hardware and software to the sewadars and their team of workers; and take the lead to implement some of the suggested urgent actions as are discussed in the succeed paragraphs.

www.sat-vachan-seva.org, First and foremost a ‘guide cum watch-dog’ ‘Sat - Vachan’ cyber seva service, to meet the urgent need for on-line authenticity of information in cyber space with inter-action on-line with the Dharam Prachar Committee, Sri Darbar Sahib Amritsar, through the feedback on their available websites < www.sridarbarsahib.org >< www.sgpc.org>. 

This will need a dedicated group of historians and scholars to whom not only the cyber sikh sangat, but anyone any where in the world, of any religion, can refer, to confirm authenticity, correctness of any information in the best of traditions all data connected with Sikhism in cyber space 

<www.sikhism-font -domain-sewa.net. > For this purpose at present none of the domain registration service provide support to the Punjabi language.

 There is a need to have a font standard dedicated for Sikhism in cyberspace. For this purpose it is proposed to accept the one developed by Dr Kulbir Singh Thind in his Gurbani Lipi 2000. 

This will help the Internic Domain Registration Network Solutions to provide support for registration.

It is also for consideration that we set up our own domain registration service for all Sikhism websites, where all existing and new website can be logged on and registered which can support our language Gurmukhi and Punjabi. 

This will also help in reducing in fructuous duplication of the data on almost all the search engines of the websites. 
<www.sikhism-mahan-kosh-search-sewa.net > we do not have any dedicated search engine tailor-made designed to provide on-line search on any aspect of Sikhism. 

There is a need to provide a portal / platform for all the global village sikh sangat where all Sikh sangat websites and email addresses suitably compiled directories can be centrally logged in and accessed on-line globally.
<www.sarbat-khalsa.net>The Gurus in their days still managed to arrange Sarbat Khalsa whenever the occasion arose for the Guru Panth of those days when it was evolving in the old geographical areas of Punjab. This was in the days of fast message delivery service by on foot relay runners or by relay horseback messengers! To- day, in the context of the now almost evolved global Guru Panth, and the available latest internet media, there is an obvious need to have, and we should be able to network and have an on-line twenty-four hour service for Sarbat Khalsa! 

<www.sikhism-news-sos-sewa.net > There is no world on-line news service network on Sikhism, which can provide first hand day to day news on Sikhism.                                                     There is a need for the sikh sangat diaspora global village to have a dedicated on-line network information news magazine seva for exchanging news & views on Sikhism from all four corners of the world and maintaining contact for providing SOS help to each other in case of any calamity and emergency.

CONCLUSIONS: 

It is no mean achievement that not only the Guru Granth Sahib but also the works of the non computer literate serious scholars of Sikhism find a significant presence in cyber space. It is amazing that almost all facets of the Sikhism, the Guru Granth Sahib, sikh language, Gurbani lipi, history, culture, traditions, not only in textual form, but also images, photo gallery, audio, video, film clips, cyber gadgetry in all its diversity, diaspora, are available in cyber space. For this achievement, major credit goes to our pioneers of the North American Sikh sangat Diaspora, which today is being shared by non cyber savvy and cyber Sikhs all over the cyber worlds of Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia and S.America
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