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       Since time immemorial quest for truth both at religious and scientific level, has been the major concern of mankind. Religion has often been understood as an attempt to unravel the mysteries surrounding the origin of universe, source of its order and summum-bonum of man’s life. These issues have been debated time and again and have given birth to various religious dispensations. Scholars are of the view that Buddha’s quest to know why there is so much sorrow and sufferings in the world, subsequently resulted in the origin of Buddhism. All the scriptures of world religions invariably attempt to explain the mysteries concerning God, world and man. Their theological ideas, which are based on the experiential dimension of religion, have been taken as truth claims. These statements are so essential that without them belief pattern of a religion cannot be conceived nor sustained. These truth claims form an integral part of the scriptures the world over. Before discussing these claims one needs to understand the various aspects of Truth that have found mention in the Sikh scripture.

       To define Truth in the Sikh scripture both sat and sachu have been employed. Metaphysically speaking sat stands for ultimate transcendental reality where as sachu denotes the phenomenal existence. These are two extremes— absolute and relative of which the former expresses the deepest reality where as the later indicates true state of things the importance of which is limited to mundane world. Another aspect of Truth in Sikhism relates to personal character that is sincere, good and valuable. This Truth is not a dogma but a value to be realized in this very life. In the Sikh scripture truthful living has been depicted as a highly cherished goal. Generally the concept of religious truth can be defined as divine knowledge and expression of what is of utmost value to achieve the ultimate aim of life i.e. unity with God. In other words knowledge that is reliable, accurate, certain, pure, authentic, convincing and which helps to distinguish between good and evil and is capable to enlighten a person spiritually, is of utmost value. It is beyond sensory perception and its importance in the way of God realization, has been stressed upon in the Sikh scripture. In retrospect we can say that Truth in the form of ultimate reality, phenomenal reality, moral value and knowledge has been the major concern of Sikh scripture.

        Like the scriptures of other religions, the Sikh scripture, Guru Granth Sahib invariably tends to deal with the following truth claims:  

1. God is one and He is the sole and ultimate cause of the universe.

2. World is not illusion but is real within its own limits.

3. Among the living beings human species is the superior most and carries a divine element within it.

4. Union of God and human soul is possible.

5. Guru Nanak was a divine preceptor with a divine mission and his spirit ‘Nanak’ was present in his nine successors in a unique fashion.

6. Gurbani of the Sikh Gurus or the sacred writings enshrined in the Guru Granth Sahib belongs to the category of revelation.

These are some of the truth claims of Sikhism, which are central to the Sikh theology. All these concerns are inter-related and express various dimensions of Sikh spiritual experience, the source of Sikh scriptural truth. To express, explain and establish these claims has been the major concern of Sikh scripture. 

       The Sikh scripture believes in the presence of God and consequently does not argue for His existence. It derives its authority from its claim for presenting an eternal truth or wisdom. Every hymn of it focuses on an impersonal, self-illuminating ultimate reality i.e. God on whom the whole of universe is dependent. He is One and beyond any form, birth and death. To be brief unity of God-head and His sui generis character are the two most important truth claims, which have been repeatedly emphasized in the Sikh scripture. Another equally unique truth claim is that God intervenes in history in a unique fashion to uphold the cause of righteousness. The Sikh scripture makes the God known through his names, attributes and actions. In fact the whole Sikh scripture communicates knowledge about God and unfolds his acts of grace. One way of knowing Him is the awareness or intimate knowledge of His sacred presence. It is an extraordinary experience that belongs to the spiritual realm. It can be encountered directly and personally. The validity of this truth depends on the intimate experience of sacred presence of the Divine. In the primitive religions such type of intimate experience is expressed in ecstatic utterances of the shamans. But in the Sikh scripture yearning for unity with God and its experience has found expression in the form of anand, vismad, sahaj, atamras, namras, turiya, etc. It is beyond empirical verification and rational analysis. Though the experience cannot be explained fully yet to depict it the metaphors of lover and beloved or husband and wife have been employed. Direct personal experience of the Sacred provides deep comfort, contentment and spiritual solace. It generates a sense of love that evokes a sense of wonder and joy leading to blissfulness. It can also transform one’s self-consciousness from a feeling of frustration and dejection to strength, purity of heart and profound value. A sick soul is transformed into a healthy soul. This can be termed as a journey from state of demoralization (FihMdI klw) to state of high morale (cVHdI klw). On the one hand it exhorts a man to lead a new kind of existence and on the other provides inner strength to meet the personal traumas. It provides impetus and coherence to the ideas and feelings that encourage a person to respond appropriately to the realities of life.      

