Sikhs Protest hiring of UC Riverside Professor
                    ( Press Release sept. 26)
On behalf of the Coalition of Gurdwaras of California and Sikhs for Preservation of Sikhism and Sikh Heritage I welcome you all. 

Friends, time has come for us Sikhs to come together and voice our community’s concerns. H. G. Wells once said “History is a race between education and catastrophe”. History of Sikhs, unlike many other communities of the world, is factually tumultuous. Long-suffering of Sikhs, to say the least, and their religious, and non-religious sacrifices warrants respect by the entire humanity. Sikhs have been on the fore front of bringing peace along with Allied Forces in wars. They have stood against atrocities committed on minorities by self indulgent autocratic regimes. Sikh community’s ability to stand up against tyrants and injustice is unquestionably guided by Guru Granth Sahib, the only Sikh Scriptures. Sikh history and Sikh Scriptures are undeniably inseparable. 
Sikhism being the fifth largest and one of the youngest religions of the world is constantly a subject of intrigue. A Sikh’s quality of tolerance and strength is bestowed upon him through his belief in Guru Granth Sahib. Along the course of our world’s history, Sikhs and their faith have been tested on several occasions. Whether it is the Indian subcontinent or North America, Sikhs have had to experience repression in various forms. Until recently in America the unfairness with Sikhs has largely been due to misconceptions and mistaken identity. While the awareness about Sikhs post 9/11 is improving their religious beliefs have come under strict scrutiny. Even as we struggle to establish ourselves as peaceful freedom lovers, and protectors of the suppressed an academic challenge has evolved which threatens to annihilate Sikhism and Sikh history. Self proclaimed scholars: Prof. Pashaura Singh and associates have added a new dimension, hindering efforts of Sikhs and their children to live honorably. In Aristotle’s words “All who have meditated on the art of governing mankind have been convinced that the fate of empires depends on the education of youth”. Inculcating concocted theosophy in our youth is bound to have catastrophic effect on the whole Sikh race. 
Sikh Scriptures clearly moralize and centrally advocate that domination based on cast, creed, race, and religion is sinful. Sikhism, a religion founded in the fifteenth century in the name of the almighty promotes tolerance and essentially preaches integration. Sikhs of today practice core values inscribed in the Guru Granth Sahib and treat all humans as equal. 

Let there be no doubt that Sikhs under duress rise to express their opinion and execute freedom of speech in most comprehensible manner to protect religious rights. For disciples of Baba Nanak a classroom or a lecture hall or a Gurdwara, are all equally important learning places. If Pulpit is revered, Podium is righteously honorable. The two are indivisible under the monotheistic principles of Sikh religious beliefs. Virtuousness of educational institutions and Podium should not be allowed to get corrupted by few individuals with self interest and hypocritical philosophy. 
Comparative study of religions becomes necessary when religious conflicts arise and concepts are being enforced upon humanity. Sikhism does not believe in conversions or religious divergence. It embraces all human beings from different walks of life. 
In the U.S. there are only about half a million Sikhs and yet have maximum number of endowed Chairs. It is beyond comprehension the proponents of endowed chairs believe that they will “support teaching, research and public service, build academic capacity, strengthen and visibility in matters pertaining to the study of Sikhism, Sikh culture and religion”. When at our universities endowments under the pretext of Religious Studies have become foundations for self glorification, contortion of religion, delusional prophesies, and waste of tax payers’ money.

Academic community of University of California and western world at large is being misled by a squad of disgruntled scholars. Their primary motive conclusively indicates academic distortion of Sikhism because it does not conform to their tenets. The entire community of Sikhs and their religion has become captive in the hands of such renegade and turncoat scholars. A planned assault on Sikhism was initiated by Mr. Hew McLeod and his students: Prof. Gurinder Singh Mann at UC Santa Barbra and Prof. Pashaura Singh here at UC Riverside. If we Sikhs do not safe guard our Scriptures and history then Prof. Pashaura Singh and his colleagues will succeed in abolishing Sikhism and Sikh community from the face of the earth.
By being present here today we request the University of California and its Regents to open an independent investigation into appointment of Prof. Pashaura Singh to Dr. Jasbir Singh Saini Endowed Chair of Sikh and Punjabi Studies. The Sikh community would like to inquire:

(1) The Criteria used by the University of California's academic personnel process to hire a candidate demoted from Assistant Professor to a Senior Lecturer at University of Michigan?
(2) Whether the University of California's academic personnel process was aware of Prof. Pashaura Singh’s usage of the following unauthentic manuscripts during research on Guru Granth Sahib Ji?

(a) MS#1245 at “Guru Nanak Dev University”, Amritsar, India

(b) Vanjara Pothi at “Javadi Taksal”, Ludhiana, India

(c) Bahowal Pothi at “Bhai Bir Singh Sadan”, New Delhi, India

(3) The University of California Riverside’s failure to respond to the letter of Mrs. Saini - Major Donor to the Chair for Sikh and Punjabi Studies, who appealed for global Search for a Chairperson and recommended not to offer the Chair to Prof. Pashaura Singh?
(4) Reason for the University of California at Riverside to rescind on its promise to Sikh community that they will not hire Prof. Pashaura Singh for the Sikh Chair in 2005 and wait till 2008 to appoint him to the Chair through what seems like a Backdoor?

(5) Due process and thorough examination of University of California's academic personnel and recommendation process in selection of only scholars like Prof. Pashaura Singh affiliated with Mr. Hew McLeod and group?

(6)
Promotion of blasphemous research on Sikh Scriptures (Guru Granth Sahib Ji), Prof. Pashaura Singh’s by methodology of fabrication, falsification and ghostwriting. 
(7) How a chairperson can be effective Chair holder by avoiding truth and choosing to have selective communication with Sikh community?
In a recent article in Press Enterprise Prof. Pashaura Singh accused Sikh community for being hostile towards him. His unfounded allegations are a testament to his underhanded Sikh religious research. When questioned about the authenticity of manuscripts in his research he defended by saying “their whereabouts for the past 500 years is not important”. His views and thought processes are a matter of embarrassment for Sikh community and authentic Sikh scholars. 
Prof. Pashaura Singh on several occasions has skirted the issue of usage and relevance of questionable manuscripts, of rival traditions to Sikhs, without assessing their history and origin in conducting research on Sikh Scriptures. His application of Judo-Christian methodology of textual analysis based on oral traditions, with an original written Sikh Scriptures is fundamentally flawed. Sikhs strongly adhere to learning and preserving Sikh history. Because as George Santayana said “Those who can not learn from history are doomed to repeat it”.
I will end sermonizing Prof. Pashaura Singh with a quote from Marian Wright Edelman, “Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your community and world better than you found it”.
Thanks for joining us here today for a justifiable cause. 
Dr. Baljeet Sahi
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