    The Vedantic doctrine of maya that the world is unreal and illusion had a negative effect on the human psyche. Consequently family and societal affairs were considered impediments in the path of spiritual progress. The Sikh Gurus not only negated this truth claim but also propounded that the world is the creation of God and it is a reality that cannot be ignored. Though it may not be as real as its Creator yet it is the manifestation of God who dwells in it. This laid down the Sikh model of worldview, which encompasses the whole gamut of societal affairs. In a way Sikh scriptural truth concerning the world worked as a major catalyst to determine the socio-religious concerns of Sikhism. It exhorts the Sikhs that instead of accepting or withdrawing from the evil social order, they are to establish a fresh world order based on equality, brotherhood, justice and goodwill, a goal to which they ought to remain ever committed.        

       The Sikh scripture does not disagree with the truth claim of Indian tradition that there are 84 lakh species in the world. Man has got this opportunity after going through countless cycles of birth and death. Sikhism also affirms that of all the living beings man is superior most and carries a divine element within him. Union of God and human soul is mystically possible and for it active, intimate and constant relationship with God has to be established. Instead of prescribing renunciation, Sikhism propounds that the most desirable method of God realization is the path of love. However it requires internal purity. After discarding vices, virtues have to be imbibed. Besides one has to understand the will of God and subsequently has to attune his will with it. Loving or emotional devotion to God is not uncommon to Sikh scripture. Essential element of this love is a personal heightened sensitivity to the usually hidden but Omni-present God. There are numerous hymns in the Sikh scripture that describe the spiritual experience of the Unitive life. It requires crossing over from the mundane sphere to a spiritual plane. The mundane sphere is a state of separation, mortality and sufferings where as the spiritual sphere is benevolent and blissful. In such state a devotee lives a God oriented life. He leads his life in the light of Divine love and always feels re-connected to the source of life. This is the major and important motive and function of Sikh scriptural truth. 

       A perusal of the world civilizations reveals that establishment of a healthy society has been a major concern of the founders of the world religions. To achieve this lofty objective they promulgated value systems based on their respective faiths. These value systems exhort human beings to distinguish between good and evil, genuine and deceptive, real and unreal, true and false and so on. For survival and well being of society value based morality is essential, otherwise there will be chaos and no self-control. It is worth noting that Sikhism instead of discriminating the people on the basis of their caste, creed, race and region, judges their merits on the basis of their actions—good or bad. It categorizes the human beings into two types—Gurmukh and Manmukh. Gurmukh is a person who orientates his life with the will of God known through the truth revealed to the Guru. Such a person on his way to achieve ultimate transformation (Jeevan Mukti) also toils for the spiritual betterment of others. On the other extreme is a Manmukh, who gives credence to his own wisdom and ultimately falls prey to self-deception. In knowing the truth Gurmukh imbibes the virtue of truth whereby he becomes Sachiar (holder of truth). As he attunes his self-consciousness in accordance with the divine will, he becomes authentic in his thoughts, words and deeds. All this happens because he treads in the light of wisdom that has come to him from God through the Guru. In that way scriptural Truth works as a transforming orientation leading to spiritual well being which is known as conversion from ignorance to enlightenment and from sin to salvation. It enables a person to avoid self-deception and motivates him not to dissipate his energy in worldly pleasures. It provides inner strength to curb ego, which is the root cause of self-deception and vices. Consequently in the Sikh tradition, scriptural truth is advocated as an antidote to ego that pollutes a person socially and spiritually. It is worth noting that scriptural truth does not divide man’s personality into two watertight compartments i.e. sacred and profane. It endeavors to build an integrated personality, a perfect one free from the internal as well as external contradictions of life. Such a person does not shun responsibility but keeps his equipoise intact to serve the society and mankind, a sacred commitment according to the Sikh scriptural truth.

       A perusal of Guru Nanak’s bani indicates that neither he was a disciple of any saint nor any God of the Indic or Semitic deity inspired him. His criticism of the contemporary religious dispensations suggests that he was disenchanted with them and desired to lay the foundation of a new social order. The legitimacy of his mission rests on his claim that he is inspired by none else but God, the ultimate cause of the universe. While describing Guru Nanak’s encounter with God the author of B.40 Janamsakhi writes:

You are Nanak and your Panth will flourish…I shall bless your Panth. Inculcate people’s devotion towards Me and strengthen their obedience to Dharma.

An examination of Guru Nanak’s writings makes it abundantly clear that he considered himself to be an intermediary or agent of God, through whom His will came to be expressed in the bani. In order to replace the decadent social order, he propounded new ideals and to realize them brought in new institutions of which Guruship was the most prominent. The nature of succession to Guruship was spiritual and the successor was not necessarily a descendant of the Guru. The legitimacy of the successor lies in his ability to share the spiritual experience of ‘Nanak’ and exhibit complete allegiance to it. Scriptural resources emphatically and repeatedly remark that though the Sikh Gurus are different in body but they possess the same jyoti (spirit). It helped to establish the idea of unity of Guruship, which later on became the corner stone of theoretical expression of scriptural truth. It assigns an important status and role to Guru Nanak and his line of nine successors. It withstood the test of time to work as a bulwark to prevent the disruptive forces that aimed to disturb the unity and cohesion of Sikh tradition.            

        In Sikhism scriptural truth derives its authority primarily from the self-illuminating eternal Truth. Guru Nanak observed that his age is marred by communal disharmony and is spiritually degenerate. He also found that previously revealed scriptures partly because of conservative outlook of their custodians had lost relevance and rendered redundant. Thus he intensely felt the need of a new dispensation. He delivered his message in the name of God. In fact he considered himself to be the mouthpiece of God and to unfold the Divine truth in the form of sabad or bani was his chief avocation. He emphatically claimed that what he is saying has been directly ordained by God to be said. He was expressing nothing else but the Truth. The usual character of this truth is described as coming from the above (God), Who knows and determines the course of history. The successive Sikh Gurus believed themselves to be the vehicles of the spirit of ‘Nanak’. They spoke within the parameters of Guru Nanak’s message deriving their authority from ‘Nanak’. In the Sikh tradition the Divine does not appear in dreams, visions, trances etc., but much of the Sikh text purports to be the word of God or the bani of ‘Nanak’ in whom the divine transcendent was present in a mystical manner. The wisdom enshrined in the Sikh scripture hold the status of the ‘word of God’. It is not merely a product of imagination but manifestation of Truth and nothing else. In Sikhism much of the personal and congregational devotion focuses on the Divine and the Divine word (bani) is employed to address Him. The Sikh scripture is the living Guru, the principle source from which the Sikhs seek guidance to formulate their response to the secular and religious affairs. Unparalleled importance coupled with extensive dependence on the Guru Granth Sahib by the Sikhs, makes it unique in the scriptures of the world. All these factors exhibit Sikh community’s strong belief in the scriptural truth and confer upon it the status of Ahl-I-kitab, which is very exceptional outside the Semitic tradition. 

        An examination of the Sikh history confirms that scriptural truth has left an indelible imprint on the institutional setup of Sikhism. The genesis of Sikh institutions such as Guruship, Sangat, Gurudwara, Langar, Miri-Piri, Guru Granth and Guru Panth, Sarbat Khalsa, Gurmata, etc. are deeply rooted in the Sikh scriptural truth. These institutions not only express the fundamental values and ideas underlined by the scriptural truth but also provide mechanism to put it into practice. Whenever the Sikhs have been in crises or dilemma they have focused their attention to the Guru Granth Sahib, an epitome and product of the Sikh scriptural truth. The distinct identity that the Sikhs have come to enjoy is in direct consequence to their allegiance to the scriptural truth enshrined in the Guru Granth Sahib. 

       To recapitulate the truth claims propounded by the Sikh tradition provide legitimacy as well as authority to the Sikh scripture. These claims are largely responsible to determine the role of Guru Granth Sahib and other institutions that can be underlined as:  

1. To preserve, express, transmit gurbani or sabad, which is of divine origin.

2. To orientate the people towards God who is transcendental as well as immanent. 

3. To provide values, ideas and self-identity to the Panth in the form of moral standards and institutions. 

4. To diagnose and resolve human woes, anxieties and concerns by transforming human existence into ideal form. 

5. To uphold and exhort a holy path that has been revealed and authenticated by Guru Nanak and his line of nine successors. 

6. To guide the Sikh community to re-interpret itself in a fashion that preserves continuity and authority of the truth revealed to the Sikh Gurus.

     Lastly a few observations on the scriptural truth vis-à-vis historical truth, a subject which holds great merit for discussion. One can easily discern that scriptural truth belongs to the realm of spirituality. It encompasses metaphysical questions into its enquiry. On the other hand historical truth deals with the mundane world especially to unfold the mysteries surrounding the past. To approach historical truth, one needs to be a trained professional historian, well versed in the skills to sift fact from fiction. Conversely any one can encounter scriptural truth, the only condition is that he must have interest in spirituality. Scriptural truth claims to be eternally true and remains valid for all the times. However the historical truth lacks the above qualities. Depending upon the nature of the evidence, it is liable to change. Its validity depends upon the craft of an historian as well as the credibility of the sources he has employed. Scriptural truth invariably confirms that God guides the course of history and intervenes in it to vindicate the cause of righteousness. Historical truth negates the above theory to hold that historical events are the result of cause and effect, which are determined by environmental factors. Scriptural truth works as a catalyst to transform the human beings into desired ideal forms. Its appeal may result into a mass movement to bring radical change in the society. Historical truth lacks the above impetus and its appeal is limited only to a circle of academicians and students of history. One cannot fail to observe that scriptural truth is a highly subjective and personal experience. It is beyond empirical observation and rational verification and cannot be expressed fully. On the other hand historical truth tends to be an objective exercise, which can be expressed and explained, in tangible terms. For arriving at historical truth an historian requires source material where as a seeker of scriptural truth mostly treads in the light of extra sensory perception. All these factors put both the truths on extremes where they do not have much in common. In spite of disagreement in their approach and motives both have contributed a lot to enlighten the mankind.   
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